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TONY BEST LEISURE PROUDLY PRESENTS . 


3 GREAT COUNTRY EVENTS 


«W ww 


HIS FovrtH ALL-STAR COUNTRY MUSIC GALA WEEK 


x SCARBOROUGH ...... 


Wallis’s Holiday Supercentre 
Sat 27th Sept. to Sat 4th Oct 1986 


CONCERTS — DANCING — SINGALONGS 


Featuring the very 


THE FABULOUS 
HEATED 
INDOOR 

WATERWORLD 


a with 


PER PER 


Villa o, REOPI 
Ma Or CarayasParing 


Waterfall SUPERMARKET 
| ene BEST IN BRITISH 
Mice L care COUNTRY MUSIC Tariff for the week — Self Catering 
ae. SOREN O? WITH COMFORTABLE SELF CATERING Villa or Bungalow £98 plus VAT 
ee car ACCOMMODATION IN VILLAS, BUNGALOWS AND 28-32’ Mains Caravan £90 plus VAT 


SUPER 28’ MAINS CARAVANS 


COME TO THE ALL-STAR WEEK 
WHERE THE EMPHASIS IS ON THE MUSIC 


TAKE AWAY 
RESTAURANT 
FISH & CHIP SHOP 


ON THE NORTH YORKSHIRE COAST 


TRADE =| plusthe 
STANDS aT tedoap OPTIONAL DAY-TIME COACH EXCURSIONS TO 


PLACES OF INTEREST AND BEAUTY — YORKSHIRE 
DALES, HERRIOT COUNTRY, YORK, EMMERDALE PAM etc BS 


ENTERTAINMENT BY 


Visiting Artistes and Bands include... . 


THE COTTON MILL BOYS, THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND, 
T.R. DALLAS & THE DALLAS BAND, COLLIER-DIXON LINE, 
THE ANNE & RAY BRETT TRIO, JEANNIE & STEPPINSTONE, 

LORNE GIBSON, RUBY RENDALL & CIMARRON, VINCE LAYNE, 
BURNT ASH, JOHNNY SPENCER, MEL HAGUE, IONA & ANDY, 
GERRY FORD, GAMBLER, JIM RYDER, CLOVIS COUNTRY BAND, 
JOHNNY MARKS, JOHN KING, THE DALE GREEN DUO, 

BEN REES, DAVE CURTIS, THE GORDON LEMONDINE DUO, 
JOHN ASTON, COUNTRY COMPANY, GEOFF ASHFORD, 
JOLENE & BARRY, COLIN RAMSEY, MANSON GRANT AND 
THE DYNAMOS, etc. etc. 


List of Artistes subject to alteration 


PLUS Britains No.1 Country Disco 
IAN ASHCROFT’S COUNTRY EXPRESS 


Friday 4th to Sunday 6th July 1986 


Entertainment by Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried. 
Manson Grant & The Dynamos. West Virginia. 
Johnny Marks. Dave Bryan. The Lazyacre 
Country Roadshow featuring Bob Newman & 
Carole Gordon. lan Ashcroft's Country Express. 
plus surprise guests Raymond Froggatt Band. 


TWO MORE 
OF THE BEST 


INCLUSIVE FULL BOARD 


ALL-STAR COUNTRY — 3 
MUSIC WEEKENDS 


at the fabulous 


Entertainment by 
Colorado, Tamm 


BOOKING FORMS AND FURTHER DETAILS OF THESE EVENTS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 
TONY BEST LEISURE, 233 LANCASTER ROAD, HEATH FARM, SHREWSBURY, SHROPSHIRE. SY1 3ND 


BROCHURE AVAILABLE WITH DETAILS OF EIGHT GREAT EVENTS 
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advertisement 
is wrong 
were here to 
put it right. 


If you see an advertisement in 
the press, in print, on posters or inthe 
cinema which you find unacceptable, 
write to us at the address below. 

The Advertising 
Standards Authority. 


ASA Ltd, Dept 3 Brook House. 
Tornngton Place, London WC1E 7HN 


CMRU COVERS 
THE COUNTRY 


CONCERT SLUMP 
IN OIL STATES HITS 
COUNTRY ACTS 
HARDEST 


@ ACCORDING to Billboard's 
Edward Morris in a recent report, 
high unemployment is severely 
damaging the concert business in 
Texas, Louisiana, and Oklahoma, 
three States suffering the 
economic consequences of falling 
oil prices. Country music shows 
are particularly hard hit by the 
slump. 


@ ‘We're not ina recession, 
we're in a depression,’ says New 
Orleans promoter Barry 
Mendelson. 

Louisiana now has the highest 
unemployment in the nation and 
the rate has reportedly reached 
15% in the New Orleans 
metropolitan area. 


@ Mendelson, like several other 
promoters, is reacting to the 
problem by cutting back on the 
number of concerts, using smaller 
venues and concentrating on 
markets not dependent on an oil 
economy. 


@ Ben Farrell, Associate 
Promoter for Nashville based 
Varnell Enterprises, estimates that 
his business in the three State 
region is down by 15-20% overall 
and by 40% in some markets. 


EVERLYS MAKING 
HEADWAY WITH 
NEW SINGLE 


@ THE Everly Brothers are back 
on the country singles chart ata 
higher position than the duo 
enjoyed in 1959, when their hit 
“Til | Kissed You’ reached No.8. 
So writes Andrew Roblin ina 
recent edition of ‘Billboard’ 
magazine. 


@ The Everlys’ current Polygram 
single ‘Born Yesterday’ sits at 
No.17 in the top twenty at press 
date, putting it well ahead of the 
brothers’ 1984 comeback hit, ‘On 
The Wings Of A Nightingale’ which 
peaked at No.49 on the country 
charts. 


@ Infact, ‘Born Yesterday’ has 
already done better on country 
radio than some of the Everly 
Brothers’ classic singles of the 
late fifties and early sixties. ‘Born 
Yesterday’ has overtaken the 
highest country position of their 
‘Ebony Eyes’ single, which 
stopped at No. 25 on the country 
charts in 1961. 


@ What's the point of all these 
facts and figures? The Everly 
Brothers’ comeback on the country 
charts is complete. What's more, 
their label expects their comeback 
to continue at an even stronger 
pace. Frank Leffel, Polygram’s 
Country Promotion Director, 
predicts, ‘Born Yesterday’ will 
break the country top ten. 


@ ‘Ultimately, Polygram will 
release three or four more singles 


from the Everlys’ ‘Born Yesterday’ 


album,’ Leffel says. He has 
especially high expectations for 
their next single ‘| Know Love’, due 
to its ‘vintage Everlys’ sound. 


@ All this is good news for the 
Everly Brothers, particularly since 
their ballyhooed ‘Wings Of A 
Nightingale’ fared disappointingly 
on country radio, in spite of an 
avalanche of media hype. 
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KUSA To The Rescue. Bill Coffey, operations manager at country outlet KUSA St. Louis, right, poses with the Oak Ridge 
Boys. The band performed a series of KUSA-sponsored concerts to help raise $5,000 to fight child abuse. 


NEW VENUE FOR PETERBOROUGH 
IN BATTLE OF THE FESTIVALS 


The Kruger Organisation, who are organising this year’s official 
Country Music Festival, in association with the Peterborough Council, 
have announced a completely new venue for the three day event, 
which takes place over the August Bank Holiday Weekend. 


For full details see Page 5 


OOOH! IT’S THE TY-PHOO COUNTRY MUSIC SPECIAL 


@ PLANS were announced in London on 15 May for a 
major new music festival, to take place this month at 
Transworld Festival Gardens, Liverpool fom 6 June to 8 
June inclusive. For the first time ever, ‘Ty-phoo’ are to 
sponsor a major music event and one quarter of it will 
be country (this means country has eight hours every 
day and its own stage). 


@ Yes, | know it’s a bit late to announce it and strange 
to have the festival in Liverpool and the press launch in 
London,. but, for those of you in the area, it must be 
better than doing it the other way round! | may have got 
the lunch, but you at least get the music! 


@ The festival will have four separate stages and the 
country one will feature the following acts:- 

Friday 6 June - Marie Lester & Hobo, Ken Harris with 
Station Break, Hickory Lake, Wild & Wooley, Johnny 


Spencer & Vegas and the Pool’s own Hillsiders. 
Saturday sees another local act in Kenny Johnson & 
Northwind, along with Harvey, White Line Fever, R Cajun 
& The Zydeco Brothers, Gerry Ford & Gambler, Pete 
Sayers & The Dixie Bluebirds and Raymond Froggatt. 
The final show on Sunday features West Coast, Jody 
Lane & Deliverance, Drews Brew, Phil Brady & The 
Ranchers, the Kelvin Henderson Band and Shag 
Connors & The Carrot Crunchers. 


@ All three days start at 10 am and finish at 6 pm. £9.50 
gets you a three day pass, although you can get single 
show tickets. 


@ It's a pity it clashes with the Harlow weekend, but it 
should be far enough away to make no difference and a 
country line-up like this at the first Ty-phoo Festival 
should be everyone's cup of tea! 

Mick Green 


FAIR SHARES FOR 
COUNTRY MUSIC 


@ FOR some time now the 
Musicians’ Union has been trying 
to improve pay and conditions for 
country and western musicians. 
The itinerant, ‘plays for the love of 
it’, image of the country musician 
is to be transformed. It is hoped 
that such musicians will, in future, 
be treated as professional artistes 
and paid as such. 


@ So it is with a great blowing of 
trumpets (not often heard in the 
country scene) that the Musicians’ 
Union is proud to announce it has 
reached agreement with Jeffrey 
Kruger, the promoter of this year’s 
Peterborough Country Music 
Festival, which will ensure that 
ALL musicians appearing will 
receive not less than the minimum 
‘on stage’ band rate and that 
correct rates of pay for radio and 
TV coverage will be paid direct to 
the musicians. 


@ Itisa tribute to the new Festival 
organisation that they, as well as 
the MU, recognise the need to treat 
the country music scene as part of 
the music business proper and not 
as its poor ‘country cousin’. 


@ The MU is extending its 
operation in the country field and 
hopes to reach agreements with 
other promoters, to ensure fair 
shares for British country 
musicians, something which we 
feel is long overdue. 


@ Ofcourse, without the support 
of musicians themselves there is 
little likelihood of things 
improving. By joining the MU they 
can at least be assured that 
someone will be working on their 
behalf, working for a brighter 
future for country music and 
musicians. 


@ For further information contact 
Dennis Scard, Musicians’ Union 
on (021) 622 5361. 


Publishers warning: ‘Country Music Round Up’ can seriously involve you with all that goes on in country music. 
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CMRU COVER STORY 


DON 


WILLIAMS 


THIS month sees the welcome return to our shores of Don Williams, the quiet spoken Texan who turned 
simplicity into a musical art form and captured the hearts of millions worldwide. 


Don tours Britain along with fellow American and special guest Barbara Fairchild, 
under the capable auspices of the Kruger Organisation, who guide him through a strenuous 
thirteen day British and European tour which needs no lavish promotion to attract ticket sales. 


The mere mention of Williams’ name is almost sufficient 


incentive to draw audiences 
nationwide. 


@ Don has crossed the Atlantic 
many times in his career anditis no 
secret that he holds a fond regard 
for his loyal British fans. This visit 
however, (his first in two years), 
marks the British debut of a ‘new 
look’ for the man some journalists 
have in the past accused of sticking 
too rigidly to a tried and trusted 
formula, at times, it has been 
claimed, to the point of boredom. 


@ Signed to a new label in mid 
1985, Don's first Capitol Records 
album ‘New Moves’, in my opinion 
heralds a subtle but significant 
change in mood and style in some 
of his music. The addition of 
celebrated session musicians 
Charles Cochran (keyboards), Jim 
Horn (saxophone) and 


Garth Fundis, Don's longtime friend 
and co-producer of his albums on 
harmony vocals, as back up to his 
already distinguished Scratch 
Band line up of Danny Flowers 
(lead guitar), Biff Watson 
(keyboards/synthesizer), Dave 
Pomeroy (bass) and Pat 
McInerney (drums), seems to 
produce a more full bodied, 
emphatic sound to the polished, .- 
laid back presentation that has 
been a vital part of Williams’ 
success. 


COFFEY’S 
COUNTRY 
NEWS FILE 


@ CURRENT negotiations 


promise some exciting re-issues 
later in the year from ever- 


productive Demon Records, 


including long unavailable gems 


from the A & M back catalogue 


such as Steve Young's ‘Rock, Salt 


. And Nails’, Gene Clark's 
‘Roadmasters’, ‘The Fabulous 


Expedition Of Dillard And Clark’, 


plus Flying Burrito Brothers’ 


classics ‘Gilded Palace Of Sin’ and 


‘Burrito De Luxe’. 


@ Almost throughout his career, 
Don Williams has spurned the 
promotional hype that is generally 
part and parcel of the music industry 
and no doubt that has had a 
detrimental effect on the heights his 
career could have attained in his 
own country. His refusal to grant 
personal interviews, his reticence in 
answering questions and his 
obsession for total personal privacy 
are all legendary, yet the man 
continues to enjoy increasing 
popularity year after year, 
audaciously defying the industry 
principle that the act with the most 
lavish financial promotion wins the 
biggest slice of the market. For, 
while Nashville spends fortunes 
‘selling’ the latest country 
‘superstar’ to the country music 
buying public, Don Williams is 
quietly touring, drawing capacity 
crowds and releasing the 
occasional record that is instantly 
snapped up by millions of fans 
around the world, without any 
undue fuss whatsoever. To the 
industry he is an enigma, an anti- 
superstar, whose family and 
relationship with God are more 
important to his peace of mind than 
where the next dollar is coming 
from. 


@ Hisstory has been told and retold 
countless times. Don was born in the 
small Texas township of Floydada 
on 27 May 1939. He was first drawn 
to music while still a child when his 
mother’s guitar playing would 
inspire his puerile imaginings. As a 
teenager he formed his own band in 
High School, later falling into the folk 
movement and forming the Pozo 
Seco Singers in 1964 with Susan 
Taylor and Lofton Kline. Striving to 
find artistic appreciation and 
success amidst the turbulent 
atmosphere of the sixties folk scene 
proved too disruptive to Don’s 
peace of mind and so, despite the 
trio’s considerable success, they 
disbanded and Don turned his back 
on the music world. Moving back to 
South Texas, he attempted to 
secure a living for his growing family 
(lovely wife Joy, who he married on 
10 April 1960 and their two sons 
Gary and Timmy), by more 
mundane means. However, in 1972 
he decided to have one more try at 


@ Steve Young also has a newly 
cut album on Sweden's Mill 
Records, entitled ‘Look Homeward 
Angel’. 


@ Making Waves have secured 
exclusive rights to one of 
America’s best indie labels, 
Rounder, whereby previously 
costly imports will be released at 
standard British prices on Rounder 
Europa. 


@ Again on Making Waves, look 
out for the debut album from the 
Electric Bluebirds featuring, 
among others, Richard Thompson, 
Glenn Tillbrook and Wangford’s 
fiddler, Bobby Valentino. 


Feature by 
Irene Paterson 


the music business and headed for 
Nashville, dreams and family in tow 


@ Fortunately, Don's songs soon 
caught the ear of Nashville 
entrepreneur Jack Clement, who 
signed him to his publishing 
company, where he joined Bob 
McDill and Wayland Holyfield, two 
other writers who had been pitching 
songs at the same time with little 
success. When it became obvious 
to Williams that selling your songs 


_Was no easy matter, he simply went 


into Clement's recording studio 
himself and cut an album of his own 


_and McDill's songs. Allen Reynolds, 


another of Clement's proteges, took 
the production credit and also co- 
wrote one of the songs, ‘I Recall A 
Gypsy Woman’ with Bob McDill. It 
was that song that eventually broke 
Don Williams into the British pop 
and country music scene. 


@ That first album on Clement's 
own JMI label, spawned three hit 
singles and launched Williams on 
the path of a solo career that he 
himself had had no desire to follow, 
always believing his talents lay as a 
writer of songs rather than a singer. 
But, the die was cast and Williams 
found himself the creator of a 
unique blend of country music. 


@ Squeezebox virtuoso Ponty 
Bone infos (from Austin, Texas) 
that Joe Ely has been recording 
again. One track he’s cut is Randy 
Banks’ ‘Where Is My Love’ with 
Linda Ronstadt on back up vocals. 


@ Edsel Records are soon to re- 
issue yet another fine Asleep At 
The Wheel album, their debut 
United Artists set from 1973, 
‘Comin’ Right At Ya’. 


@ Erstwhile LeRoi Brothers’ 
guitarist Evan Johns was 
nominated in the Instrumental 
section at the recent Grammy 
Awards, for his contributions to the 
‘Four Big Guitars From Texas’ 
album ‘Trash, Twang And 


@ Inthe fourteen years since that 
first release, Don Williams has 
continually shown his ability to write, 
record and produce hit records, 
from the initial successes of ‘The 
Shelter Of Your Eyes’, ‘Come Early 
Mornin’, ‘Atta Way To Go’ and 
‘Amanda’, to his more recent hits, ‘| 
Believe In You’, ‘If Hollywood Don’t 
Need You’, ‘Stay Young’, ‘That’s 
The Thing About Love’ and ‘Walkin’ 
A Broken Heart’. He has set 
standards, not only for himself, but 
for country music as a whole. 


DESPITE CRITICS 


@ Despite the opinions of his 
critics about failing to move with the 
times or change his style, Williams 
has in fact never stood still where 
his recordings are concerned. 
Rather than alter a winning formula 
overnight in one single stroke, he 
has chosen songs for albums 
carefully, giving over the greater 
content to customary mode, but 
including two or three songs for a 
musical seasoning in a slightly 
different vein. 


@ In 1978 he recorded a song that 


Thunder’. He didn’t win, but says, 
‘it was one hell of a party.’ 


@ Anyone who enjoyed Guy 
Clark’s recent visit will be pleased 
to learn that he will most likely be 
returning later in the year, 
possibly (Paul Darwin of Outlaw 
Concerts quite casually informed 
me) accompanied by Rodney 
Crowell. Nice if it happens! 


@ Finally, Neil Young and Crazy 
Horse will be in the country this 
month, playing one night at 
Birmingham NEC (3rd) and two at 
Wembley (9th and 10th). 


Pete Coffey. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JUNE 1986 


shook the very roots of the 
Williams’ genre, knocking the 
industry (and many of his fans) for 
six. ‘Tulsa Time’, written by Don's 
right-hand man and band leader 
Danny Flowers, won a Grammy 
Award in 1979 and marked 
Williams’ initial public declaration 
of his desire to explore and 
cultivate other musical influences. 
Encouraged by the phenomenal 
industry and media acceptance of 
‘Tulsa Time’, yet still acutely aware 
of the dangers of swift musical 
change, Don stayed firm on his 
course of gradual musical 
enlightenment and growth. 


@ However typical this course of 
action might be to anyone who 
knows and understands Williams’ 
methods, it did not please much of 
the media who, after the early 
euphoria of ‘Tulsa Time’ had died 
down, found the follow up release 
‘Portrait’ something of an anti 
climax. It wasn’t until the August 
1980 release of Roger Cook’s 
definitive ‘| Believe In You’ that Don 
found himself once again the 
subject of mass public and industry 
attention. 


BBC FUNDS FOR 
COUNTRY TV 
SERIES 


@ THE BBC is co-funding a 
country music series produced by 
the independent ‘Diverse 
Productions’ company, according 
to Chris White. The Corporation is 
to pick up a ‘substantial’ slice of 
the budget for the six part series 
‘Country Stations’, devised by 
Graham Walker of Diverse, 
leaving the company to fund the 
rest overseas. 


@ The song, which Williams 
claimed had knocked him out by so 
accurately expressing his own 
sentiments, was nominated in three 
categories of the 1981 CMA Awards 
(eventually winning ‘Album Of The 
Year’) and led to Williams’ personal 
nomination for ‘Male Vocalist’ of 
that year. The lyrical simplicity of the 
song spanned cultural and 
generational barriers, broadening 
Williams’ scope of appeal 
enormously. 


@ ‘New Moves’, released earlier 
this year, is indicative, not only of the 
obvious, but is also a firm statement 
ofa fact that true Williams’ devotees 
have always been aware, his 
commitment to musical growth and 
development. This first effort for 
Capitol is one of which Don can be 
justly proud, as it allows him to 
emerge more as the progressive, 
driving force he has always had the 
capability to be. |, personally, hope 
Don uses his upcoming tour to 
show British fans his true potential 
and not simply as a showcase of 
past glory. He has far more to offer 
than that. 


@ Diverse’s Jed Leventhall said, 
‘We are looking to areas of Europe 
where country music has an 
established or growing audience, 
such as Holland, where record 
Sales are high. We'd like to co- 
produce or finance in Europe, but 
we don’t discount US 
involvement’. 


@ John Reynolds, the BBC’s 
General Manager of Co- 
Productions, said, ‘This is one of 
the ways in which we hope to work 
increasingly with the independent 
sector in the UK. It's a good idea, 
which arrived at the right time for 
us.” 
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THE PETERBOROUGH COUNTRY 


MUSIC FESTIVAL IS HERE! 


New Festival Site address 


The Court Country Music Centre, 
Bretton, Peterborough 


3 DAY BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 


Sat 23rd, Sun 24th & Mon 25th August 


«DAVE 


Buddy Holly’s 


CRICKETS 


_ DWIGHT YOAKAM 


| RICKY VALLANCE 
: F andthe VALENTINES 


HOST AND MC. LONNIE DONEGAN 


supported by Peterbor ough City Council 


SUNDAY MATINEE AT 3 PM 


TOMT.HALL+ JEAN 


SHEPARD 
JIMMY C. NEWMAN RUSTY ADAMS tone en) 
ee 
CAJUN BAND ANNIE 


@ YELLOWSTONE 
PICNIC BAND 


SUNDAY EVENING AT 7.30 PM 


TAMMY WYNETTE 


Compere NOEL CANNON 


SATURDAY EVENING AT 7.30 PM 


<e m and his 
Me ;' ACE IN THE HOLE BAND 


‘Billboard's 1985 ‘Country Male Vocalist Of The Year’: ‘Academy Of Country 


and the LEGENDS 


Music's ‘Male Vocalist Of The Year’; Country Music Association's 1985 ‘Male 


ary 
Vocalist Of The Year’; ‘Album Of The Year'-'Does rout Worth Ever Cross Your — aa d \ 
Gs ret a sei So A settrey Bre tation DIANE SOLOMON 
Zl ing’ and ‘You Look So Good In ; 
pec: Ever Cross Your Mind’, ‘Amarillo By Morning’ ani Krug) an d A ME R I CG A N EXPRESs 


__ DOTTIE WEST _ 
FREDDY FENDER 


RAYMOND FROGGATT @ JO ANN STEELE 
FRANK JENNINGS SYNDICATE ® DUKE BOYS 


Compere WALLY WHYTON 


MONDAY AUGUST 25th 


GOSPEL SERVI CE 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 
THE ‘COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND Up’ NEW AND UPCOMING 


BRITISH BAND SHOWCASE 


Supported by the Musicians Union 


All programmes subject to change 


Now you can see a sensational Weekend of Country Music! 
ai a ela main] To subscribe by Phone, call (0273) 503001 


0am to4pm Monday to Friday (50p service charge per order) * yes I RST e: LASS 
se i = ae | Rect 3 bog mt For Group Sales, call (0273) 550080 CAMPSITES 
a i ee ee Order/Access or parcavea | 


To subscribe by Post. return the order form along with your 
; ders subject to 50p per person booking fee 


Credit Card Information or Cheque to * EXHIBITION & 


SUNDAY | 


Payment may be made b 


Cheques should be made payable to The Kruger Organisation (CP) Ltd | The Kruger Organisation (CP) Ltd TR. DE STAN DS 
PO Box 130- Hove - East Sussex BN3 60U 
| l enclose Cheque/Postal Order. Value £ (including € booking fee) | 60 * SP ECIAL OUTD OOR 
| ‘Prefer to Pay by Access/Barclaycard No | tee LOCATION ers aE scr SUN. EVE. | ARTISTES AND 
Value € (including € booking fee) Signature ‘AFrontstalis i “£15.00 [ £15.00 { £15.00 4 _ £15.00 | ATTRACTIONS 
| hina | faa— ‘BCentre , £1250 | £1250 | £1250 £1250_| =a 
i ‘CRear | £1000 || €1000 | “E1000 | £10.00 | All enquiries to Malcolm Cook 
| Aciitecs : | Se ea DRestricted | £6.50 | 6650 | 6650 |” caso (0733) 66121 
Telephone No SEASON TICKET FOR ALL FOUR SHOWS £50.00 
—_—_————U ae SS? Se ses sues suman anion ues cence 


| advance Orders must be received by July 31st 1986. No refunds 
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ARTISTES ON THE MOVE 


Blazer Brothers to World Class, retaining Variety Attractions 
of Zanesville, OH., for exclusive representation of all 1986 
fair dates; Patty Loveless to Buddy Lee Attractions; Tommy 
Roe to Jim Halsey Agency, Tulsa; Bobby Helms to Goodwin- 
King, Nashville; Lorrie Morgan to Joe Taylor Agency, 
Madison, TN.; Jacky Ward to Westco Music, Nashville; 
Steve Wariner to the William Morris Agency; Freddy Fender 
& Dwight Yoakam to Jim Halsey, Tulsa. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


Lynn Anderson has signed a management pact with Events 
Unlimited, headed by Patsy Bruce. Word is she will also be 
signing with Polygram Records; Chris LeDoux’s new album, 
‘Wild And Wooly’ is his best ever. American Cowboy Songs 
has records or tapes available for air play as well as sale 
from Rt. 7, Box 251, Mount Juliet, TN. 37122, USA; The 
thirteenth annual Hank Williams Memorial Celebration will 
be staged in the Mount Olive West Community, (Butler 
County), Alabama, on 1 June. Contact Edna Liller on 

(205) 527-3119; Minnie Pearl, who had a double 
mastectomy in 1985, was honoured on 26 April in Nashville 
by the American Cancer Society for her efforts to educate the 
public about breast cancer; The International Country Music 
Buyers Association will hold their June meeting in 
Nashville, in conjunction with Fan Fair Week. 


@ ADVANCE registrations for the fifteenth annual ‘Country 
Music Fan Fair’ are well ahead of last year’s record breaking 
19,500. The event kicks off on 9 June at the Tennessee State 
Fair Grounds, with a bluegrass show and ends on 15 June with 
the Grand Masters Fiddling Championship. The Country 
Music Association and the Grand Ole Opry, co-sponsors of the 
event, have re-instituted the independent-label show for its 
Dot artistes, but The Cajun Show has been dropped from this 
year’s schedule of presentations. The Fan Fair package ticket 
price, $60 per person, should be sent to 2804 Opryland Drive, 
Nashville, TN. 37214, USA. 


@ The nineteenth annual International Fan Club 
Organisation Dinner & Show will bring the Fan Fair festivities 
at the Fair Grounds to a rousing finale on Friday 13 June. Gary 
Morris will headline the show, which will also star Johnny 
Rodriguez, Loretta Lynn, Ronnie Robbins, The Osmond 
Brothers, Patty Loveless, Freddy Weller, Randy Travis, Lane 
Brody, Con Hunley and IFCO’s traditional bonanza, a Surprise 
Guest. Lee Amold of WHN/New York returns to MC. Show 
tickets are $10 each and may be ordered from IFCO, Box 177, 
Wild Horse, CO. 80862, USA. 


@ Hank Williams Jr. and J R Smith, who served as the 
entertainer’s manager since 1974, have parted, apparently 
due to Hank's decision to move his business base from 
Cullman, AL., to Paris, TN. He will open new offices and a 
souvenir store, ‘Kawliga Comers’ in Paris, where he already 
has a residence and a nightclub called ‘Hank's Place’. The 
club, however, is being closed to make room for the new 
conversion to office space. Neither Smith's resignation nor 
Hank’s move will affect the souvenir shops in Nashville and 
Crossville, Tenn., or his beach club in Panama City, Fla. 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


@ Lynn Anderson signs with Events Unlimited 


@ The Oak Ridge Boys no longer have a manager either, 
having severed ties with Ted Hacker, who handled the 
group’s business affairs for the past few years. Word is the 
group will handle its own affairs for the time being. 


@ Con Hunley hosted his third annual Golden Gloves Golf 
Tournament recently at Whittle Springs Golf Course in 
Knoxville, TN. Proceeds benefit the city’s Golden Gloves 
Boxing Club, one of many civic fundraisers Hunley does each 
year for his home town. Earlier this year he performed a 
concert for Tennessee Home Service, to provide home and 
lawn care services for the elderly citizens of East Tennessee. 
His latest release, just out from Capitol, is ‘Blue Suede 
Blues’. 


@ Loretta Lynn and husband Mooney were en route to their 
Hurricane Mills ranch from Nashville when a car, driven by a 
young Tennessee woman, rammed into the Lynn’s 


CMRU 


SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 
SUPER NEW 
COUNTRY 
ALBUM 


Every month we are now 
offering new subscribers the 
chance to win a country 
album in our monthly draw. If 
you are already a subscriber 
and due for renewal, don’t 
worry, you will still be eligible 
for the 


FREE DRAW 
But don’t waste time, your 
subscription must be with us by 
the first of next month. For the 
subscription rates see elsewhere in 
this publication. 


Last month’s winning new 
subscription entry in our free 
draw was 
Mrs D Scott 
161 Thorne Road, Willenhall, 
West Midlands. 

Mrs Scott wins the new album by 
Don Williams 


@ ‘The Acts Of Life’, from Tom T Hall 


*Photo: Brian Shelley 


Mercedez. Loretta suffered a concussion and badly bruised 
ribs, Mooney sustained a bruised foot. The driver and 
passengers in the other vehicle were also fortunate to suffer 
only minor cuts and bruises. 

Speaking of Loretta, she was on the ’phone recently, to tell 
us she has negotiated corporate sponsorship by ‘Crisco’ for 
1986-87, effective immediately and including both concert 
promotion and tour merchandising. She has also just wound 
up the filming of a new series of ‘Crisco’ television ads. 


@ Star of the up-coming Peterborough (England) Festival, 
Tom T Hall, whose past writing projects have given us ‘How! 
Write Songs/Why You Can’ (Chappell Music Co, 1978) and 
‘The Storyteller’s Nashville’ (Doubleday & Co, 1979), has 
completed a new project. ‘The Acts Of Life’ is a collection of 
short stories to be released by the University of Arkansas 
Press this November. 


@ Conway Twitty will have his biography published by 
Doubleday & Co., this August and Roy Clark is also working 
on his own book, but we have no word as to who will publish, 
or precisely when we can expect to see it on the 
bookshelves. Johnny Cash’s new book, due out this autumn, 
will be titled ‘Man In White’. We can also expect a single by 
the same name at that time. Did you know Helen, Anita and 
dune have re-teamed as a featured part of the Johnny Cash 
Show? 


@ The tenth anniversary of ‘The Golden Age Of Radio 
Reunion Festival’ is scheduled in Shenandoah, 1A., (27-29 
June) as part of the lowa Homecoming '86 celebration. A 
tribute to radio stars of live broadcasting (1920s-50s), 
participants from some twenty States will be headed by the 
legendary Patsy Montana, who starred on the WLS/Chicago 
‘Barndance’ for fifteen years. Patsy made history in 1936 
when she became the first female country and western 
singer to sell a million records with her own composition, ‘I 
Want To Be A Cowboy's Sweetheart’. Also heading this 
year’s guest list will be Margaret Everly who, with her late 
husband Ike and sons Don and Phil, entertained on Midwest 
radio stations in the 1940s. The Everly Brothers’ career was 
launched at KMA/Shenandoah. For more info, write to 
Nadine Dreager, 8 Gayland Dr., Council Bluffs, 1A. 51501, 
USA, or call her on (712) 366-1983. 


@ Earl Thomas Conley and special guest Lacy J Dalton will 
perform an ETC Homecoming Concert on 18 June in 
Portsmouth, Ohio. 


@ They say imitation is the highest form of flattery. Ricky 
Skaggs took his three children to the ‘Muppets’ stage show in 
Nashville recently and was startled when, in the middle of the 
show, none other than Kermit the Frog got up with a banjo to 
sing ‘Country Boy’. Kermit, Miss Piggy and the Muppets gang 
regularly perform the Skaggs’ signature tune, they didn’t 
know the originator was in the audience. 


@ ‘Hee Haw’, the Gaylord Syndicom syndicated series, 
beginning its nineteenth season this September, will have 
Roy Clark back as host, with an impressive group of super 
Stars stepping in to co-host several of the telecasts. Ricky 
Skaggs, Loretta Lynn, Alabama and Reba McEntire have all 


BULLETIN 


agreed to come aboard. Among the quests already scheduled 
to film for the 1986/87 season are George Jones, Mickey 
Gilley, Tanya Tucker, Merle Haggard, The Judds, Lee 
Greenwood, The Forester Sisters, Dottie West and John 
Anderson. The show is carried on 220 stations, covering more 
than 90% of the United States’ TV households. 


@ George Strait has signed a licensing agreement with 
Resistol Hats to market a ‘George Strait Line’. Irving Joel, 
President of Resistol, says they have made special hats for 
Strait for some time. Delta Air Lines will fly George to London 
in August, where he will make his debut appearance in the 
United Kingdom at the Peterborough Festival Of Country 
Music. Although he has never appeared on stage in England to 
date, Strait is gaining recognition through extensive press, 
coupled with a media campaign by the CMA and MCA 
Records’ offices in London. It will be the first time a new 
artiste has headlined at a major event and, with all the 
interest he’s receiving, promoters are sure that his 
performance at Peterborough will result in Strait becoming 
an ‘overnight’ success in the British market. 


@ ‘June Jam V’, the annual extravaganza staged by 
Alabama in their home town, is set for 14 June. The Fort 
Payne area will stage a week of activities, featuring the 
finale jam with guests Willie Nelson, Charlie Daniels Band, 
Gary Morris, Mel Tillis, the Forester Sisters and maybe even 
a few surprises. Jim Varney, Ralph Emery, Charlie Douglas 
and Rhubarb Jones will MC. We hear the whole show will be 
filmed for a TV special down the road. For details, call 0101 
205/845-9300. 


@ Alabama and George Strait were the only multiple 
winners in the 21st annual Academy Of Country Music 
Awards Show. The Fort Payne Troupe carried home ‘Top 
Vocal Group’ and ‘Entertainer Of The Year’ honours. Strait 
was named ‘Male Vocalist’ and the album winner was ‘Does 
Fort Worth Ever Cross Your Mind’. Reba McEntire was 
named ‘Female Vocalist’. ‘New Male’ honours went to 
Randy Travis, ‘New Female’ to Judy Rodman. George Jones’ 
‘Who's Gonna Fill Their Shoes’ won top video honours and 
the ‘Single Record Of The Year’ went to ‘The Highwaymen’ 
Willie Nelson, Johnny Cash, Waylon Jennings and Kris 
Kristofferson. Ronnie Milsap’s ‘Lost In The Fifties Tonight’ 
was ‘Song Of The Year’. 


@ Arlo Guthrie was in Nashville recently, doing 
commercials for Dodge Trucks. 


@ The 1986 ‘Budweiser Downtown Hoedown’ in Detroit 
(9-11 May) was billed as ‘The world’s largest free 
celebration of country music’. Performers included George 
Jones, Larry Gatlin, Janie Fricke, Tammy Wynette, John 
Conlee, Jessi Colter, Waylon Jennings and John Schneider. 


@ Gary Morris proved the point that country music artistes 
pack a hefty tour schedule and lays claim to the record, with 
three full shows recently in three States in under thirty-six 
hours. First he co-headlined a matinee with George Jones in 
Texas, hopped aboard a chartered jet to make an evening 
performance in Louisiana with Barbara Mandrell (a concert 
filmed for viewing on ‘Showtime’ a little later), then left ona 
commercial flight to Oregon for a date with Willie Nelson the 
following day. 


@ Asleep At The Wheel will host an invitational Golf 
Tournament with proceeds going to Farm Aid. The project, 
co-sponsored by Budweiser Beer, will be held at Willie 
Nelson’s Pedernales Country Club outside Austin. 
Participants will include George Strait, The Original Texas 
Playboys, Johnny Bush, Johnny Gimble, Darrell Royal 
(former coach of the University of Texas Longhorns) and a 
host of others. Enquiries or donations can be directed to 
Asleep At The Wheel, PO Box 463, Austin, TX. 78767 USA. 
(AC 512/444-9885). 


@ The third annual Country Explosion on Sunday 8 June in 
Nashville’s Municipal Auditorium will feature Conway Twitty, 
John Schneider and George Jones. Tickets being charged to 
Visa or Mastercard, call AC 615/320-7171. The price is $15, 
all seats reserved. By mail, direct your cashiers check or 
money order (with SASE) to: Centrtik/Country Explosion, 1808 
West End Ave., Suite 101, Nashville, TN. 37203, USA. (add 50 
cents per ticket for handling please). 


@ Australia (Tom & Ted LeGarde), on tour in their native 
Australia, called to say they will be back in Nashville to take 
part in ‘Fan Fair’ festivities and promote their new single, 
‘When | Lay You Gently Down’. 


@ Dolly Parton's sister, Cassie, infos that their Mum had 
lots of fun working on the reproduction of ‘The Tennessee 
Mountain Home’ in the newly opened ‘Dollywood’ park. She 
even found wallpaper and dishes like the family used to have 
‘way back when’. She also says Dolly has finalised an 
agreement with Simon & Schuster Publishing Co., for her 
first book in the ‘! Am’ series. The tentative title of the 
premiere edition is ‘Going For It’. 


@ Lee Greenwood is the proud Grandpa of Matthew William 
Morris, who checked in on the 20 February. By the way, Lee 
has decided he now prefers the ‘clean shaven’ look and is 
completely beardless. 
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Country Music Round Up 


To cast your vote, delete all names in each category, except your choice. 


HIGHEST 
EVER 
POLL 


@ THE ‘Country Music Round Up International 
Awards’ Poll has evoked its greatest ever 
response from its readers. 


@ Part One of the voting having been 
concluded, it’s evolved that there has been a 
31% increase in the number of returns over all 
previous Award Polls the publication has 
sponsored. 


@ The increased voting has also revealed a 
much wider selection of artiste popularity 
amongst ‘CMRU's readership. Many of the 
traditional favourites, although still maintaining a 
high level of support, are now being eclipsed by 
some of their more progressive country 
counterparts. 


@ However, the voting has been close, very 
close and it is quite apparent that recent UK tour 
and festival appearances have benefited certain 
artistes within this year's Poll. 


@ The object of these Awards is to acknowledge 
public popularity in all areas of country music 
amongst British fans in general. Certainly the 
cross section of artistes, both British and 
overseas, that has emerged via this Poll, reflects 
that we have a very broad based readership 
interest which, in turn, we hopefully conclude, 
reflects the general editorial policies of the 
publication. 


® For this year’s Awards it was originally planned 
to emerge from Part One with the top five most 
popular acts in each of ten categories. However, 
such was the closeness of the voting that not one, 
but several sectors have thrown up tied positions. 
Here is a brief summary of how you have polled so 
far:- 


@ /n seeking to find the ‘Most Promising British 
Act’ we found two acts tied for the fifth nominee 
position (so both go forward). Things get even 
more complicated in the ‘Most Popular British 
Group’ sector, two acts having tied in third 
position, effectively leaving just one nominee 
place remaining. But, four bands then all polled 
exactly the same number of votes, so we have 
seven groups going into Part Two in search of 
your verdict. 


@ /n the ‘Most Popular British (Male) Solo Act’ 
section, it seems things are really tight at the top, 
with yet another tie causing six finalists. 


However, breathing very hard down the necks of 
the published nominees for this Award, we found 
another group of six acts, all within close striking 
distance of a nominee place. (In one case just a 
single vote made all the difference). In fact, they 
were all so well supported, we feel they are very 
worthy of a mention. So, in no particular order, 
they were:- Kelvin Henderson, Keith Manifold, 
Jim Ryder, Johnny Marks, Tony Goodacre and 
Ray Lynam. 


@ The heatis on too, in the ‘Most Popular British 
(Female) Solo Act’ section, where once again, 
almost unbelievably, a dead heat has meant six 
finalists go forward to Part Two of the Poll. 


@ Recounts were necessary again among the 
‘International’ categories, as amazingly, exactly 
equal numbers emerged within both the ‘Most 
Popular (Female) Solo Act’ and ‘Most Promising 
International Act’ so, here again each sector has 
six not five final nominees. 


@ Among the acts who appear not to have 
benefited from the increased percentage poll in 
the International sectors was former ‘Female 
Solo’ award winner, Emmylou Harris who, quite 
surprisingly, just failed to make it to the final 
selection this year, as does another former 
regular contender (and the Editor’s early tip) 
Crystal Gayle. Another major surprise is that 
there is no place for Boxcar Willie either in your 
choice. A very heavy poll in this category (some 
folk don’t complete all sections) just ‘rail roaded’ 
the still highly popular ‘hobo’ out of this year’s 
final placings, sharing joint sixth place with Willie, 
Waylon and Merle Haggard. George Jones, 
having clearly lost some favour with British fans, 
could only make fourteenth place behind 
Britain's Raymond Froggatt. In contrast, 
renewed recent publicity on Bobby Bare has, it 
seems, brought him back into the running with 
British fans and his current tour could well 
enhance his chances of collecting those final 
votes. 


@ Recent publicity and an excellent debut 
album release has apparently boosted Dwight 
Yoakam into the limelight, making him perhaps 
the biggest surprise, as he gets a nomination in 
the ‘Most Promising International Act’ category.. 
George Strait’s reputation too, has gone before 
him as he gains a place among the ‘Most Popular 
International Male Solo’ nominees. 


@ Impressive Silk Cut Festival debuts and 
subsequent TV exposure have clearly allowed 
John Schneider and Exile to influence our readers 
and the Moody Brothers’ recent concert tour and 
Wembley performances have stamped their mark 
on the UK fans. 


@ There is also a clear underlying indication 
within the overall poll that the CMA's ‘Discover 
New Country’ campaign has made at least some 
impression, with other artistes such as Sawyer 
Brown and Rosanne Cash, whilst not making the 
final countdown, collecting a sizeable number of 
votes and were well in contention with our 
readers’ popularity poll. 


-><2--- NOMINEE FINALISTS 


THE following are the Final Nominees and categories 
originating from Part One of the ‘Country Music Round Up 
International Awards’ Poll 1986 (listed in no particular order):- 


COMPLETE THIS FORM 


Most Popular 
British Group 
West Virginia 
Colorado 

Hickory Lake 
Campbell’s Country 
Pinkerton’s Colours 


Most Popular 
International Group 
Exile 

Nitty Gritty Dirt Band 
Statler Brothers 
Alabama 

The Oak Ridge Boys 


Clovis 
Poacher 


Most Popular 
British Duo/Trio 
Bob Newman & Carole Gordon 


Philomena Begley & Ray Lynam 
Manson Grant & The Dynamos 


Most Popular 
International Duo/Trio 


The Bellamy Brothers 
The Judds 
Kenny Rogers & Dolly Parton 


o- ~-~--~---~~ VOTES WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED ON THIS OFFICIAL CUT-OUT COUPON ----------------- 


Ray Lynam & Philomena Begley 
Waylon & Willie 


Most Popular International 
(Male) Solo Act 


Ricky Skaggs 
George Strait 


Don Williams 
Johnny Cash 
Kenny Rogers 
Bobby Bare 


Most Popular International 
(Female) Solo Act 

Tammy Wynette 

Dolly Parton 

Lacy J Dalton 

Reba McEntire 

Janie Fricke 

Carroll Baker 


Most Promising 
International Act 
Moody Brothers 
John Schneider 
Exile 

Gary Morris 

Dwight Yoakam 
The Judds 


Spill The Beans Trio 
The Duffy Brothers 


Most Popular British 
(Male) Solo Act 
Gerry Ford 

Mel Haque 

Raymond Froggatt 

Tony Best 

Kenny Johnson 

Stu Stevens 


Most Popular British 
(Female) Solo Act 
Philomena Begley 

Sandi Hart 

Ruby Rendall 

Rose Marie 

Little Ginny 

Tammy Cline 


Most Promising 
British Act 
Sarah Jory 

Jim Ryder 

The Waltons 

Stu Page & Remuda 
Firewater 


Louisiana Hellraisers 


WIN A NIGHT WITH THE STARS 


AT THE GRAND GALA PRE-FESTIVAL DINNER 


@ AS an added incentive for readers to cast their votes in our Poll, we shall be 
entering everyone who sends in their completed Voting Form for our Super 
Special) Free Prize: Draw, -:<ccccc-sc-<c<occoencsscceassustecessecusecnereestestrenroerseaacrrort 
@ The winner will get a Special Invitation for two persons to attend the Grand 
Gala Dinner being held on the eve of the Festival to honour the Stars and 
Celebrity Guests appearing over the Bank Holiday Weekend. 


@ We shall provide weekend, twin-bedded, bed and breakfast hotel 
accommodation, courtesy of Moat House Hotel, as well as giving you your 
tickets for the entire Festival Shows. 


@ The 1986 ‘Country Music Round Up International Awards’ 
presentation ceremony will take place on stage at the mammoth 
Peterborough Country Music Festival (23rd-25th August). 


The closing date for all entries is July 31st 1986. 


Send your completed coupon to:- 


Messrs. Swales & Walden (Chartered Accountants), 
Dept. Int. Awards, 70 High Street, Lincoln, LN5 8AD. 
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WAYLON JENNINGS 
LEAVIN’ TOWN 

RCA International NL 89469 
LEAVIN' TOWN; TIME TO BUM 
AGAIN; IF YOU REALLY WANT ME 
TO I'LL GO; BABY, DON'T BE 
LOOKING IN MY MIND; BUT 
THAT'S ALRIGHT; TIME WILL 
TELL THE STORY; YOU'RE 
GONNA WONDER ABOUT ME; 
FOR LOVIN’ ME; ANITA, YOU'RE 
DREAMING; DOESN'T ANYBODY 
KNOW MY NAME; FALLING FOR 
YOU; | WONDER JUST WHERE | 
WENT WRONG. 


WAYLON & WILLIE 

RCA International NL 85134 
MAMMAS DON'T LET YOUR 
BABIES GROW UP TO BE 
COWBOYS; THE YEAR 2003 
MINUS 25; PICK UP THE TEMPO; 
IF YOU CAN TOUCH HER AT ALL; 
LOOKIN’ FOR A FEELING; IT’S 
NOT SUPPOSED TO BE THAT 
WAY; | CAN GET OFF ON YOU: 
DON’T CUSS THE FIDDLE; GOLD 
DUST WOMAN; A COUPLE MORE 
YEARS; THE WURLITZER PRIZE (I 
DON'T WANT TO GET OVER 
YOU). 


WILL THE WOLF SURVIVE 

MCA MCF 3308 

WILL THE WOLF SURVIVE; THEY 
AIN'T GOT 'EM ALL; WORKING 
WITHOUT A NET; WHERE DOES 
LOVE GO; THAT DOG WON'T 
HUNT; WHAT YOU'LL DO WHEN 
I'M GONE; SUDDENLY SINGLE; 
THE SHADOW OF YOUR DISTANT 
FRIEND; I'VE GOT ME A WOMAN; 
THE DEVIL'S RIGHT HAND. 


@ There's been no shortage of Waylon 
Jennings’ releases recently, what with 
Bear Family's fifteen volume ‘Files’ 
series and ‘Turn The Page’, the album 
that preceded his departure from RCA 
after twenty years. That trend 
continues this month with two re- 
issues on RCA's budget priced 
International label and the debut 
offering from his new company, MCA, 
which provide the highlights of his 
work, past and present. 


@ ‘Leavin’ Town’ was Waylon’s 
second RCA album, originally released 
in 1966 and it features some of his first 
Nashville recordings made under Chet 
Atkins’ production. At the time he 
(along with then label-mates Willie 
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Nelson, Bobby Bare, Ed Bruce and 
George Hamilton IV) was being 
promoted as a folk country exponent 
and the content here is amongst the 
best of that genre. 


@ The title track was penned by Bare 
(who also wrote the sleeve notes), 
while other writers included Gordon 
Lightfoot (‘For Lovin’ Me’), Rod 
McKuen (‘Doesn't Anybody Know My 
Name’); and Harlan Howard (‘Time To 
Bum Again’ and ‘Baby, Don’t Be 
Looking In My Mind’). The most 
commercial sounding track, ‘Anita, 
You're Dreaming’ was co-written by 
Waylon and Don Bowman, as was ‘I 
Wonder Just Where | Went Wrong’, 
while Jennings was the sole writer of 
‘Time Will Tell The Story’. 


@ This album was amongst the best of 
Waylon’s early releases and, although 
the tracks have also been made 
available by Bear Family recently, the 
fact that it comes in the original sleeve 
and sells at a very reasonable price 
makes it a highly collectable item. 


@ Jennings’ voice has hardly altered 
over the years (except maybe to gain a 
sharper edge delivery), but, since he 
and Willie Nelson shunned 
establishment control in favour of 
shaping their own destinies, his choice 
of material and instrumental backup 
have changed dramatically. Of many 
memorable collaborations, ‘Waylon 
And Willie’, first released in 1978, must 
rate as the duo’s masterpiece, 
containing some of the finest, most 
inspired songs ever committed to wax. 


@ Gems like Lee Clayton's ‘If You Can 
Touch Her At All’ (beautifully sung by 
Willie), Ed Bruce’s ‘Mammas’, Shel 
Silverstein and Dennis Loccoriere’s ‘A 
Couple More Years’ and 


GLEN’S 
GLITTERING GRIN 
GONE. WELL, 
ALMOST! 


@ GLEN Campbell's famous 
flashing smile almost failed to 
shine for the start of his British 
tour. His blushes and his smile 
were saved, however, by BBC 
Radio Manchester presenter, 
Susie Mathis and a local dentist. 


@ Susie, who is well known inthe 
North West for her laugh and sense 
of humour, nearly exploded with 
mirth during an interview with 
Glen at Manchester's Piccadilly 
Hotel. Without warning, one of 
Glen's front teeth shot from his 
mouth, to land at Susie's feet. She 
laughed so much that the recorded 
interview had to end, although 
Glen lisped his way through the 
questions like a vamped up Larry 
Grayson. 


Kristofferson’s ‘Don’t Cuss The Fiddle’ 
are pure perfection. These, plus 
Nelson's ‘Pick Up The Tempo’ and ‘It’s 
Not Supposed To Be That Way’ make 
this essential album a standout from 
Start to finish. 


@ Waylon’s last album showed signs 
of conforming with the establishment 
he once rebelled against, but his first 
MCA outing, ‘Will The Wolf Survive’, 
gets right back to the real nitty gritty. 
Jimmy Bowen proves extremely 
sympathetic as Waylon’s co-producer, 
as do the pickers and, while Ralph 
Mooney’s steel is unusually absent, 
Mark O'Connor's prominent mandolin 
is a welcome new innovation. 


@ The superb Los Lobos’ penned title 
track (also the title of their last album) 
gets an entirely different treatment that 
negates attempts at comparison and, 
although not self penned, ‘Working 
Without A Net’ could well refer to the 
fact that Waylon is not using habit 
forming substances these days. 
Tracks like Steve Earle’s infectious 
‘The Devil’s Right Hand’ and the Troy 
Seals/Max D Bammes composed 
‘Suddenly Single’, give Waylon the 
opportunity to sparkle and sound 
fresher than he has for some time. 


@ There are no Waylon originals 
included, but that isn’t alarming, given 
the potential classic quality of the 
material it does contain and | fully 
agree with the sleeve credit, which 
reads ‘special thanks to Don ‘Dirt’ 
Lanier for bird-dogging the songs 
(what a nose).’ 


@ With output like this, there can be 
no doubt that the wily ol’ wolf, Waylon 
Jennings, will survive and | predict his 
first MCA album will be a howling 
success. 


@ There was a serious side to 
gap-toothed Glen's laughter-filled 
dilemma however. He was due to 
appear at Warrington’s Spectrum 
Arena a short while after, for the 
first night of his latest nationwide 
tour. 


@ But, laughing Susie came to the 
rescue, arranging for dentist Theo 
Roland to see Glen out of hours 
and driving him to the surgery in 
Slade Lane, Burnage. 


@ With the famous smile restored 
to its full glory, Glen left for his 
concert, explaining that the tooth 
had been screwed in for many 
years, but had become loose 
because of his bagpipe playing. 
@ Glen had a wonderful evening 
at Warrington, but he never sang 
‘Gith Me Your Wonderthul Thmile’ 
for Susie! 


Brian Ahem. 


Wwe wew kw 


DWIGHT YOAKAM 


GUITARS, CADILLACS, 
ETCETC 

Side One: Honky Tonk Man; It 
Woni't Hurt; I'll Be Gone; South 
Of Cincinnati; Bury Me. 

Side Two: Guitars, Cadillacs; 
Twenty Years; Ring Of Fire; 
Miner’s Prayer; Heartaches By 
The Number. 


@ IT’S very seldom | write 
reviews on records, but this is 
simply one of the most exciting 
and encouraging first albums by 
an artiste | have ever heard. | had 
never heard of Dwight Yoakam 
before this album came through 
the post and, looking at the cover, 
(at my age) | thought he looked like 
a young James Dean. 


@ Seven of the songs are 
originals and I’m not too familiar 
with many of the musicians in the 
Credits, as the record was 
recorded and mixed in California, 
so, to be honest | did not really 
know what to expect. 


@ The singer/songwriter might 
be young, but this album is 
steeped in the tradition of Jimmie 
Rodgers, Hank Williams and 
Merle Haggard at their best. You'll 
hear mandolin, dobro, guitar, steel 
guitar and six string bass, but the 
predominant lead instrument 
throughout seems to be the fiddle 
and the whole feel of the music 
seems to be a mixture of 
traditional, even hillbilly country, 
a fusion of Texas music and 
bluegrass, very much akin to what 
so many of the young bands in this 
Country are trying to do. 


@ This is one album that should 
appeal to both the average British 
club fan and the youngsters who 
are showing an interest in country. 
This is what makes it so exciting to 
me, because | can recommend it to 
both sides, feeling sure each will 
appreciate and even like it. 


@ Dwight Yoakam will be playing 
at the Peterborough Festival this 
August Bank Holiday and, on 
hearing this record, he is a must 
for me. In addition, he is being 
represented by Jim Halsey, who 
looks after such stars as Don 
Williams, Tammy Wynette, the 
Oaks etc., so | feel sure he will not 
be a one record wonder. 


@ The music is superb and as 


country as apple pie. The lyrics are 
about honky tonks, booze, prison, 
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@ Participating in the recent ‘Discover New Country’ campaign, the HMV Shop in 
London's Oxford Street, gave over its prime window space to the campaign 
artistes, as well as featuring display areas within the store. Inspecting the display 
are (left) Tony Byworth of Byworth-Wootton International and Douglas Coates of 
the Leisure Process, who led the campaign's publicity and marketing co- 
ordination. 


. lost love, cars and, although there 
is not a song about Mom, there is 
one written for his Grandad. 
Ironically, despite its originality, 
the album opens with a song from 
the fifties that will be familiar to 
many readers called ‘Honky Tonk 
Man’. Dwight keeps it simple and 
sets the tone of the album, no 
clever over-production! The first 
self-penned song ‘It Won't Hurt’ 
reminds me of Haggard at his best, 
both the song and the singing. ‘I'll 
Be Gone’ has a more bluegrass 
feel, very much in the vein those 
young British pub bands are 
offering. 

The mood changes completely for 
the quite unique ‘South Of 
Cincinnati’ and the last track (a 
duet with Maria McKee) is back to 
that bluegrassy feel, really nice. 


Swing side to it and it fairly romps, 
with a foot-tapping, singalong 
appeal. ‘Twenty Years’ is a prison 
song (what country album would 
be complete without one)? ‘Ring 
Of Fire’ is the Johhny Cash classic, 
performed ata slightly faster pace. 
“Miner's Prayer’ is written for 
Dwight’s Grandad, who was a 
Kentucky miner for forty years. The 
album closes with the now country 
Classic ‘Heartaches By The 
Number, which opens with fiddle 
and is treated in such a way that | 
am sure not one single country 
music fan will complain about. 


Some country fans are wary about 
buying albums from artistes they 
know nothing about, but | suggest 
you take a chance with this one. 
It's great! In fact, if | was Cleopatra 
reviewing it, | would say, ‘If this 
ain't country, you can kiss my 


@ Side Two opens with perhaps asp'! 


the strongest track ‘Guitars’ 
Cadillacs’ and, as the lyrics say, it 
is hillbilly music with a western 


Mick Green. 
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@ IT’S been revealed that a toxicology study found traces of 
cocaine in the bloodstreams of the late Rick Nelson and two 
members of his band. However, a spokesman for the National 
Transportation Safety Board was quick to add that this in no 
way contributed to the fire which caused Nelson’s plane to 
crash. Tracy Nelson, Rick's twenty-two year old daughter, has 
carried on filming her new movie ‘Down And Out In Beverly 
Hills’, saying this is what her father would have wanted. 


@ It had to happen! Bobby Buck finally captured me to give 
me the full promotional works. 

Bobby, from 
Amarillo, 
Texas, 


sit 


describes himself as ‘Mr OTT’ (over the top), but, if you cast 
aside the intense publicity campaign, he really is an 
interesting character. Bobby has written a number of fine 
songs that he can be justifiably proud of, such as ‘Hair Of The 
Dog That Bit Me’, ‘Borrowed Time’, ‘| Can Remember Her 
Name’ and ‘Hell In Hello’. He is represented on record on the 
single ‘Take Time To Care’ (Spartan), assisted by Poacher 
and lan Botham. A percentage of the royalties from sales goes 
to Leukaemia Research. 


@ Still in Texas, Lore (of the Legends) has created 
something of a stir with a song called ‘Dollar A Day’. The song 
features in a TV documentary starring Waylon Jennings and 
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Notice 


has been credited to someone else. Lore is currently 
negotiating an amicable settlement in respect of the 
royalties. 


Speaking of Lore’s songs, I’m currently playing some new 
ones sent to me by the ‘Bandera Bandit’. Of the four new to 
me, ‘Yankees In Houston’ must rank as my favourite, though | 
also enjoyed ‘Silver Spurs’, ‘Hair Trigger Colt 44° and 
‘Georgia Moanin’. Surely, now is the time to bring all these 
songs together on an album. 


@ Linda Ronstadt, Dolly Parton and Emmylou Harris have 
finally finished their collaborative album. Recorded in LA and 
Nashville, the album includes new songs written by Emmylou 
and Dolly, plus some standards. 


@ | note Pete Ryan, the Hull based singer/songwriter, 
recently had his photograph featured in the Northern edition 
of ‘Radio Times’. Pete has changed his group’s name to the 
Road Band and will shortly be releasing a cassette of his 
humorous songs entitled ‘Live And Kicking’. 


@ Changes have taken place in T P Stubbs’ Bar Room Band. 
Sling Richards, the longtime bass picker, is out, replaced by 
former Out Of Hand lead vocalist Norman Hall. The band’s 
drummer Snake Adams has returned after a lengthy stay in 
hospital with respiratory problems (allegedly caused when 
Snake was enguifed in gunsmoke whilst performing at a 
gunfighter club). Slim Carter, the lead guitarist, remains. 


@ | often speak of the ‘courage’ of this or that performer, but 
Can anyone top Jean Marie, lead vocalist in front of Denver? 
Jean Marie, a Welsh lass, began her working life at a Dr 
Barnardo’s home caring for mentally handicapped children. 
At the age of twenty-six she married and later found she 
could not have any children of her own. However, Jean Marie 


adopted three toddlers and had to bring them up on her own - 


after her marriage broke down. She married again to a chap 
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The Magnum Music Group 


Available from all good record shops or by mail order 
at £6.50 each including postage and packing (add 
£1.00 for Europe and overseas) from The Magnum 
Music Group, Magnum House, Drake Avenue, 
Staines, Middlesex TW 18 2AW 
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with three kids of his own, thus enlarging her family by 
100%. With her family growing, Jean Marie turned back to 
her childhood love of singing and, after fronting a couple of 
bands, formed her own, Denver. Though based in Norwich, 
Jean Marie & Denver play the length and breadth of the 
country. | only wish | had half your energy love! 


@ It's not very often that the Capital of England features at 
the top of the country charts, but it has, with Ricky Skaggs’ 
‘Live In London’ gaining the number one slot. During the 
European tour, Ricky played Paris, the graveyard of country 
music, pulling a capacity audience and gaining an unheard 
of three encores. 


@ To coincide with Bobby Bare’s tour, last month saw the 
release of a ‘Best Of compilation on the Colt label. 
Extremely good value with twenty tracks, the album covers 
almost all aspects of Bare’s career. 


@ Doncaster’s much acclaimed trio Spill The Beans have 
released a new, twelve track cassette. Titled ‘Second 
Helping’ (B.M. 113), the tape provides a good showcase for 
their vocal and instrumental talents, with a variety of songs 
to please just about everybody. | found difficulty in picking 
out favourite tracks, though | must admit | leaned toward 
‘After The Goldrush’ (sung acapella), a cracking version of 
the old spiritual ‘Children Go’ and ‘I Heard The Bluebird 
Sing’, a song my Mother used to sing to me, originally 
recorded by Lulu Belle & Scotty. The blend of voices, lead, 
bass and tenor, lend themselves naturally to gospel type 
numbers, admirably displayed on ‘Old Time Lovin’, ‘Elvira’ 
and ‘Daddy Sang Bass’. Irish numbers are favourites at 
concerts, a fact realised by the trio when they added ‘Forty 
Shades Of Green’ and ‘Maggie’. Larry Gatlin's ‘Midnight 
Choir’ receives a sensitive arrangement, as does Rodney 
Crowell’s “Til | Gain Control Again’, ‘Coat Of Many Colours’ 
is the lovely Sue’s only solo and, completing this most 
enjoyable cassette is Hank Jr's ‘Dixie On My Mind’. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all.Gemini 
and Cancer people, including:- 


Pat Boone 

Carl Butler 
Michael Clarke (formerly of the 
Byrds) 

Freddy Fender 

Don Reid of the Statler Brothers & 
Mitch Jayne (formerly of the 
Dillards) 

Joe Stampley 

Bonnie Brown of the Browns & 
Wynn Stewart 

Vernon Oxford & Steve Fromholz 
Wilma Burgess 

Charlie Feathers 

Dennis Locorriere of Dr. Hook 
Waylon Jennings & Terri Gibbs 
Billy ‘Crash’ Craddock 

Chet Atkins & Anne Murray 

Kris Kristofferson & Roy Drusky 
June Carter & Diana Trask 

Doc Williams 

Paul Kennerley & Don Williams 


@ When! met Essex based band Firewater for the first time 
at the end of February, | was very impressed. Eager to know 
more about this outfit | discovered that they comprised three 
session men and a guitar student. Jim Nichol (lead guitarist/ 
vocalist) gained experience in the studios by working with the 
Tweets on ‘The Birdie Song’, with the Piranhas on ‘Zambesi’ 
and with Status Quo on a number of occasions. He is also a 
guitar teacher. Bill Redif (drums/vocals) and Steve Gee 
(guitars/bass/vocals) are both working sessioneers who love 
country music. That leaves the youngest member of the band 
and Nichol’s star pupil, Dave Young (rhythm guitar). That 
night | also learned that Firewater were to have a record 
release on the Sundown label. 

The album, ‘Brand New Vintage’ really does capture the mood 
of the band. They rarely use standards, though they do play 
familiar works, blending these with original material. Of the 
latter, there’s ‘Saving Up My Nights’, ‘Baby Sweet Dreams’, 
‘Lonely Road Cafe’ and ‘Whiskey Drinking Man’, all of which 
stand up well alongside John Fogerty’s ‘Almost Saturday 
Night’ and ‘Drivin’ My Life Away. There’s a real bluesy 
version of ‘Crazy’, complete with wailing sax and melancholy 
piano. ‘Golden Memories’, ‘Heartaches In Heartaches’, a 
revitalised ‘Sea Of Heartbreak’ and ‘Drunk And Crazy’ make 
this an excellent debut album. 


@ Firewater have put a lot of care into this set. Little 
innovations lift certain tracks, such as the pounding rain, 
wind and thunder at the start of ‘Drivin’ My Life Away’ and 
the party atmosphere on ‘Drunk And Crazy’. The presence of 
three lead vocalists also adds spice to the listening. But, itis 
not all Firewater. There are some excellent guest musicians, 
such as Tony Bowens (keyboards), Vic Collins (banjo/steel), 
Graham Lister and Ray Kedge also on steel, Bill Loveday 
(fiddle) and Geraint Watkins (piano/accordion). 

Firewater - heap good! 


@ That's it for this month. Remember, there are stars in the 
Southern sky. 
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KEN PHILLIPS COUNTRY BAND ‘Loving’ b/w ‘Trilogy’ 
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The sound of pure country now available 
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MICK CONLIN 


GUNS NO-ONE CAN SEE 


Conlin can be the most infuriating 
singer a reviewer could wish to 
meet. One set he’s probably pop/ 
country, the next he’s tex-mex, 
then he’s Irish or stone country. In 
short, Conlin is where country 
music is today. He has an exciting 
voice, which he uses on songs that 
he can really do justice and no 
writer should ever fear this guy's 
interpretation. 


‘Guns No-one Can See’ is an 
excellent collection of concert 
favourites, a showcase of country 
styles. My top favourite is Peter 
Rowan’s ‘Come On And Break My 
Heart’, with its tremendous 
harmonies and the mandolin licks 
of Alan Senior. James Taylor's 
‘Bartender Blues’ is treated to that 
honky tonk feel, enhanced by Brian 
Wood's steel guitar, while ‘Before 
The Next Teardrop Falls’, sung 
partly in Spanish, escorts the 
listener to the heart of Mexico. Mick 
then transports his listeners a few 
thousand miles to Ireland for a 
cracking version of ‘The Mountains 
Of Mourne’. A powerhouse version 
of ‘I'll Find It Where | Can’ 
completes a very satisfying Side 
One. 


T’other side begins with Jackson 
Browne's ‘Rosie’, featuring Julie 
Matthews on piano and really one of 
the best cuts on the tape. Butch 
Hancock’s ‘Spanish Is A Loving 
Tongue’ and Roy Orbison’s ‘Blue 
Bayou’ follow. | then got a big 
surprise with the inclusion of Nils 
Lofgren’s ‘Shine Silently’, an 
inspired choice that. The tape 
finishes with a sensitive version of 
Rodney Crowell’s ‘Till | Gain 
Control Again’. 


Apart from the musicians already 
mentioned, Nigel Westmorland 
keeps his drums low key and folk 
singer Steve Womack lends vocal 
support. 


A great debut from a singer who is 
destined to be a big name, this 
cassette is available from 

M.C. Tapes, 132 High Street, 
Bentley, Doncaster, priced £3.50, 
inclusive of postage and package. 


OOOOOO 


GORDON LEMONDINE 


YOUR KIND OF COUNTRY 


If you’ve never met Gordon 
Lemondine, you don’t know what 
you’re missing. Apart from being an 
excellent country balladeer, Gordon 
is the most caring and charitable guy 
I’ve ever met. His concern for his 
fellow beings comes across strongly 
in his performance and his sensitive 
approach, with the inherent 
sincerity, wrings every ounce of 
emotion out of his songs. The first of 
the twelve tracks is a good example 
ofthis. Dave Todd wrote ‘Pretty Run 
Away’ especially for Gordon, whose 


delivery makes the song seem a 
classic at first listening and 
subsequent airings only reinforce 
this feeling. 


The remaining tracks are concert 
favourites, picked as ever by 
Gordon's legion of fans, ‘| Never 
Once Stopped Loving You’, 
‘Sunday Morning Coming Down’, ‘I 
Will Love You All My Life’, ‘Julie’, 
‘Drinking Them Beers’, ‘Slippin’ 
Away’, ‘All Our Favourite Songs’ 
(what a tremendous gospel song 
this is), ‘All My Cloudy Days Are 
Gone’, ‘Lovin’ On Borrowed Time’, 
‘Little Ole Wine Drinker Me’ and 
‘Texas When | Die’. 

Bill Clarke (keyboards, guitars and 
things) and Maurice (steel guitar) 
provide excellent backing. 


This tape is available from 
G.L. Tapes, 13 Woodview Grove, 
Beeston, Leeds 11. 


OOOOOO 


WARREN REEVES 


Warren Reeves hails, | believe, 
from Clarksburg, Mississippi, but 
has for some years, resided in 
Skegness on the Lincolnshire 
coast. Warren has a great fan 
following, but | feel this tape will not 
do much to enhance his reputation. 
I've seen Warren live, so | know he 
possesses a good voice and that 
this collection does nothing to 
emphasise that point. 


The title ‘Sings Country’ is not very 
inspiring and the material even less 
so. ‘Good Hearted Woman’, ‘Big 
Iron’, ‘Wild Side Of Life’, ‘Coward Of 
The County’, ‘Truck Driving Man’, 
‘I’m So Lonesome | Could Cry’, 
‘Country Roads’, ‘Ghost Riders’, 
‘She’s In Love With A Rodeo Man’, 
‘Nobody's Child’, ‘Wedding Bells’, 
‘My Best Friend’, ‘l Saw The Light’, 
and ‘The Lord Knows I’m Drinking’, 
have all been done to death. But, 
I’m sure Warren has chosen these 
to please his many fans and my 
comments probably won't matter 
much. 


THE HILLSIDERS 
IF THAT'S THE WAY YOU FEEL 
Suitbag HSC 36701 
CLOSE UP THE HONKY TONKS; THAT’S THE 
WAY LOVE GOES; IN MY ARMS AGAIN; IF 
THAT'S THE WAY YOU FEEL; PAN HANLDE 
RAG; SHE LOVES MY TROUBLES AWAY; 
READY FOR THE TIMES TO GET BETTER; 
ACROSS THE MOUNTAIN; THEME FROM 
THE THORNBIRDS; SWEET TEMPTATION; | 
SHOULD HAVE CALLED; RELEASE ME; 
CRAZY ARMS. 


This ‘cassette only’ release from 
one of Britain’s best known and 
longest established bands, is 
typical of the professional attitude 
and style that has kept them at the 
top for many years. With strong 
lead vocals from Kevin McGarry, 


Brian Hilton and Joe Butler, 
augmented by tight harmonies, 
they are an example to many other 
bands. 


There are two instrumentals here 
to balance the set, ‘Pan Handle 
Rag’, featuring Dave Rowlands on 
steel and the theme from the TV 
series ‘The Thornbirds’. 


Like their stage show, this tape is 
full of good, solid country music and 
you can’t get much better than their 
interpretations of ‘That’s The Way 
Love Goes’ or ‘She Loves My 
Troubles Away’. Yes, folks, the 
Hillies have been with us a long 
time and, as long as they keep up 
this high standard, they'll be a force 
to be reckoned with for many years 
to come. You can obtain this tape 
from their fan club, c/o Jayne, 
41 Cricket Hill Road, Felixstowe, 
Suffolk. 

Clive Wynes. 


OOOOOU 


SILVER BULLET 

DREAMS OF A MODERN COWBOY 
BOUND TO BE A LOSER; THE ANSWER (TO 
EVERYTHING); BOUND FOR BOTANY BAY; 
SEA OF HEARTBREAK; (WHEN YOU WERE) 
SWEET SIXTEEN; LITTLE BITTY TEAR; YES, 
MR PETERS; WHISKEY IN THE JAR; THE OLE 
RUGGED CROSS; THE CRYSTAL 
CHANDELIERS; JESSE JAMES; DREAMS OF A 
MODERN COWBOY. 


Silver Bullet are a duo, with Wendy 
Molloy on vocals, Shaun Molloy on 
guitar/vocals and a definite Irish 
flavour in both material and 
interpretation. They both have 
pleasant, though not outstanding 
voices and, with the varied material 
on this cassette, make it a pleasure 
to listen to. 


Wendy has a nice, clear voice that 
can be heard to effect on ‘The 


’ Answer (To Everything)’ and ‘The 


Old Rugged Cross’, while Shaun 
takes lead on ‘Botany Bay’ and 
‘Whiskey In The Jar’. 


| must admit | was expecting the 
worst when | saw the perennial 
‘Crystal Chandeliers’ was included, 
but Nigel Bellis, who was 
responsible for arranging as well as 
perfoming on keyboards, has given 
it an interesting brash and brassy 
sounding arrangement. Indeed his 
keyboards and arrangements 
throughout make these songs alittle 
different and enjoyable. 


Originality rears its head on two of 
the songs, both written by Shaun 
Molloy, the bouncy opener, ‘Bound 
To Be A Loser’, performed by 
Wendy and ‘The Dreams Of A 
Modern Cowboy’, with Shaun on 
lead vocals and some really nice 
harmony by Wendy. They deserve 
more exposure than they will no 
doubt get. 
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Clive Wynes. 
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CONWAY TWITTY 
BIG TOWN 
Showcase SHLP 142 
EVER SINCE YOU WENT AWAY; BIG TOWN; 
BLUE 1S THE WAY | FEEL’ TREAT ME MEAN, 
TREAT ME CRUEL; THE ROAD THAT | WALK; 
DON'T GO TOO FAR; BROKEN HEART; 
ANGEL'S WINGS; TURN THE OTHER CHEEK; 
WONDER IF YOU TOLD HER; MIDNIGHT; 
YOU MADE ME WHAT | AM; BIG TRAIN; 
SITTING IN A DIM CAFE; LET ME BE THE 
JUDGE; DIGGIN’; HAVE | BEEN AWAY TOO 
LONG; WHERE | STAND; RISKIN’ ONE. 


Long before Conway Twitty was a 
big country star he had a serious 
career in rockabilly and fifties’ style 
rock ‘n’ roll. These nineteen tracks 
stem from those early days. 


There is a raw urgency about the 
young Conway's voice, 
accentuated by the typically 
echoing sound of the recordings. 
There’s a lot of similarity between 
Twitty here and the young Elvis 
Presley, ‘The Road That | Walk’ 
and ‘Don’t Go Too Far’ being 
examples of this. 


This is an album for rockabilly fans 
and Twitty fans who must have 
everything by their idol. More 
recent converts to Conway would 
be well advised to listen before 
buying, though it is great value for 
money. 


OOOOOO 


JIMMY PAYNE 

THE ALBUM VERSION 

Password PASS A 0002 
DON'T SAY LOVE; CHEATIN’ TURNS HER ON; 
WHEN SOMEONE THAT YOU LOVE TOUCHES 
YOU; FEELIN’ THE WEIGHT OF MY CHAINS; 
THE GREATEST COUNTRY SINGER OF THEM 
ALL; TURNIN’ MY LOVE ON; UGLY WOMEN 
AND PICK-UP TRUCKS; HOW DO YOU TELL 
SOMEONE YOU LOVE; CAN | PICK YOU UP 
(YOU LOOK SO LOW); EVERY DOG HAS ITS 
DAY; CHEERIO TO JOLLY OLDE. 


Arkansas born Jimmy Payne is a 
popular visitor to these shores 
where his intimate style and 
audience communication is ideally 
suited to our smaller venues. This 
intimacy and communication is 
admirably demonstrated on this 
album, which highlights the two 
facets of Jimmy Payne, songwriter 
and singer. 


As awriter, Jimmy turns in some 
nice songs, including the catchy 
‘Don’t Say Love’ (co-written with 
Jim Glaser); a tribute to George 
Jones ‘The Greatest Country 
Singer Of Them All’, and a Jimmy 
Payne classic ‘Feelin’ The Weight 
Of My Chains’. ‘Every Dog Has His 
Day’ is a good song about the 
under-dog, while ‘Cheerio To Jolly 
Olde’ expresses some of his 
feelings for his second ‘home’, 
England. 

Highspot from someone else's per 
is the Mike McCauley number, a 
duet between Jimmy and Tompall 
Glaser, ‘Ugly Women And Pick-Up 
Trucks’. 

As you would expect from a 
Nashville recording that features 
the likes of Reggie Young, Henry 
Strzelacki, Doyle Grisham, Johnny 
Gimble etc., the production is 
immaculate, while, as a British 
release, it shouldn't be too difficult 
to find. But, if you get any problems, 
contact Password Records, 

40 Pleydell Avenue, London, 


TANYA TUCKER 
GIRLS LIKE ME 
Capitol ST 12474 
ONE LOVE AT A TIME; I'LL COME BACK AS 
ANOTHER WOMAN; FOOL, FOOL HEART; 
JUST ANOTHER LOVE; GIRLS LIKE ME; 
SOMEBODY TO CARE; IT’S ONLY OVER FOR 
YOU; DADDY LONG LEGS; YOU COULD 
CHANGE MY MIND; STILL HOLD ON. 


Contemporary country at its best is 
an apt description for this album. 
After flirting with the pop scene, the 
husky voiced Tanya Tucker has 
returned to the country fold. 


Just listening to her soulful voice on 
‘Fool, Fool Heart’ sends tingles 
down my spine and is just one of the 
ten great songs here. From 
powerful, emotive ballads like ‘Still 
Hold On’ and Marshall Chapman’s 
descriptive ‘Daddy Long Legs’ to 
the bouncy ‘One Love At A Time’, 
this is a super album. It’s produced 
by Jerry Crutchfield, with a great 
bunch of pickers, including Kenny 
Mims, Larry Sasser and Vince Gill. 


The cover ‘photo of Tanya is well 
worth buying the album for alone 
and, although she looks trendy onit, 
rest assured that the album 
contains some of the best modern 
country music around. | thoroughly 
recommend it. 


IMPORT PARADE 


CAROL MARTYN 
ONCE THE MAGIC’S GONE 
Golden Eagle GEL! 1005 

WHERE HAS THE MAGIC GONE; YOU'D BE 
GONE AGAIN; IT’S TIMES LIKE THIS; 
WICHITA; CLINGING TO YOUR MEMORY; 
YOU CALLED HER NAME (AGAIN); LOVE'S 
BEEN GOOD TO YOU; THE NEED IN ME; HERE 
| AM AGAIN; THIS MOMENT’S NOT 
FOREVER. 


Every so often a record comes 
along that really grabs my 
imagination. ‘Once The Magic’s 
Gone’ is one of those rare albums 
that | hated removing from the 
turntable to make way for other 
review albums. Certainly, for me, 
the title will never come true, for the 
magic of this album and the soulful 
voice of the delightful Carol Martyn 
will always remain magic to me. 


Just listening to Carol interpret the 
moving lyrics of Fay Walker’s 
compositions such as ‘It’s Times 
Like This’ and ‘Where Has The 
Magic Gone’ sends tingles down 
my spine. Her strong, clear, 
emotive voice is ideal for these 
songs of lost love and heartbreak, 
songs which manage to be strongly 
emotional without becoming tacky. 
Carol’s producer takes writing 
credits on ‘You Called Her Name 
(Again)’ and ‘This Moment's Not 
Forever’, two more of the excellent 
songs on this album. Indeed, I can’t 
find one.song that | don’t like here. 


As one would expect from an album 
recorded in Nashville, the backing is 
superb, with Lloyd Green on steel, 
Henry Strzelecki on bass, Fred 
Newell on lead guitar etc., while 
Tony Migliores’ piano deserves 
special mention. 


This will no doubt be another hard- 
to-find album, so drop a line to 
Golden Eagle Records, 

55 S. Cumberland Street, Thunder 
Bay, Ontario, P7B 2T6, Canada. 


PS: | forgot to mention that Carol 
wrote one number herself, ‘Clinging 
To Your Memory’ and it’s a beaut! 


OOOOO0O 


ALBERT HALL 
BLUE MOON CAFE 
Quality $v2137 
BLUE MOON CAFE; THE WAY | DO; 
FAVOURITE MEMORY; BLUE UMBRELLA; 
WHY DON'T | JUST SAY I LOVE YOU; 
MIDNIGHT TO DAYLIGHT; OLD BUDDY; WE 
HAD A FUTURE. 


This is the third album from 
Canadian Albert Hall and, if you 
haven't heard his two previous 
outings ‘Country Rocker’ and 


‘Amazing Stranger’ then you’ve 
missed some of the finest original 
contemporary country music 
around. Quality, as well as being the 
label he records for, is also the word 
| would use to describe, not only the 
songs, but also his interpretation of 
them. The only song here not 
written by the Albert Hall/Terry 
Tabares team is John Prine’s ‘Blue 
Umbrella’, a number that could well 
end up aclassic. 


The slow, sensuous strains of 
‘Favourite Memory’ and ‘Why Don’t 
| Just Say That Love You’ will haunt 
me for along time to come, while the 
thoughtful and introspective ‘Old 
Buddy’ is a modern masterpiece. 
The keyboards of Ray Parker, 
combined with Ron Dann’s steel 
and some really excellent guitar and 
dobro from Mike Francis, make this 
Toronto recorded album the equal of 
anything currently coming out of 
Nashville. 


Now | do have one slight complaint. 
With only eight tracks and a total 
running time of just over twenty-six 
minutes, the producers have been a 
little mean to record buyers. But, that 
aside, it is a superb album and 
Albert Hall is aname to be reckoned 
with. No doubt this will be difficult to 
obtain as well, so drop a line to 
DBC Ltd, 180 Duncan Mill Road, 
Suite 400, Don Mills, Ontario, 
Canada, M3B 1Z6. 


SINGLE FILE 


MARIE LESTER 
DT Records (U15765 M) 
WE'RE NOT ANGELS ANYMORE; HE 
ALWAYS STARTS A FIRE; THIS AIN'T THE 
NUMBER; MAMA HE'S CRAZY. 


Liverpool's lovely Marie Lester is 
making a strong attempt at the big 
time, with the able assistance of 
Jay Diamond of Diamond Talent in 
Nashville. Certainly, Marie is in fine 
voice on this four track EP and, with 
four great songs, including the 
catchy ‘We're Not Angels 
Anymore’, as well as the soulful 
‘Mama He’s Crazy’. x 

My favourite track is a powerful 
number on the ups and downs of 
love, ‘He Always Starts A Fire’. 


By the time you read this, all the UK 
radio stations should have a copy, 
so if they haven't played it yet, get 
on to them because I'm sure you're 
gonna like this one. 


MEL HAGUE 
I'M TYING THE LEAVES/NOTHING TO SAY 
OGBS 01 


Side One of this picture sleeve 
single from ‘Old Gravel Boots’ is a 
weepie, on which Mel narrates and 
sings a story about two children. 
Although this type of song is not 
usually my particular cup of tea, | 
must say that he does a grand job of 
it and I’m sure it's going to be a very 
popular song for him. 


The flip side is a full blooded Mel 
Hague original, a bouncy little 
number about the perils of 
songwriting. 


Both songs deserve a lot of airplay, 
so if you haven't heard them yet on 
your local country radio show, then 
get on the blower, or write and 
pester the life out of them. This is an 
excellent release. 


FOR WEEK ENDING MAY 17, 1986 


ALBUMS 


Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports. 


ARTIST 


Vi, | L & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG LIST PRICE) 


LABE 
G) | 3 | «| a | HANK WILLIAMS, JR. @ warner/curs 25267/WARNER BROS. (8.98) 10 weeks at No. One FIVE-O | 
2 Bese ALABAMA A RCA AHL1-7170 (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS 
ORETET 
4 7 


REBA MCENTIRE mca 5691 (8.98) WHOEVER'S IN NEW ENGLAND 
| 7 | 26 | THE JUDDS @ pca/curs AHL1-7042/RCA (8.98) (CD) ROCKIN’ WITH THE RHYTHM 


G7 | 12 | 4 | Witte NELSON couman rc-40327 THE PROMISELAND 


| 
| 12 | ANNE MURRAY capttot s) 12466 (8.98) SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT 


6 | 2 | 
GD] 8 | 10 | 6 | WAYLON JENNINGS mca see8 (398) WILL THE WOLF SURVIVE 
GREATEST HITS 
8 | 10 | 6 | 29 | EARL THOMAS CONLEY rca ant1-7032 (8.98) (0) 
9 


JOHN CONLEE covumeia Fc-40257 HARMONY 


| 14 | 16 | 6 | RONNIE MILSAP Rca ani-7196 (298) (co) LOST IN THE FIFTIES TONIGHT 
QD] 12 | 15 | 8 | MERLE HAGGARD ert sozse A FRIEND IN CALIFORNIA 


2] 16 | 18 | 5 | DWIGHT YOAKAM nePase 25372/warweR anos. (898) GUITARS, CADILLACS, ETC., ETC. 


4 


: THIRTEEN 
13 Pau | u | 20 | EMMYLOU HARRIS warner BROS. 25352 (8.98) 
| 18 | — | 2. |- THE OAK RIDGE BOYS mca 5714 6.98) SEASONS 


15 | 15 | 14 | 33 | GEORGE STRAIT @ wea 560s (8.98) SOMETHING SPECIAL 
16 EAeeEs JOHN SCHNEIDER Mca 5668 (2.98) A MEMORY LIKE YOU 
7 7] 3 | 33 | DAN SEALS emi-amertca ST-17166 (8.98) WON'T BE BLUE ANYMORE 
18 } 3} 8 | 3 | SAWYER BROWN capitot/curs ST-12438/CAPITOL (8.98) SHAKIN’ 
HYTHM AND ROMANCE 
Le 19 | 0 | 19 | a | ROSANNE CASH cotumaia Fc 39463 Ri 
20 | 21 | 20 | 26 | RICKY SKAGGS ccc Fe-s0103 LIVE IN LONDON 
7 Fig | 17 | 25 | JUICE NEWTON rca 5493 (8.98) (CD) OLD FLAME 
iE W.JENNINGS,W.NELSON,J.CASH,K.KRISTOFFERSON © 
|_ 2 | 2 | | | COLUMBIA NGS HIGHWAYMAN 
5 Y 
a | 23 |. 28 | 10 | EVERLY BROTHERS mercury 826 142-1/POLYGRAM (8.98) BORN YESTERDA' 
24 E3EIER GEORGE JONES crtc Fe 39598 WHO'S GONNA FILL THEIR SHOES 
ob 125 | 25 | 82 | THE STATLER BROTHERS mercury 824.420-1/POLYGRAM (8.98) PARDNERS IN RHYME 
26 | 2a. ERE EXILE epic Fe40000 HANG ON TO YOUR HEART 
2 |. 26 | 24 | 26 | HANK WILLIAMS, JR. warNer/cuRe 25328/WARNER BROS. (8.98) GREATEST HITS-VOLUME II 
Eads cae 
2 | 34°] 31 | 31 | LEE GREENWOOD wea 5622 <898) STREAMLINE 
33 RIGH 
29 3 | 5 | 8 | CHARLY MCCLAIN/WAYNE MASSEY epic 40249 WHEN LOVE IS RIGHT 
x) | 2 | 6 | 65 | ALABAMA 4 RCA AHL1-5339 (8.98) (CD) 40 HOUR WEEK 


FOR WEEK ENDING MAY 17, 1986 


SINGLES 


Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
TITLE and one-stop sales reports and radio playlists. 


ARTIST 
PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 


AIN'T MISBEHAVIN' week at No. One : HANK WILLIAMS, JR. 
. BOWEN, H.WILLIAMS, JR, (F.WALLER, A.RAZAF, H.BROOK WARNER/CURB 7-28794/WARNER BROS. 


TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN LOVE KENNY ROGERS 
G.MARTIN (M.SMOTHERMAN) RCA 14298 


ONE LOVE AT A TIME 
J.CRUTCHFIELD (P.DAVIS, P.OVERSTREET) 


WHOEVER'S IN NEW ENGLAND : 
J.BOWEN,R.MCENTIRE (K.FRANCESCHI, Q.POWERS) 


HAPPY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY BABY 
R.MILSAP, T.COLLINS,R.GALBRAITH (M.SYLVIA, G.LOPEZ) 


2 
3 


TANYA TUCKER 
CAPITOL 5533 
REBA MCENTIRE 
MCA 52767 
RONNIE MILSAP 


RCA 14286 


ROSANNE CASH 
COLUMBIA 38-05794 


NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND 
WARNER BROS. 7-28780 


STEVE WARINER 
MCA 52786 


2= 


OLD ON 
. CROWELL,D. THOENER (R.CASH) 


PARTNERS, BROTHERS & FRIENDS 
M.MORGAN,P.WORLEY (J.|BBOTSON, J.HANNA) 


LIFE’S HIGHWAY 
T.BROWN,J.BOWEN (R.LEIGH, RMURRAH) —- 


GRANDPA (TELL ME "BOUT THE GOOD OLD DAYS) 
B.MAHER (J.0'HARA) 


HARMONY 
B.LOGAN (R.BERESFORD, J.HINSON) 


MAMA'S NEVER SEEN THOSE EYES 
J.LWALLACE, T.SKINNER (J.L.WALLACE, TSKINNER) 


HONKY TONK MAN 
P.ANDERSON (H.HAUSEY, T.FRANKS, J. HORTON) 


REPETITIVE REGRET 
R.LANDIS (M.WRIGHT, R.NIELSEN) 


LIVING IN THE PROMISELAND 
W.NELSON (D.L.JONES) 


@ THE JUDDS 
RCA/CURB 14290/RCA 


JOHN CONLEE 
COLUMBIA 38-05778 


THE FORESTER SISTERS 
WARNER BROS. 7-28795 


@ DWIGHT YOAKAM 
REPRISE 7-28793/WARNER BROS. 


EDDIE RABBITT 
RCA 14317 


WILLIE NELSON 
COLUMBIA 38-05834 


THE OAK RIDGE BOYS 
MCA 52801 


RESTLESS HEART 
RCA 14292 


JULIET 
R.CHANCEY (L.HOPPEN, J.HALL) 


TIL! LOVED YOU 
T.DUBOIS,S. HENDRICKS (V.STEPHENSON, J.SILBAR, D-ROBBINS) 


BORN YESTERDAY 
D.EDMUNDS (D.EVERLY) 


EVERYTHING THAT GLITTERS (IS NOT GOLD) 
KLEHNING (D.SEALS, B.MCDILL) 


EVERLY BROTHERS 
MERCURY 884-428-7/POLYGRAM 


DAN SEALS 
EML-AMERICA 8311 


EASY TO PLEASE JANIE FRICKE 
B.MONTGOMERY (K.M.ROBBINS, R.FLEMING) COLUMBIA 38-05781 


WHEN YOU GET TO THE HEART BARBARA MANDRELL (WITH THE OAK RIDGE BOYS) 
T.COLLINS (N.WILSON, T.BROWN, W.HOLYFIELD) MCA 5280 
PS 


READ MY LI MARIE OSMOND 
P.WORLEY (M.BLATTE, LGOTTLIEB) CAPITOL/CURB 5563/CAPITOL 


pie AE SHOT MOVER/SALES £* f eee 

@)| 26 | | 7 | OLD FLAME JUICE NEWTON 
R.LANOIS (R.NIELSEN) RCA 14295 

QD} zm | 32 | 7 | SUPERLOVE .  nerom cnc UE 


HEARTS AREN'T MADE TO BREAK (THEY'RE MADE TO LOVE) LEE GREENWOOD 
J.CRUTCHFIELD (R.MURRAH, S.DEAN) MCA 52807 


; La WHEN IT’S DOWN TO ME AND YOU CHARLY MCCLAIN/WAYNE MASSEY 
fee SNEED BROTHERS (D.MORGAN, S.DAVIS) 


EPIC 34-05842 
=o) UNTIL | MET YOU @ JUDY RODMAN 
| T.WEST (HRIDDLE) MTM 72065/CAPITOL 
FEELIN’ THE FEELIN’ 
E.GORDY,JR.,J.BOWEN (D.BELLAMY) 


THE BELLAMY BROTHERS 
9 | NIGHTS ED BRUCE 
_| E.BRUCE,B.MEVIS (B.HILL, THILLER) RCA 14305 


MCA/CURB 52747/MCA 
RENO BOUND SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
JE. NORMAN, SOUTHERN WARNER BROS. 7-28722 


PACIFIC,B.HARTMAN (J.MCFEE, A.PESSIS) 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JUNE 1986 


RECORD REVIEWS 


) 


JAN HOLLY 
SITTING ON TOP OF THE WORLD 

Horatio Nelson Records YU105 
TOO MUCH TOO SOON; SITTING ON TOP OF 
THE WORLD (LOVING YOU); | CAN FEEL 
YOUR LEAVIN’ COMING ON; YOU'RE MY 
FANTASY; WOMAN; LONELY NIGHTS; 
SINGING THE BLUES AGAIN; NO GETTING 
OVER YOU; BROKE UP; WISH ME LOVE; YOU 
WROTE THE BOOK; DO YOU EVER THINK OF 
ME AND AMARILLO. 


A few years back, Jan Holly was a 
well known name on the British 
country music scene and, | must 
admit, one | had since forgotten 
about, until the arrival of this album. 
It appears that, since those early 
days, Jan has taken up residence in 
the USA, where she found the time 
and inspiration to not only record 
this album, but also to write all the 
songs on it. 


‘Sitting On Top Of The World’ was 
recorded in Amarillo, Texas at Billy's 
Band Aid Studio, using a fine bunch 
of pickers, including Jim Bob Garrett 
on steel, Don Bristow on lead guitar 
and banjo and Johnathan Scott on 
keyboards. 


The whole album has a nice tight 
feel to it and Jan Holly is in fine voice 
throughout, with a bunch of songs 
that deal with typical country type 
themes, mainly on the subject of 
love, both lost and found. From the 
slow, sensitive strains of ‘Wish Me 
Love’, ‘No Getting Over You’, and 
‘Woman' to the uptempo sounds of 
‘Broke Up’, ‘Lonely Nights’ and my 
personal favourite ‘You're My 
Fantasy’, this album is a delight not 
to be missed by all lovers of good, 
solid country music. 


Clive Wynes. 


JIM AND JESSE 
AIR MAIL SPECIAL 
Rebel REB 851 
AIR MAIL SPECIAL; | WILL ALWAYS BE 
WAITING; VIRGINIA WALTZ; A MEMORY OF 
YOU; I'LL WEAR THE BANNER; MY 
DARLING'S IN HEAVEN; MY LITTLE 
HONEYSUCKLE ROSE; ARE YOU MISSING 
ME; TOO MANY TEARS; JUST WONDERING 
WHY; TWO ARMS TO HOLD ME; WAITING 
FOR A MESSAGE. 


THE EPIC BLUEGRASS HITS 
Rounder SS 20 

NINE POUND HAMMER; ARE YOU MISSING 
ME; IT'S ALONG LONG WAY TO THE TOP OF 
THE WORLD; COTTON MILL MAN; SHE LEFT 
ME STANDING ON TK2 MOUNTAIN; TAKE 
MY RING FROM YOUR FINGER; DON'T SAY 
GOODBYE IF YOU LOVE ME; DRIFTING AND 
DREAMING OF YOU; STONEY CREEK; WHY 
NOT CONFESS; | WISH YOU KNEW; IT’S A 
LONESOME ROAD. 


Two albums of early Jim and Jesse 
material which, between them, 
cover the early classic work of the 
McReynolds Brothers. ‘Airmail 
Special’ is made up of cuts from 
their sessions for Capitol Records at 
the Castle Studios in Nashville in 
June 1952, March 1953 and 
January 1955. 


These recordings, their first for a 
major label, feature Sonny James 
on fiddle, banjo picker Hoke Jenkins 
and Curly Seckler among others. 
Despite the fact that these sides are 
now well over thirty years old, they 
sound as fresh as the day they were 
laid down. Full marks to Rebel for 
their release. 


Album number two represents the 
best of their work for Epic, featuring 
cuts from sessions held in 1962, 
1963 and 1964. Again the music 
leaps from the grooves with superb 
picking from the brothers, along with 
Jim Buchanan, Dave Sutherland, 
Don McMan and Alan Shelton. This 
era was probably their real heyday 
and ‘The Epic Bluegrass Hits’ is an 
excellent showcase for Jim, Jesse 
and the Virginia Boys. 

It’s very difficult to choose between 
these excellent sets. Ideally both 
should be added to your collection, 
but the Rounder album just shades 
the Rebel, mainly due to the very 
detailed sleeve notes by Scott 


it a Noel Casey 


ROUND UP — 


Album of the 
month 


FIREWATER 
BRAND NEW VINTAGE 
Sundown SDLP 031 
ALMOST SATURDAY NIGHT; SAVING UP MY 
NIGHTS; DRIVING MY LIFE AWAY; BABY 
SWEET DREAMS; CRAZY; GOLDEN 
MEMORIES; LONELY ROAD CAFE; 
HEARTACHES IN HEARTACHES; WHISKEY 
DRINKING MAN; SEA OF HEARTBREAK; 
DRUNK AND CRAZY. 


It’s nice to see a relatively new band 
like Firewater getting someone with 
the weight of Magnum Music Group 
behind them and releasing this on 
their Sundown label, especially 
when the end product reflects the 
care, expense and time that has 
obviously gone into making this 
album. In the best Nashville 
tradition, the four piece Firewater 
band have been augmented in the 
studio by a great bunch of musicians 
(eight in number). Among them is 
lan Thompson, whose bluesy 
saxophone sets the scene for a 
great version of Willie Nelson's 
‘Crazy’, while ‘Driving My Life Away’ 
receives some interesting sound 
effects a la Mickey Newbury style 
and ‘Drunk And Crazy’ gets some 
teal hard drivin’ guitar for an 
extremely raucous and lively 
version. 


There are four nice originals on the 
album, Steve Gee’s ‘Lonely Road 
Cafe’, and ‘Saving Up My Nights’, 
‘Baby Sweet Dreams’ and ‘Whiskey 
Drinking Man’, all co-written by lead 
guitarist/vocalist Jim Nichol. One 
has to listen carefully to this album to 
really appreciate all its finer points. 
It's modern country, it’s great and it 
deserves to be heard. 


Clive Wynes. 


PETE PALMER & 
FOX MOUNTAIN EXPRESS 
DIXIE ON MY MIND 
APC 1001 
DIXIE ON MY MIND; UNION MARE AND 
CONFEDERATE GRAY; TREE IN THE 
MEADOW; TEXAS (WHEN | DIE); FRAULEIN; 
LOUISIANA SATURDAY NIGHT; GOOD 
HEARTED WOMAN; MY FUTURE IS ALL 
PAST; BULL RUN; DON'T CALL HIM A 
COWBOY; HE'LL HAVE TO GO; FOX 
MOUNTAIN EXPRESS. 


For their first outing on the new 
APC label, Pete Palmer & Fox 
Mountain Express have elected to 
record quite a varied and 
interesting selection of material, 
ranging from the Jim Reeves’ 
standard ‘He’ll Have To Go’ or the 
Bobby Helms hit ‘Fraulein’ to Hank 
Jr's ‘Dixie On My Mind’. 

As aconfirmed American Civil War 
song freak, | was pleased to see the 
inclusion of Paul Kennerley's 
‘Union Mare And Confederate 
Gray’ and Noel Dillon's ‘Bull Run’, 
which benefits from a period feel 
given it by Mike Clarke's banjo. My 
favourite track by a long way! 


Vocally, the slower numbers, like 
the Pete Palmer/Mike Clarke 
original, ‘My Future Is All Past’ and 
‘Tree In The Meadow’, with some 
nice mandolin breaks from Bob 
Walker, come across best, as 
Pete’s voice seems to lack the 
necessary aggression for the more 
outlaw type numbers. But, no doubt 
time and experience will add that 
ingredient. Also worthy of a special 
mention is the original theme song 
of the band, ‘Fox Mountain 
Express’. Written by Bob Walker it 
features Mike Clarke on banjo and 
some nice harmony vocals from the 
band. 


‘Dixie On My Mind’ should be a 
good seller for Pete and the boys, 


Well worth a listen and it does grow 
on you after a few hearings. 


Clive Wynes 


ED BRUCE — Rock Boppin’ Baby — Bear Family/ 
Rollercoaster/Making Waves/Swift - BFX 15194 
SKEETS McDONALD — Don't Let The Stars Get In 
Your Eyes — Bear Family/Rollercoaster/Making 


Waves/Swift — BFX 15195 


JO ANN CAMPBELL — Miss Reet Petite — Charly 


CR 30248/- 


FIREWATER — Brand New Vintage — Sundown 


SDLP 031/SDC 031 


WILLIE NELSON — The Promised Land — CBS 


26852/40-26582 


MERLE HAGGARD — Amber Waves Of Grain — Epic 


2681 1/40/26811 


SLIM MEMPHIS — Tribute To Big Bill — Candid CS 


9023/- 


JEANNIE C RILEY — Jeannie C Riley — Spot SPC 


8582 


PETER ROWAN — The First Whipperwill — Sugar Hill 


(USA) SH 3749/- 


VARIOUS — Country Love And Country Heartache — 


Ditto DTO 10237 


SINGLES 


ROLY DANIELS — Let's Leave The Lights On Tonight/ 
Hey Lad It’s Me — Mint CHEW 104 


EXILE — | Could Get Used To You — /TBA — Epic 


A7149 


JOHN DENVER — Don't Close Your Eyes/Wild Heart 
Looking For Home — RCA PB 49961 


DAN SEALS — Bop/in San Antone — EMI America 


EA 214 


COMPACT DISCS 


JOHN DENVER—The John Denver Collection — 


Telstar TCD 2253 


8 
MONTHLY BULLETIN BOARD 


NEW VENUE 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JUNE 1986 


THREE DAYS 


(Saturday 23-Sunday 24-Monday 25 August). 


IN BATTLE OF THE FESTIVALS 


The Kruger Organisation, who are organising this year’s official 
Country Music Festival, in association with the Peterborough Council, 
have announced a completely new venue for the three day event, 
which takes place over the August Bank Holiday Weekend. 


@ Before flying to Amercia to finalise more details 
on the talent list for the festival and forthcoming 
tours, Jeffrey Kruger said, ‘When we first 
announced our involvement with this event, the 
Council and | said that our intention was to upgrade 
the Festival in every way - to give it an International 
Status which will attract thousands of people to the 
city each year. This is just another step in that 
direction.’ 


@ The new site, The Court Centre, Bretton, includes 
an auditorium, which seats over 5,000 people 
(indoors) and has much better amenities for artistes 
and fans alike. 


@ The centre is less than three miles from 
Peterborough and has its own hotel within the 
complex. This will house the administrative nerve 
centre of the Festival and is expected to provide a 
base for nearly 200 press and radio personnel who 
will attend, giving better facilities for media people 
than any other show of its type. 


@ ‘With artistes of the stature of Tammy Wynette, 
George Strait, Chas & Dave, Tom T Hall etc.’, said 
Kruger’s press and public relations consultant, 
Warren Davies, ‘we had to find something better than 
a tent! This place was just too good to pass by. The 
Standard of presentation and staging needed by 
talent of this sort cannot be achieved in a ‘big top’. 


REVOLVING STAGE FOR QUICK 
CHANGE-OVER 


@ The auditorium at Court Centre seats 5,200 people. 
Equally important, from a presentation point of view, is that it 
has a revolving stage. One of the biggest ‘hassles’ with 
multi-act festivals is that of change-over times. With the 
revolver and the use of two completely separate back-line 
systems, almost all delay will be eliminated. 


TOP QUALITY SOUND 


- @ The organisers are currently in discussion with Dean- 
Markley, who will probably supply back-line equipment 
exclusively for the event. Dean-Markley have long been 
respected in the UK for their world famous guitar strings, but 
have only just introduced their amplification equipment to 
this country. 


TRADE STANDS BENEFIT FROM 
BETTER FACILITY. 


@ As well as the benefit of an indoor auditorium, the Court 
Centre boasts ten International size, all weather courts, which 
will site the trade stands area, allowing the organisers to offer 
small traders sensibly priced ‘pitches’, maintaining what has 
been a major contribution to the atmosphere of previous 
Festivals at Peterborough. 


MORE CAMPING FACILITIES 


@ Bretton Park, only a few minutes walk from the Centre, 
will provide up to 2,000 sites for campers and caravaners 
and, if there should be a necessity for overflow car parking, 
the previous Festival site will be available. 


INTERNATIONAL STATUS 


@ The Festival organisers are treating the news of the new =: 
venue as one of the most exciting pieces of news since <:: 
Kruger’s take over of the operation on behalf of the Council. =: 
Coupled with the list of stars, it raises the Peterborough 


Festival Of Country Music onto a completely new plain. 


BETTER TREATMENT FOR STARS 


@ As well as the improved staging facilities, indoor and out, 


the Court centre will provide amenities for artistes, 
reflecting the raise in standard of the artistes appearing. 
Excellent dressing rooms with showers and saunas for the 
Stars and improved security arrangements made possible by 
the enclosed nature of the Court complex are only a few of 
the advantages. 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP’ 
BRITISH SHOWCASE 


@ The Showcase of up and coming British talent will still be eS 


presented in the open air carnival feel of the Festival, ona 
specially built stage and under cover. This feature of the 
event will result in one or more new British bands appearing 
on the main stage of the Festival in 1987, as well as having 
their Musicians Union fees paid for one year by the Kruger 
Organisation. They will also be considered by the company 


as support acts for future tours by American stars. The pet 
Showcase is being co-ordinated by ‘Country Music Round zt 
Up’, Britain's First Country Newspaper and, with support and 3: 
guidance from the Musicians Union, is expected to bring to a 


light a lot of relatively undiscovered country talent from the 
UK. 


A PETERBOROUGH STAR! 


@ THERE islittle doubt that one of the stars at the Peterborough Country 
Music Festival could be Dwight Yoakam. The Festival will introduce 
Yoakam to a British audience. 


@ From the reaction to his recently released album, ‘Guitars, Cadillacs, 
Etc., Etc., they will love him. Traditional fans will love him for the original 
feel to his material and a younger audience will react to the driving 
presentation and the lean, mean image. 


@ Featured reviews in magazines such as ‘New Musical Express’ and 
‘Time Out’, have already testified to the credibility that Yoakam will create 
with a more ‘street wise’ audience than country usually enjoys in th UK, 
while his debut in this country will win over the purists with his ‘true to the 
country’ approach. After all, as Yoakam says, ‘All!'m really doing is Bill 
Monroe-with drums!’ 


And still more to be added 
DIANE SOLOMON 


@ DIANE Solomon, who was so well received throughout the recent 
Glen Campbell tour, has been added to the line-up for the Peterborough 
Festival. 


LORE & THE LEGENDS 


@ This charismatic act have caused so much interest since their 
previous visit that it can only be a matter of time before we see them 
touring. 


JEFFREY KRUGER 
TO DO WHISTLE 
STOP TOUR OF 
RADIO STATIONS 


@ DURING the course of the 
recent Glen Campbell tour, 
promoter Jeffrey Kruger attended 
every show and spoke to all the 
journalists and radio presenters 
who visited the concerts. 


@ In this way, he was not only 
able to inform them of forthcoming 
tours, but also to give them 
‘straight from the horse's mouth’ 
information on the Peterborough 
Festival. 


@ Because he is currently in the 
States, Kruger cannot repeat the 
exercise on the Billie Jo Spears/ 
Bobby Bare tour. However, his 
publicist, Warren Davies, is ‘on 
the bus’ for the seventeen city 
jaunts. 


@ In fact, Davies steals a few 
minutes at each theatre to take 
journalists and radio personnel on 
to the luxury tour bus, to show 
them the WEA video of Dwight 
Yoakam, the newcomer who 
makes his debut at Peterborough. 


STAGE CHIEF WILL 
FLY IN FROM 
STATES 


@ As more and more American 

acts are using programmed 

effects, synthesizers and drum 

rigs, as well as headphone 
monitoring, all of which require 
careful (and time consuming) 
preparation, Jeffrey Kruger wants <3: 
someone with experience, whothe ::: 
bands know and they have relied == 3: 
on before. It will reassure them 

and make them feel at home. 


_ GARY MORRIS 


22, 


@ Attime of going to press, it’s 

been rumoured in the States that 
Gary Morris (currently featured as 

a blind country music singer in 
‘Dynasty Il-The Colbys'), wastobe ::: 
announced. The Kruger office ah 
would neither confirm nordenythe ::: 
possibility. Said Warren Davies, ‘=: 
‘The Boss is in America rightnow :: 
and | will have to wait for his 

return, or a call, before | can 
comment.’ 
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Saturday Afternoon 
2.00 - 6.00 pm 


Raymond Froggatt Band 
Gerry Hogan & Dave Hayward 
Al Barrett & The Linemen 


Eddie Walker 


Saturday Night 
7.00 - 11.30 pm 


Colorado 
Vegas 


Ruby Rendall & Cimarron 


Diesel Cowboys 


PRICE:— 

Full Weekend (All Sessions) 
All Day Saturday 

All Day Sunday 

Saturday Evening Only 
Sunday Evening Only 
OAP/UB40s per day 
Children per day 


GYPSIES GREEN STADIUM, 
SOUTH SHIELDS, TYNE & WEAR 
SPONSORS include:- Herron & Craig/Newlife Cleaning 


Tickets available from the Administrative Offices, 
171 South Frederick Street, South Shields, 
Tyne & Wear, NE33 5HG. Tel: (091) 4540269. 
(Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope). 


Comperes: 

PETER JOHN BERGG (Radio Tees) 
BRIAN CLOUGH (Metro Radio) 
Sunday Afternoon 
712.00 - 6.00 pm 
Kelvin Henderson Band 
Louisiana Hellraisers 
Ann & Ray Brett Trio 
High Plains Drifter 
Hokum Hotshots 
Sunday Night 
7.00 - 10.30 pm 
The Hillsiders 
Kelvin Henderson Band 
Stu Page & Remuda 


£6.00 in advance £7.00 on door 
£3.50 £4.50 

£3.50 £4.50 

£3 00 £3.50 

£3.00 £3.50 

£2.50 


Discounts available for block bookings. Please make cheques/POs payable to ALMA. 
For further information, including camping and accommodation facilities, telephone (091) 4540269. 


Dear Editors 


| may be in the minority but | 
enjoyed George Jones at this 
year’s Wembley Festival. Even 
though he was only on stage for 
forty minutes, it was forty minutes 
more than George did at the 1983 
Festival, though | admit he should 
have shown more respect for his 
adoring audience. 

But, also, forthe money we paid on 
tickets, | think both the audience 
and the singers should be provided 
with first class sound systems. 


Your paper said ‘other acts would 
be more than willing to steal his 
place in the hearts of his fans’. 
Well, no-one would ever steal his 
place in my heart, he will always be 
my No.1. 

By the way, | am grateful to you for 
the 'photo of George. 

Yours sincerely 

Susan Racher 

9 Wolverton Road 

Newport Pagnell, Bucks. 


Dear Editors 


Will you please add our name to the 
Subscribers List for ‘Country Music 
Round Up’? 

We enjoyed very much your 
comments on the Wembley Festival. 


Yours sincerely 

FR&CJ Evans 

Clipstone Road West 

Forest Town, Mansfield, Notts. 
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Dear Editors 


Being a country music fan of long 
standing, | just had to drop youa 
line to say that | can’t help feeling 
sorry for young Sarah Jory, not 
being able to fulfil her ambition to 
appear on the main stage at 
Wembley after being asked by Mr 
Conn last year. His excuse, in my 
opinion, was weak, to say the least. 


'malso a snooker buff and have sat 
this past fortnight watching the 
‘Embassy World Championship’, 
also sponsored by a tobacco firm. 
What did | see? Yes, a young 
seventeen year old gentleman from 
Scotland, playing in the televised 
programmes, not once, but twice at 
the very least. Don’t get me wrong, 
I’m not complaining, but | asked 
myself, surely, how could one short 
evening’s spot on the main stage at 
Wembley cause any harm 
whatsoever? It is, after all, edited 
considerably before being televised 
at a later date. 


Compare this to such a big televised 
sport, eg. snooker, which is 
watched by many more young 
viewers at peak viewing times on 
both BBC channels and | just don’t 
understand Mr Conn’s reasons at 
all! 

Food for thought, eh ? 

Don't feel you have let anyone down 
Sarah. You are a true ambassador 


Yours in country music. 

Sylvia Tucker 

113 Queensway, Cowley Moor, 
Tiverton, Devon. 


Dear Editors 


| start with a question. Is Tony 
Anderson flashy? This can only be 
answered by people who attended 
acharity gig run by some members 
of the 26th Texas (Shiloh American 
Civil War Society) on Sunday 13 
April. We had annexed Pete 
Button’s Virginian Club for the 
evening and were in full swing 
when Tony arrived, wearing a hat, 
dirty raincoat and boots and treated 
the group, the Louisiana 
Hellraisers, to a display of his 
personal charm. 


| don’t know if Tony was an extra 
‘drawer’, but we had ‘house full’ 
signs up at 8.30 pm and, with the 
Hellraisers lively and sometimes 
raunchy programme, at the end of 
the evening he wasn't the only one 
who was pant-ing. 


Our thanks go to all who turned up, 
many of whom travelled from other 
clubs, including a veritable coach 
load from lands foreign, over the 
water in Essex, also Pauline and 
Mick Green, who made a more 
subdued entrance than some. With 
everyone’s help we raised £155 to 
aid liver diseased children. 


lend as | started, with a question. 
Does anybody other than the 
Louisiana Hellraisers know what 
colour Tony favours for his nether 
garments? No prizes for the correct 
answers, but some of the 
suggestions should be amusing. 
Keep it Country, Yours with thanks 
Pam Davies 

2 Manor Road, Erith, Kent. 


Dear Editors 


In reply to the letters about 
Wembley 1986. | don’t get to 
Wembley, but we have our own Silk 
Cut Festival here in Belfast on 
Easter Tuesday and Wednesday, 
with a great many of the same 
artistes appearaing. | think we 
should be grateful to have so much 
country talent brought together. You 
can’t please everyone. For 
example, | am no fan of the 
Osmonds, (I don’t think they should 
be top of the bill anytime). We didn’t 
have Marie this year, but we did 
have the brothers last year. 

| don’t think anyone goes to festivals 
to see one particular act and ignore 
the rest, so if there is some act notto 
your taste, you can put up with it for 
the thirty to forty-five minutes itis on 
(as | did this year with Mark Gray). 


We had a great line up here on 
Tuesday night:- T R Dallas, Mark 
Gray (?), Bill Monroe, Carroll Baker, 
Gene Watson (absolutely brilliant), 
Brian Coll, Johnny Russell, Connie 
Smith and George Jones, with an 
equally good line up on Wednesday. 
| don’t think anyone could complain 
about that, or paying £15 for seats 
about seven seats from the front (an 
advantage of booking early) to get 
six hours of pure country music from 
the very best in the field. | think it’s 
good value, considering you can go 
to a show with one big artiste anda 
sometimes doubtful supporting act, 
lasting two to two and a half hours 
for around £10. 


Looking forward to next year’s. 
Yours faithfully 

Jennifer Harrison 

20 Derrylard Road, Portadown, 
Co. Armagh. 


PS: Is there really anyone who 


doesn’t know who Waylon and Jessi 
are? 


Dear Editors 


| thought | would drop you a line just 
to let you know how much | enjoy 
reading ‘CMRU’. It took me quite a 
wee while to get it, but | now have a 
regular order with my local paper 
shop, a wee shop in a wee rural 
village twenty-five miles from 
Glasgow, in the Loch Lomond area. 


| find there is really everything in 
your magazine to interest all types of 
country enthusiasts, so | would like 
to put my own point foreward 
regarding British songwriters. | 
believe, if we were to get the same 
publicity and advertising given to our 
American counterparts, we could 
produce songs that are every bit as 
good. 


As a singer/songwriter myself | find 
it very frustrating sending songs to 
publishers and record companies, 
with some saying, ‘your songs are a 
bit too country for us’, while others 
tell me my songs are good but not 
what they call country. 


I call my songs country songs. Most 
of the ones | have written are in the 
ballad vein, which | would compare 
with the same kind of material | have 
heard George Strait, Ronnie Milsap 
and Don Williams sing. | could go 
on, but anyway, | sing my songs and 
get very good reports on them. 
However, | don’t know what to do 
now to get over to the people who 
matter, to get some recognition as a 
British country songwriter. | would 
like to write a lot more on this 
subject, but | think | have got my 
message through with what | have 
written. 


Yours in country 

Bill Stewart 

12 Strathview Terrace, Balfron, 
By Glasgow, Scotland. 
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Dear Editors 


| would like to take this opportunity 
to express my gratitude for letting 
me be a part of your wonderful 
Easter Weekend House Party at the 
Ladbroke Hotel, Watford. Your staff 
and contributors from all parts of the 
country were all warm, friendly 
people and a pleasure to meet and 
talk to. 


The Hotel management team also 
contributed greatly to making the 
weekend the big success it was. 
Nothing was too much trouble for 
them. | would like to say a personal 
thank you at this stage to the kitchen 
Staff for the endless cups of tea that 
helped keep me going while | was 
working into the early hours of the 
morning. 


All the artistes who appeared over 
the weekend were a pleasure to 
work with, especially Keith 
Shepherd and Jeff Cliffson, who 
both put in many hours hard work to 
make the shows a pleasure to listen 
to and watch. 


Inclosing, | would like to express my 
gratitude to all the friends | made 
and all the old friends | met again. 
You were all magnificent, friendly 
people, ‘The Epitome Of Country 
Music’. 

Thanks to you all for letting me be 
part of a wonderful weekend, 
promoted by a great country music 
newspaper. 


Yours faithfully 
Cliff Stevens (DJ) 


Eds: It takes two to tango, Cliff. You helped to 
make the House Party even more successful 
and your part won't be forgotten 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


Many thanks to Mr & Mrs C Kettle for 
all the hard work entailed in making 
the 1986 House Party spent at the 
Ladbroke Hotel, Watford, a very 
enjoyable occasion. 


It was our first visit. We found it very 
well organised and the hotel staff 
were very obliging. Thanks to all the 
staff involved and hope we shall be 
able to attend next year. 


Mr & Mrs Evans and David 
32 Clipstone Road West 
Mansfiled, Notts. 
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Dear Editors 


Thank you for the albums we 
received as the prize for the 
February ‘Wordséarch’ 
competition. 

We also want to thank you for the 
Easter Weekend at the Ladbroke 
Hotel, Watford. It was great 
meeting old friends from around 
the country, as well as your staff, 
writers and correspondents, plus 
the bands and artistes who did a 
great job through the nights to 
make the weekend a success. 
Can we make a special mention for 
the excellent buffet on the Friday 
night, which was a great 
improvement on previous years. 


We also enjoyed the three days at 
Wembley, overall one of the best, 

with the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band and 

Lacy J Dalton the top artistes. 


Thanks once again. We look 
forward to seeing you all again very 
soon. 

Cheers for now 


Bette, Len & Stephen Sells 
7 Downland Drive 
Southgate West 

Crawley, Sussex. 


YOUR LINE OF COUNTRY 


Dear Editors 


Thank you for the prompt delivery of 
my copy of ‘Country Music Round Up’ 
Once again it provided mewith 

hours of interesting reading. 


My wife and | enjoyed Larry 
Drummond's write up (or send up) of 
an old friend of ours, Brian Ahern. I'll 
bet Brian laughed when he read it. 


I have enclosed a recently acquired 
snapshot which might interest you. It 
was taken during Rusty Adams 
(Koko The Clown)’s tour. It show 
Rusty wearing Brian's famous 
Union Jack cap. If you find room to 
print it, the caption could read, ‘their 
country clown’s impression of our 
country clown’. 


The country music fans must have 
thousands of interesting snapshots 
between them that never get seen in 
the press. | think it would be a good 
idea to publish some of them in 
‘CMRU’, what do you think? 


Once again, thank you for making 
my day with ‘CMRU’, it’s a great 
publication. 


Yours in country 
Billy Duncan 
Horstead Walk, Manchester 19. 


Eds: We agree with you about the ‘photos, 
Billy, so if anyone wants to take us up on the 
idea, send them in. 


OOOO000 
Dear Editors 


Many thanks for publishing my letter 
in the April edition of ‘CMRU’, in 
which | was asking if anyone could 
help me in my quest for 

a) the Gene Watson Fan Club 
address and 

b) some help in possibly finding a 
penpal in the USA. 


Regarding the Fan Club, the 
response from your readers has 
been extremely helpful to say the 
least (not to mention abundant)! | 
was given several addresses in both 
Texas and Tennessee and, taking 
the bull by the horns, | wrote off and 
waited to see what would happen. 
I've received (this week) the official 
current Gene Watson Fan Club 
address. As I’ve also received 
several letters from readers who 
were also wanting the address, | 
thought there were probably a few 
more eager for news as well. The 
address is as follows:- Gene 
Watson Fan Club, 1503 16th 
Avenue South, Nashville, 
Tennessee 37212, USA. 


The Secretary is Nannette Uselton. 
The letter | received from Nannette 
Stated that as Gene believes all his 
fans are equally important to him, 
there would be no president or state 
representative. Instead he has hired 
Nannette for all the secretarial work. 
The cost of joining is $10 overseas. 


Regarding my search for penpals in 
the USA, I'd like to say a big thank 
you to Diane for her help (I've also 
ended up with one or two penpals in 
the UK, which is an added bonus). 


I'd like to thank all those concerned 
for their help and kindness 
(including yourselves for printing my 
letter). I've answered all letters sent 
to me personally, but thought it 
would be nice to let folks know as 
one, how grateful | am for their 
response, which also includes the 
gentleman who sent me some 
Gene Watson material. 

| always knew country music fans 
were the best and this has proved 
my point. 
More power to your country elbows. 


Best Wishes 

Brenda Dancocks 

107 West Close’ Medmenham, 
Nr. Marlow, Bucks. 
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HATS, BOLO TIES, 
BELTS, BUCKLES 
BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


estern 
velties 


26 Parkside Avenue. Romford. 
Essex. RM1 4ND (0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact 
Western advertisers in this publication. 


Dear Editors 


| have doubts as to whether the 
current ‘Discover New Country’ 
campaign can ever succeed in the 
present anti-country climate. 


Radio is really the worst offender. 
How much longer can ‘Country 
Club’ on Radio 2 creak on? | had 
hoped the idea of using different 
presenters would have led to 
people such as Neil Coppendale 
being given a real crack at the 
programme in the same way as he 
does the local show here in the 
Brighton area. 


TV can’t escape the blame either. 
The Wembley coverage is paltry. 
To discover new country don’t we 
need new faces and voices and 
maybe more importantly, new 
producers? 


Yours faithfully 


Sam Lee 
63 Ship Street 
Brighton 


Dear Editors 


| felt | just must write and thank you 
for a great weekend at the 
Ladbroke Hotel, during the 
Wembley Festival. It was 
marvellous and so well organised, 
no problems! Please, please do it 
again next year! 


The festival was good, although 
George Jones was disappointing. 
The highlight for me was the 
Johnny Cash Show, superb. How 
will they follow that - the Statler 
Brothers, or am | dreaming? 


| must also mention the ‘Best Of 
British’ and the wonderful gospel 
show on Sunday morning. 
Although we have two shows in 
Belfast, nothing can compare with 
the real thing at Wembley and | am 
already looking forward to next 
year. 


Yours faithfully 

RJ Crawford 

41 Barban Hill 
Dromore, Co. Down 


Dear Editors 


After reading the reports on the 
Wembley Festival, | feel | must say 
a few words to Pete Smith 
regarding his comments on the 
Johnny Cash Show. 


First of all, | feel really sorry for poor 
misguided folk like Pete, who are 
unable to appreciate a great artiste 
like Johnny Cash. | am sure the 
Wembley crowds would have been 
as enthusiastic toward Johnny 
Cash whichever night he had 
appeared, it’s rubbish to think 
otherwise. 


!was unable to attend the Wembley 
Festival, but | was able to see 
Johnny Cash (my favourite artiste) 
here in Birmingham on 12 April. He 
looked and sounded better than 
ever. The concert lasted for almost 
three hours, the man himself being 
on stage for almost two of those 
three hours. There are few other 
American artistes who put on 
shows for that long over here. 


| have seen Johnny several times in 
recent years and have never once 
been disillusioned. | feel Pete’s 
comment about a visit to the dentist 
was uncalled for. After all, anyone 
reviewing shows, or records for that 
matter, should not allow personal 
feelings to come into it. 


Anyway, if the fans were happy, 
surely that is what counts. After all, 
they paid a lot of money to get to 
Wembley. 


Sincerely 

Gill Wood 

19 Victoria Road, Oldbury, 
Warley, West Midlands. 


Eds: Sorry Gill, we have to disagreee with 
one point at least. A review is exactly 
‘personal feeling’, ie. an individual opinion 
and we are glad to allow you yours. 


Dear Editors 


| am writing as an Osmond fan and 
as a fan of country music. Yes, it is 
possible to like both, contrary to the 
beliefs of Diana Richardson, 
George McDonald and Mrs Gee, 
who appear to be great authorities 
on what ‘is’ and what ‘is not’ country 
music. 


Firstly, let me explain that before the 
Osmond Brothers’ venture into 
country music, | had little interest in 
country. | enjoyed Kenny Rogers, 
Glen Campbell and Kris 
Kristofferson, but that was about it. 
Since my induction into country, 
courtesy of the Ossies, | have come 
to broaden my horizons. | enjoy the 
music of a host of other artistes 
(including George Strait, Alabama, 
the Oak Ridge Boys) and have 
become a country music fan. 


I'm afraid | just cannot understand 
the reason for all the controversy 
concerning the Ossies’ 
appearances at Wembley. They are 
excellent entertainers and real 
professionals. If folk want to scream 
at them, that's OK by me. 


| think it’s high time the ‘more 
mature’ folk stopped regarding 
country as strictly their domain. All | 
ask is that people open their ears 
and listen to the Osmonds, instead 
of ‘slagging them’, even before 
they've heard anything by them. As 
Karen Healey pointed out, the 
Ossies are here to stay, so are their 
fans! 


Yours sincerely 

Pam Takhar (Mrs) 

12 Bute Avenue, 

Lenton Sands, Nottingham. 


Dear Editors 


| would like to know what you think 
of the coverage of country music on 
television? Personally, | think it’s 
disgraceful. It’s the same on RTE 
TV, the Irish television station. 

It doesn’t matter which country star 
comes to Ireland, (mostly to Dublin) 
they never think of the people 
outside the capital. 


The same goes for England. You 
never see a country show on any of 
the channels. You may say, what 
about the Wembley highlights? 
Well, | saw it last year. They try to 
cram three of four acts into thirty 
minutes, as well as interviewing 
some of them. For me, it’s just not 
on! The main point | am making is, 
every time you switch on the radio or 
TV, all you get is pop and more pop. 
Thank God we have ‘Country Club’ 
on Thursdays. 


| often wonder, do the ‘powers that 
be’ realise how many country fans 
there are in Ireland and England 
now? | am not against pop, but why 
not give country music the 
recognition it deserves? 


Also, not everyone can afford to jo 
to Wembley or other big concerts, 
as there are a lot of people on the 
dole. Do they ever think of that, or do 
they close their ears to that | would 
like to know? 


What do you think of what | have 
said and also your readers? Hoping 
to hear from you soon. 


John Lawlor 
59 William Street, Portlaw 
Co. Waterford, Eire. 


Eds: To a great extent, we agree with you, 
John. 


| | | | 


Dear Editors 


| would like to thank you and the 
terrific fans for making my second 
tour the most successful and most 
enjoyable. The fans in the United 
Kingdom are some of the best in the 
world and | can't begin to thank 
them enough for their continued 
support and friendship. 


| would also like to thank Lee 
Williams of Lee Williams 
Promotions in Wantage for his hard 
work and dedication. 

| certainly must say many thanks to 
the Birmingham based band Station 
Break for their terrific sounds. 


| look forward to seeing ya'll again 
soon. Until then, ‘Good luck and 
God Bless Ya!’ 


Your friend 
Robert Joe Vandygriff 
Texas. 


Dear Editors 


There must be lots of country music 
fans who are on their own and 
would love to go to events or gigs, 
but feel ‘left out of it’ by being on 
their own. Even to write to another 
country music fan helps to keep 
each one in touch. So, | would like to 
hear from some of them and even 
pass on tips, ideas for inexpensive 
holidays, even exchange visits and 
letters, anything to help keep the 
interest in country music. 


| would like to hear from fans who 
are on their own, gals and guys of all 
ages, as country music has no age 
limit. Letters can be sent to me c/o 
‘Country Music Round Up’. 


Many thanks 
Tricia Dee 


Dear Editors 


| am fourteen years of age and 
would like you to publish Willie 
Nelson’s Fan Club address, as |am 
one of his biggest fans. | have been 
listening to him for about one and a 
half years now and country music 
for about two years. 

Anyone who is a fan of Willie's and 
reads this letter, please write to me 
as | can’t find anyone who is mad 
about him. 


Also dear Editors, please say, is 
Willie Nelson still having his annual 
Picnic at Dripping Springs, Texas? 


This is my first copy of this paper as | 
Saw it advertised in the Silk Cut 
Festival Souvenir Brochure. | 
noticed in this issue of ‘Country 
Music Round Up’, in the article 
about the remake of the film 
‘Stagecoach’ you had in the actors, 
Willie Nelson, Johnny Cash, Kris 
Kristofferson and Merle Haggard. 
Tell me if the Merle Haggard bit is 
true. Is it not meant to be Waylon 
Jennings? 


Keep printing more of Willie. 
L Shaw 

Dundonald, Co Down, 
Northern Ireland. 


Eds: We were right about the ‘Stagecoach’ 
Stars. For Willie Nelson's fan club address, 
refer to ‘Country Questions’ in this issue. 
The fan club should be able to help you 
regarding the picnic. 


Dear Editors 


| was following the Channel 4 
‘Royalty’ programme and was 
interested to hear an interview with 
Prince Charles (Saturday 19 April). 


The German presenter was asking 
about the ‘Live Aid’ show and 
wanted to know if Prince Charles 
had been to any previous concerts. 
The reply really pleased me. 

‘This was the first concert, well pop 
concert, that | had ever been to, 
except for country and western 
shows.’ 


Unfortunately, he wasn't 
questioned any further about his 
country and western interests. Does 
our lovely music have ‘Royal’ 
support | wonder? I'd love to have a 
peep in Prince Charles’ record 
collection! 


Sincerely 

Jean Earle 

162 The Glade, Shirley, Croydon, 
Surrey. 


Dear Editors 


With reference to your ‘Letter Of 
The Month’ from Pete Lane (May 
issue), | completely agree with all 
his remarks. For nearly forty years 
now | have been interested in 
country music. | have not been 
broadcasting for that length of time, 
but have presented a country 
music show for the past five years. | 
recently opened a new station that 
broadcasts over fifty-five hours per 
week to patients, staff and visitors, 
but can we get records to promote. 
No! 


There are few and far between 
artistes and companies who realise 
that Hospital Radio as a whole has 
more stations than the BBC/IBR 
and that we have a tied audience 
for a length of time. Do they not 
realise that we can promote a 
record far better on a much more 
personal basis than the national 
stations? 


Yes, every word Pete said is true. 
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SAAN 


Dear Editors 


This time I'm writing to complain 
about the time at which ‘Sing 
Country’ is being presented. Why, 
oh why, in the name of the wee 
man, do they put it on at 10.15 pm? 
Don’t they know that there are 
teenagers out here who possibly 
need a lot of sleep and therefore 
can’t see it? (They may not have a 
video recorder). 


| now have a suggestion to put 
forward. When you do the album 
reviews, can you put at the end 
whether or not said album is 
available in cassette form? When! 
am in my room at night, | listen to 
country music as a form of 
relaxation and there is no room for 
a record player, therefore | have to 
buy cassettes. Talking about 
cassettes, please tell Pete Smith! 
have managed to get ‘Touch Me’ 
and ‘Half Nelson’, both by Willie 
Nelson. 


Thirdly, in your April issue, you 
had a letter from a Mrs Ann 
Crowson of Lincoln. | thoroughly 
agree with what was said in her 
letter. | can say with confidence, | 
am the only pupil in my school, 
Ardrossan Academy, who likes 
country music. 


Well, that’s all | want to say just 
now. Thanks very much for your 
time. 


Ayrshire’s number one country 
music fan. 

Graeme Savage 

4 Barony Court, Ardrossan, 
Ayrshire. 


Eds: We have sent your ‘Letter Of The 
Month’ prize in cassette form, Graeme. 
Hope you enjoy it! 
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We pay our own expenses for what 
ever we do. Also, like myself, it's 
probable other presenters in 
Hospital Radio are disabled, not in 
full work and can't afford to buy 
records to keep our collections up to 
date. | now only buy records that 
appeal to me and, as for going toa 
country festival, it’s out of the 
question. | have written to a number 
of American artistes, Johnny Cash, 
Glen Campbell, Bobby Bear, Billie 
Jo Spears, to name but a few, with 
no reply, although we did manage to 
attract George Hamilton IV to our 
hospital. | also wrote to him as 
requested, but to date have had no 
reply. 


As for British country music, it is 
practically a joke. | am not saying we 
do not have any good singers, or 
bands, far from it. However, all we 
hear are moans and groans from 
the artistes about people only 
buying American. Of course they 
will buy American. The British 
artistes think all they have to do is 
appear in a few working mens' clubs 
and everyone will flock to buy their 
records and tapes, Not true. They 
have to be sold to the public. What 
better way of doing that than 
forwarding Hospital Radios a copy 
of their new releases and going 
along to the hospitals for a chat with 
the presenters, generally making 
themselves available. 


YOUR LINE OF COUNTRY 


LETTER OF 
THE MONTH 
PRIZE 


Each month now we 
shall be sending a new 
country single to the 
letter which the Editors 
consider to be the most 
interesting reading for 
whatever reason. 


It can be funny, 
sad, irate, 
complimentary, 
or anything else. 


If you need a reply send 
a SAE to the Editors, 


‘Country Music Round Up’. 
286/287 High Street. 
(Upper Precinct). 
Lincoln. LN2 1AL, 

England. 


Please 
KEEP letters short. 


Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 
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No one would like to see British 
country music enjoy the same status 
in Britain as American country music 
does in America. | myself am willing 
to talk with any artiste on any of my 
shows which go out daily from 9 am 
to 1 pm. | am willing to play any new 
release and publicise it if the artiste 
or company takes the time to come 
inorsend me acopy ofthe release. | 
make exceptions of Mel Hague and 
Tony Goodacre, who already do 
both. 


lissue this challenge to the country 
music scene of Britain. Let's see if 
anyone takes it up. |am sure | speak 
for all Hospital Broadcasting 
Stations. Help us to help you, in our 
own way, to place British country 
music on the map. 


Thank God for ‘Country Music 
Round Up’. Without it we would be 
completely in the dark. 


Yours sincerely in country 
Jim Jones 

Montagu Hospital Radio Link 
15 Queen Street, Swinton, 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire. 


MORE ON 


THIS SUBJECT 
NEXT MONTH 
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A Jeffrey & Howard 
Kruger Presentation 


WILLIAMS 


Capitol Recording Star 
WITH GUEST STAR 


‘BARBARA FAIRCHILD 


J WEDNESDAY 11th JUNE BOURNEMOUTH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 
THURSDAY 12thJUNE «ODEON THEATRE, BIRMINGHAM 
FRIDAY 13th JUNE ST DAVID’S HALL, CARDIFF 
SATURDAY 14thJUNE —SM ROYAL CENTRE, NOTTINGHAM 
SUNDAY 15th JUNE CLIFFS PAVILION, SOUTHEND 
TUESDAY 17th JUNE GAUMONT THEATRE, IPSWICH 
THURSDAY 19th JUNE OSLO KONSERTHUS, NORWAY 
FRIDAY 20th JUNE ‘THE KING’S PARK, STAVANGER, NORWAY 
SATURDAY 21st JUNE BIRSTEIN, GERMANY 

JUNE APOLLO THEATRE, OXFORD 
= BRIGHTON CENTRE 


SUNDAY 22nd JUNE 
MONDAY 23rd JUNE 

ODEON THEATRE, HAMMERSMITH, LONDON 
LONDON DATE ONLY 


TUESDAY 24th JUNE 
Tickets available at £12, £10, £7.50 (plus 50p booking fee) only by postal application to 
Kruger Organisation (CP) Ltd, PO Box 130, Hove, Sussex BN3 6QU — send self SAE and cheque 
Credit card bookings from Keith Prowse 01-741 8989 (plus agency fee) 


CMRU WORDSEARCH 


‘IT Ain't Easy’ ‘Trying To Satisfy You’ ‘Cowboys And 
Dreamers’ with ‘20-20 Vision’ every month, so ‘Stand Up’ 
‘Centrefield’ for ‘Chicken Skin Music’ and ‘Roll On’ ‘Takin’ It 
Easy’ as you try this month’s problem ‘One Piece AtA Time’, 
because ‘! Won't Mention it Again’ as you try to find ‘The 
Entertainer’ in the grid who recorded the listed albums. ‘Right 
Or Wrong’ take them ‘Step By Step’ 'til ‘Out Of Your Mind’ 
you find ‘The Performer’, be it ‘Music Man’ or woman, who 
recorded the albums. Remember, it’s up, down or across 
either way, or diagonally. Hope you don’t get ‘Drunk ‘N’ 
Crazy’ with this ‘One OFA Kind’ of ‘Harmony’, or let it get ‘Out 
C7 a els (age Salah SRR Cle ky NO ce eR eC See Pe Ae EE 


@ The albums you need the artistes 
for are:- : 


17. ItAin’t Easy 
18. Centrefield 
19. Santa Anna Winds 


34. New Harvest-First Gathering 


35. An American Legend 
36. The Performer 


1. Roll On 20. Somebody's Gonna Love You 37. Step By Step 

2. Wild And Blue 21. There Goes My Everything 38. All| Ever Meant To Do Was Sing 
3. Southbound 22. Mama Tried 39. Teddy Bear 

4. Cowboys And Dreamers 23. For The People In The Last 40. Out Of Hand 

5. Drunk ‘N’ Crazy Hard Town 41. Gideon 


6. One Of A Kind 
7. Texas Cooking 
8. Chicken Skin Music 
9. The Entertainer 
10. Seven Year Ache 
11. One Piece At A Time 
12. Takin’ It Easy 
13. Burning Things 
14. Trying To Satisfy You 
15. Hotel California 
16. Kentucky Hearts 


24. Luxury Liner 


25. Morning Sky 

26. Why Not Me 

27. Music Man 

28. Just A Little Love 

29. 20-20 Vision 

30. A Little Good News 

31. Stand Up 

32. Black Bear Road 

33. | Won't Mention It Again 


42. Right Or Wrong 
43. Linda On My Mind 
44. Out Of Your Minds 


45. It's Time To Pay The Fiddler 


46. Whole New World 


47. Carolina Cousins 


48. Trying To Outrun The Wind 


49. Memories To Burn 
50. Harmony 
51. Renegade Picker 
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Send your completed entry, to reach our ‘CMRU’ offices by 30 June. The first correct entry pulled from our ‘Wordsearch Competition 
Mailbox’ will win an album of the Editor’s choice. 


are feeling generous, we decided to For those of you who are perhaps still 9. Skeeter Davis 18. Barbara Mandrell 27. Webb Pierce 36. Billie Jo Spears 

WORDSEARCH award two albums this month, as prizes struggling and, as itwas such a difficult 10. Janie Fricke 19. Melba Montgomery 28. Charley Pride 37. Mel Tillis Ei] Cl | CT] Cl ry 
to the two people who managed thirty. competition, here are the answers you 11. Steve Fromholz 20. Jimmy C Newman 29. Jim Reeves 38. Steve Wariner 

WINNER seven answers correct. They are:- should have had:- 12. Merle Haggard 21. Willie Nelson 30. Charlie Rich 39. Jacky Ward fa CJ [>] CT C] ry 
Tony Hall 13. Goldie Hill 22. Rick Nelson 31. David Rogers 40. Faron Young 

It seems that April's ‘Wordsearch 22 Vicarage Road Norwich, Norfolk, 1. Lynn Anderson 5. Tommy Collins 14. Buddy Holly 23. Tommy Overstreet 32. John Wesley Ryles a ey be! Pe Pa va 

Competition’ certainly ‘fooled’ you. Out Elizabeth Artiss 2. Carroll Baker 6. Glen Campbell 15. Jerry Lee Lewis 24. Buck Owens 33. George Strait 

of the hundreds of entries we received, 35 The Lindens, Newbridge Crescent, 3. Bobby Bare 7. Roy Drusky 16. Hank Locklin 25. Dolly Parton 34, Carl Smith eS SS Be eee Ee Bee 

not one was all correct. However, as we Wolverhampton. 4. Johnny Cash 8. Ted Daffan 17. Judy Lynn 26. Les Paul 35. Connie Smith 


@ MENTION Colorado to any British country music fan and Davie Duff's name is inevitably brought into the 
conversation. 


@ Three and a half years ago Davie, whose personally distinctive vocals and steel playing helped launch 
Colorado to British country music immortality, watched his dreams of a promising future fade into oblivion as 
he succumbed to severe kidney and cataract problems which left him totally blind and unable to cope with life 


on the road. 


@ | visited Davie at home in Golspie recently, to find out what life is like these days for one of Britain’s best 
loved country musicians. | found a man who is living life to the full, facing each new dawn with vigour and 


optimism. His story is set here, an inspiration to us all. 


@ Born in Dornoch, Sutherland, on the beautiful 
Highland coastline of Scotland in 1948, the young 
Davie showed an early inclination towards music whilst 
still at school. He recalls an early memory of the music 
classroom one Christmastime, with a teacher taking a 
lesson in one corner, a different teacher playing the 
bagpipes in another corner and himself with a friend in 
yet another, trying to sing and play guitars. Thus his 
competitive musical spirit was nurtured. 


@ Music continued to play an important part in Davie’s 
life even after he was diagnosed (at the age of fourteen) 
as having diabetes, a fact he barely remembers having 
a great impact on him at the time although the serious 
nature of the illness was soon impressed upon him by 
doctors in Inverness. The diabetes however, did not 
inhibit his life too much. 


@ On leaving school Davie went to work on his father’s 
croft, a lonely occupation to which the outgoing 
youngster found he could not adapt. After a year he 
applied for a job with a local ladies hairdresser, ending 
up (after a mutually acceptable ‘job swap’ with another 
boy), as apprentice to her husband the local barber! 
Five years of training followed, including two in 
Edinburgh where he qualified before finally opening his 
own shop in nearby Golspie. 


@ The musical influence has been strong throughout 
Davie’s life and never more so than at this point where 
he divided his time between barbering and playing in 
various local bands. In 1969 he and Geordie Jack, 
another local lad with music in his veins with whom 
Davie had played in several small local bands, joined 
established Northern band the Dynamos and turned 
professional, remaining with them for a year before 
deciding to return to the more predictable world of 
hairdressing. A year later, Davie married former 
Dynamo's singer Ann Sutherland, settling down to 
married life and a small business in the neighbouring 
town of Brora. 


@ A barber by day and part-time musician by night, 
Davie found a perfect harmony of his own in the dark 
days of the power crisis when working hours were 
limited. One of the small bands he put together at this 
time was an outfit called Pluto, which included his wife 
Ann and a young musician from Dornoch, Gordon 
Davidson. Following a couple of years of trying to keep 
the band on the road, Davie called it a day and joined a 
Caithness based country band, the Coasters, who 
initiated him to the poignant strains of the traditional 
country instrument, the pedal steel guitar. 


@ Meanwhile, Geordie Jack put his own band New 
Release together, combining his talents with those of 
local lads Sandy MacKay (drums) and Dado Duncan 
(trumpet/bass), and Gordon Davidson on guitar. When 
Davie left the Coasters after a couple of years, he only 
intended to join New Release occasionally as Dado 
Duncan's stand-in, but his increasing skills with the 
pedal steel enabled the band to experiment with the 
popular country sounds of the day and his permanent 
position was very quickly secured. 


@ The story of how this little known Scots band from the 
Highlands went on (throughout the local heats of the 
Marlboro’ Talent Contest) to make music history by 
becoming the BCMA's ‘Best Group’ for five consecutive 
years is well known. The fact that it was Davie Duff who 
was responsible for the providential name change, is 
perhaps not so widely appreciated. Apparently, not 
impressed by the former title, he decided to change the 
band’s name on the application forms for the contest, 
neglecting however, to tell the other members! When the 
time came for the boys’ stage cue, only Davie stepped 
forward when the announcer asked the audience to 
‘make welcome Colorado’! 


@ With a promising career ahead of him in a field he 
obviously enjoyed immensely, Davie’s life looked rosy 
and secure. Life on the road, even with diabetes, proved 
no obstacle to his health. On the contrary, the strict 
routine he had to observe forced the others to form 
equally strict habits which has conditioned the band, 
who still observe regular meal times and breaks today. It 
was only as Colorado's career started to necessitate 
working abroad that difficulties arose with Davie’s diet, 
but by that time his health had begun to show early signs 
of future problems. 


@ By spring 1982 Davie became concerned at the turn 
his health was taking when a Continental tour with the 
Wembley Festival Show left him weak and drained. 
That summer doctors at Raigmor Hospital, Inverness, 
put him on special diets in a fruitless attempt to 
counteract what seemed inevitable. Around the same 
time, Davie was shocked to realise that his sight was 
failing. 


@ There are four important factors that diabetes 
suffers have to be wary of, complications to the eyes, 
feet, muscles and kidneys. Davie was suffering, to 
varying degrees, from disorders of them all, the primary 
concern being the imminent failure of one kidney and 
the extensive cataracts forming over both his eyes. 
Looking back, he recalls holding onto elusive hope that 
all would be well in the end, ‘After | went on to dialysis | 
desperately hoped it would be possible for me to keep 
working with the band and | tried to work out how | could 
do the CAPD (dialysis) in the van. | was absolutely 
convinced that once the cataracts were removed my 
eyes would be fine. But then they gradually went and it 
was totally black. It sounds strange now, but | never 
realised, seriously, that | was blind until | began to get 
about after my operation. Then it just hit me all of a 
sudden.’ 


@ 1982 saw Davie getting progressively worse, but he 
refused to yield, continuing to play with the band until 


heartwrenching decision to quit Colorado for good. 
his physical and mental health, until he no longer had 


friends thinking he was wasting away. 


used to give life elsewhere. 


@ Davie remembers the events of that night with 
sparkling clarity, ‘Ann and | were at home having tea 
when the ‘phone rang. Ann said, ‘I'll bet you a poundtoa 
penny that's the hospital’. She was right. She told me 
they thought they had a kidney for me, did | want it? They 
give you a choice you see. The way | looked at it | had 
nothing to lose, but a heck of a lot to gain, so | took the 
chance. We told the hospital and left as quickly as 
possible. We were in the ambulance to Inverness in less 
than half an hour.’ 


@ On the journey South, the already wintry night 
worsened. The roads ahead were blocked and the 
remainder of the journey. was to be by Sea King 
helicopter. On reaching Inverness, gale force winds were 
sweeping the Northern coast, making flying a risky 
venture, but the crucial nature of the mission made it 
imperative. After almost crash-landing on take-off from 
Inverness Police Station, the helicopter sped in the 
direction of Aberdeen’s Forrester Hill Hospital, the 
journey taking three times longer than in normal 
conditions. 


November when frequent dialysis treatments and the 
rapid deterioration of his eyesight (to the point where he 
could no longer move about easily), brought the 


His life, once full of meaning and purpose, now lost 
direction as each day saw the gradual steady decline of 


the energy to even join in a conversation. Shortly before 
his operation he weighed just six stone, with family and 


@ January 1984 brought the life-saving call. The tragic 
death of another human being in an accident was to 
bring life to others. Davie was one of four people to 
benefit from a young man's legacy that his body be 


@ The transplant operation was an outstanding 
success, leaving Davie feeling imbued with new life. 
Recuperation however, despite the inner well-being he 
felt, was a long, slow process, It was to be many months 
before Davie could act as good as he felt, coupled with 
the awful realisation that he would never see again. The 
long months of convalescing and adjusting to the 
blindness caused Davie and his family considerable 
anguish, but never at any time during the dark days of 
depression did anyone lose faith in his ability to accept 
his situation. 


@ Orkney country singer Ruby Rendall lent valuable 
aid during this difficult time by constantly encouraging 
him to sing, alternately cajoling and inspiring him with 
the music that played such an essential part in his life. 
(Davie thinks Ruby is the finest female singer in Britain 
today). With her support, family and friends behind him, 
plus encouragement and good wishes from hundreds of 
country fans nationwide, Davie began to fight back. 


Each tentative new step taken alone became a physical 
triumph. The day he finally managed to make a cup of 
tea by himself was a personal achievement only others 
in the same predicament could truly understand. The 
proudest accomplishment Davie achieved was the 
rewiring of the equipment in his music room where he 
spends much of his time these days, compiling a weekly 
talking newspaper for the Highlands & Islands Tape 
Service For The Blind. Down to earth chap as he is, 
Davie is nonetheless unable to conceal his inner delight 
at mastering a task that a normal sighted person would 
consider a delicate undertaking. 
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@ Davie's life is far from easy. To be struck down in the 
prime of life would task many lesser men, but 
surrounded as he is by the love and affection of his 
many friends in the close knit village community where 
he lives, Davie is facing each new day with courage and 
optimism. The affinity the people of Golspie feel for their 
adopted son is shown plainly in the compassionate and 
enthusiastic way they encourage and support his 
tireless fund-raising drives, a fact Davie is well aware of 
and is quick to appreciate. These days he works 
resolutely for various charities, his schemes going far 
towards promoting the vital research currently taking 
place in Renal Research, with his collective 
contributions adding valuable financial aid to the ever 
needy coffers of the related funds. Charities that have 
benefited from his drives include the Highlands & 
Islands Patients Fund, Renal Research, Guide Dogs 
For The Blind Association and the Highlands & Islands 
Tape Service For The Blind. 


@ Foraman whose active life was so devastated three 
and a half years ago, Davie Duff is now working harder 
than ever, living proof and a constant reminder to each 
and every one of us that no handicap is so great that it 
cannot be overcome by one’s own inner strength and 
determination. By persistently facing his disability and 
subduing it with majestic effort, Davie has triumphed 
over fate itself. Somehow it seem fitting that he has the 
last word, ‘I've learnt a lot through all this, but the main 
thing is that we take so many of our faculties for granted. 
It's only when you don’t have them that you realise what 
you've lost!’ 


@ 'Photo:- Davie Duff (left) and Colorado, Wembley 1982 


@ The going has been hard, even to the mastering of 
the most minor of chores. Davie admits that there were 
times when he felt frustrated at not being able to do 
things other people take so much for granted, simple, 
ordinary things like walking out the front door and 
driving off down the road in his car. It took a long time for 
him to realise these things were out of reach forever. 

But, there was laughter too, to compensate for the 
trying times and it is here that Davie’s innate sense of 
fun stood him in good stead. Like the time a small child, 
on meeting him out walking one day, asked with puerile 
innocence, ‘How can ye no see, Davie, when your eyes 
are open? You don't look any different than you did 
before.’ Davie’s face creases with laughter as he 
recalls the simple childish question, so naively put, yet 
earnestly craving to understand. Another constant 
source of amusement is the very natural tendency of 
people to point when referring to something in another 
place. He'll laugh and say that, although he can’t see 
you pointing, he knows you are! The idea tickles him 
and you could swear there was a twinkle in his eye! 


Ip 
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@ Last year, Davie was finally pronounced fit enough 
to be considered for a guide dog and subsequently 
travelled down to the Forfar Training centre of the 
Guide Dog For The Blind Association for the four week 
course. The tuition was lengthy and mentally 
exhausting, but Davie loved every minute and the 
success of the course is plainly seen in the growing 
relationship between him and his ‘seeing eye’ dog, 
Caleb, a beautiful black and tan male Alsatian. Caleb 
has given Davie not only a new found freedom, but the 
joy that only the special bond between master and dog 
is able to effect. 


@ For the latter, his friends in Colorado, who are avid 
and conscientious supporters of his schemes, donated 
their services free, along with Gerry Ford and Charlie 
Dee for a hugely successful concert in Inverness in 1984, 
raising about £4,000. The concert also marked Davie's 
first re-appearance on stage after his operation, an 
experience which so moved both him and the audience, 
that he has since made further appearances with 
Colorado in aid of charity, a development which should 
not lead fans to suppose he has any future plans to rejoin 
the band. As he explains, ‘I don't think it would be wise for 
me to go back to working with a touring band. There is too 
much involved in looking after myself properly, between 
insulin injections and the medication for my kidney. Life 
on the road would be too hard and after coming through 
what | did, that’s a risk | don’t want to take. But, | still have 
a strong interest in music, although steel playing is out, at 
the moment anyway. | have trouble with the muscles in 
my arms and legs and you need both to play pedal steel, 
but | haven’t given up on it entirely. I’m going to keep 
working at it and I'll probably get back to it one day. | think 
a lot depends on having the right attitude. If you're going 
to lie back and go under, forget it! You have to learn to 
live with it.’ 


@ There's talk, however, of a single for charity 
sometime in the future. Davie was reluctant to discuss it 
too much as he stressed he's not yet fit enough to 
undertake such a project. ‘Well, Geordie and | were 
discussing fund raising methods for charity a while back 
and he came up with the idea of me cutting a single, the 
proceeds to go to the Guide Dogs For The Blind charity. 
| thought it was a good idea, but | don’t feel ready to take 
on something like that yet. If | was to go ahead with it, a 
song | have in mind is ‘Dixie Road’, which was a hit for 
Lee Greenwood in the States recently. It’s a super wee 
country song, my type of song and if | was seriously 
considering recording that would be my first choice. But, 
there's nothing definite yet. | might do it this year, | might 
wait 'til next, it depends when | feel up to it.’ 

Davie also has a song in his possession that he’s keen 
to secure information on. The song, ‘Through The Eyes 
Of Buddy’ was given to him some time ago by another 
guide dog owner, but there were no credit details with it 
and he is anxious to trace the writer. If anyone has any 
information at all, Davie would be grateful to hear from 
you. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JUNE 1986 


ZEEE Fu!) Camping and Caravan facilities. Licenced bar. 


This exciting all day event includes 
genuine American style Rodeo Wild West 
Displays ... plus asuperb... TV 

AND RECORDING STARS : 
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Children Half Price 
Full Day. 


11am-11pm 


£6.00 


On the Day 
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Make Cheques/POs Payable to GRAMLO Promotions Ltd. 


at the Ticket office, KIR 
, KIRKLINGTON R 
N OAD, B 
| OTTS. Tel: (0623) 870 327/795149 ILSTHORPE, 
i Name | 


Including Special Guest 8 Address | 
g a 
Direct from their Don Williams Tour a i = Postcode | 
ae 
No. of Tickets at £5.00 No. of Tickets at £2.50 L) | 
We Total cash included £. 
3% Those fast rising stars of tomorrow rl PPT ea aaress acres sneneccsctese re ae 
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FOR MORE DETAILS on Rodeo Events:- 
or on Trade Stand availability 


BRITAIN’S REPRESENTATIVES IN GERMANY FOR THE 1986 
EURO COUNTRY MUSIC MASTERS 14 Nation TV Spectacular) 


MATLOCK BATH 
EIGHTH 


International 


All Day Ticket £5.00 » 


Enquiries: 
(0773 85) 3168 


ARTISTES 
BOOKED 
TO APPEAR 


Two Shows - 2.30 pm and 7.00 pm 


GRANT STREET 
STRING BAND (USA) §& 


RAYMOND 
FROGGATT 


MICK CONLINBAND 
DESPERADO 

BLACK SPUR ROAD 
BAND 


STROLLER 


Each Show £3.00 - OAPs £1.00 
AN ANNE & TERRY SLACK PROMOTION 


$ 


(Almost Heaven) 


WEST VIRGINIA? 


Mick Green Looks at the Liverpool based band now 
entering their second decade. 
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SUNDAY JUNE 8TH 1986 


@ THE band may have taken more ‘Country Roads’ 
than most over the past ten years. John Denver may 
have opened the song with the words ‘Almost 
Heaven, West Virginia’, but there’s more than a 
little bit of the Devil in this band’s sense of humour, 
which has become as much as a trade mark for their 
type of entertainment as the tight harmonies they 
project so well. 


® They had their first gig under the current name when 
Keith Thornhill (lead vocals and rhythm guitar) joined 
his brother Arthur (bass and vocals) and Mike Brown 
(lead guitar and vocals) in Huyton, Liverpool, at the 
Farmers Arms (or could it be Farmer Giles the way 
Arthur walks)? So, what with that and Harold Wilson, | 
can’t help thinking Huyton has a lot to answer for! 


The first time | can remember seeing this band was at 
the 1978 Marlboro’ Country Music Talent Competition 
when they won the finals at the Wembley Conference 
Centre, part of the prize being a national tour as support 
act for Marty Robbins. 


@ Three of them are still a part-of the band, the only 
new member being Scotsman Alex Fitzsimmons, who 
joined them on drums early in 1985. Arthur assures me 
there is no truth in the rumour that Alex previously 
played with a Scottish ‘gay’ band under the name 
Simmons Fitzalex! 


@® When writing about bands, to describe their music 
we are inclined to put them in categories, like country 
rock, traditional, old tymey, contemporary. So, if | had to 
describe this band’s music | would probably describe 
them as country/easy listening (and | mean that only as 
a compliment). They include a great variety of songs, 
from country standards up to the latest American hits 
and, on the many times I’ve seen them, | have never 
heard them too loud. They are always smart looking on 
stage, a completely professional outfit, but they have a 
wicked sense of humour and that special ‘Scouse’ 
ingredient that allows them to say and get away with 
things on the stage that might seem offensive from 
other acts. 


@ The above reasons probably explain why they were 
voted ‘Favourite Club Band’ at so many venues over the 
past year and perhaps why they are the British country 
band Im prepared to bet has more gigs a year than any. 
other I can think of. 


@ West Virginia are one of those bands where the 
overall effect of the group is greater than the individual 
parts, meaning | never fail to come away from their 
performance happy and with the impression others feel 
the same way. 


@® West Virginia make a point of including British 
songwriters in their programme. The songs of Raymond 
Froggatt, Joe Butler and Kenny Johnson feature in most 
shows and one of the songs they have virtually made 
their own on the British club circuit is their terrific 
arrangement of ‘The Union Mare And The Confederate 
Grey’, written by Paul Kennerley. Another British effort is 
included on their current single ‘Chances Are’, a Ray 
Brett composition. 


@ Their gig list over the past few years includes all the 
major festivals, appearances on both BBC and ITV 
Television, BBC Radio 2’s ‘Country Club’ and residential 
work for Pontins, where their popularity with the fans is 
obvious. In addition to a full diary of their own gigs they 
can also be found backing such artistes as Clinton Ford, 
Linda Cassady, Jimmy Lawton, Kenny Serratt and other 
named solo acts who tour the UK. | note they have a 
major tour of Norway planned for later this year. 


@ At the time of writing this, they were heading into the 
studio again to record a new album which should be on 
sale at gigs this year, where it will join their previous 
albums ‘Country Dreamer’ and ‘Fresh Tracks’ and 
singles ‘My Woman, My Woman, My Wife’, ‘Broken 
Lady’ and ‘Chances Are’. In addition to those records 
they have three cassettes still available. | once heard 
another band describe their ‘gig momentos’ as West 
Virginia’s ‘Woolworths’, as they sell not only the 
records, but tee-shirts, car stickers, badges and key 
rings etc. 


@ In 1985 the current fan club was formed by Yvonne 
Wyncoll, 62 Bankside, Banbury, Oxfordshire and, to 
celebrate the boys’ tenth anniversary, they have 
organised a day’s cruise on the River Mersey and are to 
hold a special weekend at Pontin’s Sand Bay Camp in 
November. 


@ When | first reviewed this act, | said they were a 
promising band. They still are, as they've been 
promising to buy me a pint ever since, but I've never got 
it! As the years have gone by, Arfur (he keeps telling me 
his name's Arthur) has finally perfected his monk's 
haircut, so as they're now celebrating ten years in the 
business, perhaps you will join me in sending 
congratulations to them all. (Perhaps |'ll get that pint by 
the time they get to their Silver)! 
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‘WAYLON - A BIOGRAPHY 


by R SERGE DENISOFF 
St. Martins Press (ISBN 0 312 85848 5) 


@ THESE days most biographies of 
Stars seem to dwell on any ‘seamy 
side of life’ aspects they can dig up, so 
‘Waylon: A Biography’ came as a 
refreshing change, concentrating as it 
does on the musical aspect of Waylon 
and only permitting the personal side 
to creep in where it has some bearing 


or effect on his music. 


@ The original hardback issue by the 
Universtiy of Texas Press is now out of 
print, so this same size (9.25 x 6 in.), 
375 page paperback issue is not only 
timely, but also a little cheaper than 
the original. 


@ The text and the comprehensive 
discography by John L Smith covers 
both live appearances and his record 
releases from ‘Jole Blon’, produced 
by Buddy Holly in 1958, up to ‘WWII’. 


There are lots of interesting snippets 
of info, such as the fact that the ‘Live 
At JD’s album, which has been re- 
issued several times, cost less than 
$100 to produce, or that Waylon once 
played bass for Ray Price. 


@ Throughout the book there are 
many interesting ‘photos of Waylon, 
as well as ‘photos of people who were 
influential in his career, like Buddy 
Holly, Don Bowman, Bobby Bare and 
even Herb Alpert. 


@ Certainly no Waylon Jennings’ fan 
should be without this book and at 
£11.95, I consider it represents very 
good value for money. 


IN THE SHADOW 
OF A SONG by WILLADEENE 


Bantam (ISBN 0 553 24989 4) 


@ ‘in The Shadow Of A Song’ is the 
fascinating story of the Parton family, 
as seen through the eyes of Dolly’s 
elder sister Willadeene. It is the story 
of Dolly and Willadeene, not forgetting 
the other ten Parton children, their 
parents and grandparents and presents 
a remarkable insight into life in a poor 
white family in the backwoods of the 
Smokey Mountains of Tennessee. 


@ Although the Parton family may 
have been poor in material things, they 
were rich in the fact that they were a 


caring and loving family, a fact that has 
always been reflected in Dolly's songs 
about her Tennessee upbringing. 

@ Don't buy this book if all you want to 
read about is the tinsel, glittery life of 
Dolly’s days as a star. If, however, you 
want to get behind the glitter and find 
out what made Dolly and the rest of the 
Parton family so unique, then this is 
the book for you. With 236 pages, this 
paperback includes some interesting 
photographs of the Parton family. At 
$2.95, plus 40p P & P, this book is 
excellent value. 


WRITE IT DOWN 


by GEORGE A CRUMP 
Donning Co. (ISBN 0 89865 398 3) 


@ The full title of this book is ‘Write It 
Down: A History Of Country Music In 
Hampton Roads’, to which my 
immediate reaction was, where? Well, 
Hampton Roads is in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia and this is the story of their 
local radio station WCMS. To that 
information my reaction was, ‘what 
interest can an obscure radio station, 
thousands of miles away have to a 
country music fan in England?’ 


@ Well, from its start in 1954, it took 
eight years for WCMS to be rated the 
No.1 country music radio station in 


America and ‘Write It Down’ is not just 
the story of that station, but also the 
stories of many of the stars it helped to 
establish during those early years. 
There are some rare black and white 
‘photos of various stars who appeared 
in concerts promoted by WCMS back in 
the late fifties and early sixties, country 
boys like Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson, 
Grandpa Jones etc., as well as rockers 
like Elvis and Gene Vincent. 

@ This 8% x 11% in., 142 page 
hardback may seem a trifle expensive 
at £13.95, but it’s a surprisingly good 
read and one | thoroughly enjoyed. 


THE BEST OF 
COUNTRY MUSIC 


by JOHN NORTHLAND 
Dolphin (ISBN 0 385 19192 8) 


@ Subtitled ‘A Critical And Historical 
Guide To The 750 Greatest Albums’ 
and written by the former Associate 
Editor of ‘Rolling Stone’, John 
Northland writes in both an interesting 
and authorative style which made this 
(for me) one of the most enjoyable and 
informative books to come my way for 
a long time. 


@ The 750 best albums are divided up 
into their various categories from 
‘Stringbands’, through The Depression 
Years; Singing Cowboys; Western 
Swing; Bluegrass; Honky Tonk and 
Hillbilly; Nashville Sound; Bakersfield; 
Countrypolitan and Contemporary 
Country. | must say that my personal 
views of some of the best albums 
certainly match those John has listed. 
For example, among the grossly 


If you have difficulty finding any of 
these books locally, then drop a line 
to A & R Booksearch, Polmartin, 
Herodsfoot, Liskeard, Cornwall, 
PL14 4RE. Don't forget to tell them 
you read the reviews in ‘Round Up’. 


Clive Wynes. 


under-rated contemporary albums, he 
lists a couple by James Talley, Butch 
Hancock, Marshall Chapman's ‘Me, 
I'm Feeling Free’ and the absolutely 
brilliant Jack Clement album ‘All! 
Want To Do In Life’. 


@ Northland’s reasons for picking the 
various albums and his informative 
views on them made me listen much 
more deeply to several of the albums 
mentioned and | admit that with some 
of these | did gain a whole new 
perspective on them. | also think! shall 
be seeking out many of the albums he 
mentions to add to my collection. 


@ The more | look at this book, the 
more | feel itis an essential volume for 
any country music library (or the 
foundation of one) and, whatever one’s 
level of involvement in the music, be it 
fan, musician or writer etc., this is one 
book that will be constantly referred to. 
This large format paperback of some 
436 pages, at £15.95 plus P & P, is 
excellent value for money. 
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JEFF CLIFFSON 


One of Wales’ top Country 


TOP SOLO 
COUNTRY 
ENTERTAINER. 


Bookings:- 
(0244) 813009 


estern singers 
~ (0978) 821998 


No venue 
too large or small 
Distance no object 
Fully pro. 


Bookings and Enquiries 
Tel: (0536) 743948 
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Sponsored By Causey Fiore 
If you're visiting our area, why not spend an 
evening with us. Tel (0258) 54258 

TOP SHOWS MONTHLY 
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To find out more about copy dates and 


rates for advertising, ring (0522) 41546. 
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Solo, Duo or 
Smokestack 


CONTACT 
061-973 6380 


HAG COMMORS 


RUUCHERS 


WANT A GOOD NIGHT 
. IN YOUR CLUB. BOOK 
SHAG CONNORS 
GO HOME LAUGHING. 
(0454) 778880 


HAVE YOU 
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VOTED 


ls BBC Radio Giving Country A 
‘Fair Crack Of The Whip? 
Mick Green asks for 


FAIR PLAY 
OVER AIR PLAYS 


@ | have stated this case so often, but | will state it 
again, even if some readers are getting fed up of 
reading it! | certainly hope those with the power at the 
BBC are! When is country music going to get the 
amount of specialist air play in comparison with the 
number of fans that all polls and every other indication 
source show it has? 


@ How much longer are you and | expected to sit back 
while other forms of music get much, much more 
exposure, even though it’s nowhere near as popular as 
country as far as fans, concerts, record releases or 
anything else is concerned? 


LET US AGAIN LOOK AT SOME OF THE FACTS 


@ | know some country music is included in general 
music programmes, but basically, we are still left with 
just two hours a week on the national radio station. One 
hour of that is ‘Country Club’ with its own particular 
format and regular listeners, which have developed 
over the years and the other hour currently provides 
recordings made of live concerts (some, unfortunately, 
not always of real high quality), featuring one or two 
artistes each week. Why don’t we have a programme 
where the new records released can be fully exposed, 
where they play the albums newly available a bit more 
in depth and not have to fill a lot of the space with 
interviews and ‘live’ studio sets? 


ARE WE ENTITLED TO EXPECT MORE TIME? 


@ Well, again, it’s a fact that pop/rock has a whole 
station (Radio 1) put aside just to look after that side of 
the music. Now, country may not be quite that popular, 
but it did get 49% of the oft quoted MORI poll conducted, 
which is quite a lot more than classical music and that 
too, virtually has a whole station (Radio 3) to look after its 
interests. 


@ Now, it may be argued that country music fans may be 
interested in the music, but they don't actually buy the 
records. What has that got to do with it? BBC Radio is not 
there to sell records, it is there to play them and entertain 
us. 


@ It may also be argued that country music is not as 
popular as we claim when it comes to actual numbers 
and that the BBC is just operating to the market force. | 
would dispute this entirely and, if we look at the financial 
side of country, it is easy to see the real financial strength 
indepth ... 

1) There is hardly a small town in Britain that does not 
have a Country Music Club, albeit some are on a small 
scale. What other form of live music even has this kind of 
support? 

2) The music sustains three national monthly 
publications, albeit without much support from the record 
industry, plus there are several others that appear on a 
local regional basis. 

3) Apart from pop, in total there are probably more 
country music record releases than any other form of 
music. !’m told that currently, MCA alone have ninety- 
three albums available and RCA also have a lot, 
including many ‘20 Of The Best’ types and others are 
now getting together on the ‘Discover New Country’ 
campaign. How can about half an hour ‘specialist 
programme’ a week needle time hope to cope 
adequately with this? 


4) There are now several major festivals taking place 
every year that attract thousands, plus there are at least 
ten major UK tours planned for ‘Big Stars’ this year and 
there is hardly a weekend when a ‘festival’ is not on 
somewhere in Britain. Can any other music claim this 
support? 


PLAYING AWAY 
FROM AN 


@ COUNTRY and western might 
be the easiest label to hang on the 
Hank Wangford Band, but certainly 
wouldn't be the most accurate. 


@ Atthe Lincoln Assembly 
Rooms, the band pushed their over. 


ay 4 


w 


Cattle-ranch image for all it was 
worth. Grinning beneath his 
Stetson, Hank informed the 
audience that it was a great 


@ Country and western they 
reeled off with ease, but they also 
spoofed the genre quite 
unmercifully at times and we were 
happy to let other influences take 
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5) Practically all the major leisure companies now 
feature country music holidays in their brochures and 
there are European holidays, a mass of trips to the 
States for country music, even luxury mini-cruises 
featuring the same. OK, some forms of music may have 
the odd one, but | believe, nowhere in the depth that 
country music does. 


@ All these things mentioned are commercial ventures 
and they need actual financial support from the country 
music enthusiast to remain in business, so really the 
findings of MORI are backed up in the commercial 
market, albeit in a slightly less obvious way. 


WHAT SHALL WE DO? 


@ There are many things we could do. For a start we 
should all write to the BBC and complain. We should tell 
them that, if they expect our support for increases of 
licence fee and for them to stay ‘advert free’ and 
independent, then country fans expect a fairer share of 
the air plays. For, make no mistake about it, if BBC 
Radio had to rely on advertising for its income, then it 
would have to look seriously at some of the time it gives 
to less popular forms of music. 


@ |, personally, think it is unrealistic at present to 
expect a complete station for country music alone, but it 
is not unreasonable to expect at least one hour a day to 
be given over to all the various forms the music takes, 
Particularly to new recordings. This does not mean it 
would need to be all American either, because if the 
record companies knew they were going to get more 
exposure, then they, hopefully, would take a chance on 
promoting more British acts. As it is at present, they can 
only get a smattering of existing releases played, so 
what chance is there of them being really interested in 
British country acts? 


@ Is one hour a day so unreasonable when David 
Jacobs is given an hour every day to play basically very 
old recordings from the forties and fifties that, to be fair, 
seem to be by artistes that have not recorded for years. 
They get an hour every day, including Saturday and look 
what country music gets. And that is only one example. 
Benny Green covers much of the same, Alan Dell has 
‘Sounds Easy’ for one hour a week and ‘Dance Band 
Days’ for another half hour. Then there’s ‘Big Band 
Special’ for yet another half hour and ‘Songs From The 
Shows’ has a similar time. It is the same with jazz. What 
with ‘Jazz Classics’, ‘Jazz Score’, ‘Sounds Jazz’ and 
Humphrey Lyttleton, they manage to muster in excess of 
four hours a week. 


@ It's notthat I'm objecting to these programmes, simply 
that | want country to have its fair share. | mean, ‘The 
Organist Entertains’ has as long a show as ‘Country 
Club’! These are all specialist programmes for forms of 
music that are showing nowhere near the support that 
country music has and you will hear examples of these 
forms of music in the general music programmes, the 
same as country. 


@ There are well in excess of 2,000 pro or semi-pro 
country acts playing in Britain. How many big bands are 
there? 


@ |f you think this article is right, then get your pen and 
Paper out and write to the Controller, BBC Radio 2, 
Broadcasting House, Portland Place, W1 and let him 
know your views. Persuade your friends to do so as 
well. We may be a ‘minority’, but 49% is a very large 
minority. Our problem is that we've all been silent for too 
long, so let the Controller know your views. But, make 
sure you state clearly that you want ‘extra’ daily 
programmes as an addition to ‘Country Club’, not to 
replace it! (Otherwise we might lose that as well)! 


@ They say that the BBC is facing cuts, so be it. They 
also say that the pen is mightier than the sword, so let’s 
see if, together, we can prove it. Use your pen to get a 
better and fairer coverage for country music. 


@ I've written my bit, | hope you write yours. It will only 
cost you a couple of minutes and a 12p stamp. Do it 
now! Yes, now while you think of it . . . ! 
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@ Fully aware that country and 
western is too often associated 
with ‘Mums and Dads’ music 
centre, cabaret clubs and bargain 


OBVIOUS LABEL ncnremna teas ong gb 
wreeke band through a set which revealed to good effect. 


a heady mixture of influences. 


@ In terms of enthusiasm, the 
audience could hardly be faulted, 
although in terms of numbers it 
was disappointing. The 
atmosphere generated by the band 
could have been better still givena 
crowded hall. 
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O) Rick Purcell of Soundhouse 

Records & Tapes has a valued 
customer who heard, on radio, a song 
called ‘Teardrops On A Rose Petal’ or 
‘Teardrops On A Rose’. Rick's 
customer approached the BBC, but 
they were unable to help? 


C) Well, Rick, you've come to the 

right place this time. It's one of 
those questions | am able to 
answer ‘off the top’. As a Hank 
Williams’ fan, | can say with 
confidence it’s ‘Tear Drop On A 
Rose’, written by Hank and to be 
found on the album ‘The 
Collector's Hank Williams Volume 
4’ (Polydor 2391 519), released in 
1981. 


Fan Club Addresses 


CD Alan Anderton of Norwich 
requires three fan club 
addresses? 


O George Hamilton IV - 

0) c/oDMertill, Route 1, Box60, 
Tenstrike, Missouri 56683, USA. 
Kenny Rogers - c/o Susan Alcott, 
8265 Beverley Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, California 91602, USA. 
Tammy Wynette - c/o Carolyn & 
Den Neal, 35 South Road, West 
Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7AG. 


C) Miss B Kuzma of Sheffield would 
CO like the address of Willie Nelson's 
fan club? 


() Write to Box 517, Danbury, 
() Connecticut 06810, USA. 


O Finally on this one, J McLeary of 
Sussex would like the address of 

Anne Murray's fan club and asks where 

Anne’s records might be obtained. 


O The fan club address is 

c/o Balmhur, 4881 Yonge 
Street, Suite 412, Toronto, Canada, 
M2N 5X3. | assume from your 
questions that you are new to the 
work of Anne Murray, so | have 


. listed some of the lady's albums you 


may like to seek out. On the Capitol 
label:- Talk It Over In The Morning 
(ST 821); ‘Danny’s Song’ (EST 
11172); Highly Prized Possession 
(EST 11354); Together (EST 
11433); Keeping In Touch (EST 
11599); Let's Keep It That Way 
(EST 11743); New Kind Of Feeling 
(EST 11849); I'll Always Love You 
(EST 12012); Somebody's Waiting 
(EST 12064); Very Best Of (EMTV 
31); Where Do You Go When You 
Dream (EST 12144); Christmas 
Wishes (SN 16232); A Little Good 
News (EST 12301); Heart Over 
Mind (EJ 240224-1). With Glen 
Campbell, Anne Murray And Glen 
Campbell (Music For Pleasure MFP 
415689-1). 


- 


> AB -O-Wisp= 


EVERYTHING FOR THE WESTERNER 
TRADITIONAL AND MODERN 


Saloon Outfits. Shirts, Hats, Accessories. 
Books. Boas. Feathers. Skirts. Conchos etc. 
Also Props, Make-up and Pyrotechnics 


Send £7 for Mai! Order Catalogue to: 


Will-O-Wisp, Reepham, Norfolk, NR10 4LT 
| Telephone: Norwich (0603) 871029 
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In 1980, Woolworth put on sale 
‘What About Me’ (CHVL183) on 
their Chevron label. This was a 
collection of Anne’s earliest 
material. 


Now here's how to get these. The 
last couple of titles on the Capitol list 
should be available from any decent 
record store. For the rest, you will 
have to contact a specialist such as 
J & E Records, St. Mary's Road, 
West Walton, Wisbech, or Ryan's 
Country, 35 Hall Street, Penycae, 
Wrexham, Clwyd. Don't forget to 
mention ‘Country Music Round Up’. 


O Danny Dunleavy of County 

Donegal wants to know which of 
Buck Owens’ albums contains the song 
‘A-11'? 


DO) Nice to hear from you again 
Danny. It may interest you to 

know that Johnny Paycheck had the 
first hit with this Hank Cochran song. 
Johnny's version was released on 
Little Darlin’ Records in October 
1965 and made the top twenty. Buck 
Owens' version is to be found on the 
album ‘Together Again/My Heart 
Skips A Beat (Capitol T 2135). The 
other tracks are:- My Heart Skips A 
Beat; Close Up The Honky Tonks; | 
Don't Hear You; Save The Last 
Dance For Me; Over And Over 
Again; Truck Drivin’ Man; Together 
Again; Ain't It Amazin’ Grace; 
Getting Used To Losin’ You; Storm 
Of Love; Hello Trouble. 
You will have to try a specialist in 
deletions for this Danny. Try the 
addresses given elsewhere. 


C) John Marsh of Derbyshire would 
OD tike to obtain some of David Allan 
Coe’s early albums and at least one of 
his ‘naughty’ ones? 


C) | hope you've plenty of money 

John. You're gonna need it. 
Please bear in mind that the prices 
I'm about to quote are six years old, 
so values may have risen. 
‘Peniteniary Blues’ as far as | know 
cannot now be obtained on record, 
only on eight track tape, priced $10; 
‘Requiem For A Harlequin’ ($50); 
the naughty ‘Nothing Sacred’ ($12) 
and ‘Underground’, the other 
naughty album ($15). They should 
all be available from Coe's 
company, Dream Enterprises, 
Route 1, Box 610-B, Big Pine Key, 
Florida 33043, USA. Please write 
first though as prices are sure to 
have gone up and you will be stuck 
for post and packing. | had no 
trouble at this address when Meme 
was running the operation, but Coe 
has been through a few wives since 
then, so anything can happen. | 
know of no other dealers stocking 
this product. 


OC Bill Gates of Paignton wonders 
where he might obtain Steve 
Earle's album ‘Guitar Town’? 


2 You might try contacting J & E 

Records, St. Mary’s Road, 
West Malton, Wisbech. As a Steve 
Earle fan you might also be 
interested in an EP released by LSI 
in 1982 containing the tracks, 
Nothin’ But You; Continental 
Trailways Blues; Squeeze Me In; 
My Baby Worships Me. Two years 
later Epic released the single 
‘What’ll You Do About Me/Cry 
Myself To Sleep’. 


@ The question about the Jim 
Reeves’ monologue album, 
although now answered, still 
generates a lot of letters. My thanks 
to David Elton of Essex, Robin 
Cheal of Crawley and John Dean of 
Dublin. Answers to other questions 
already answered came from Anne 
Hodgson of Whitby (who calls me 
Pete Nelson. Pete who?); Maggie 
Gee of Redcar and Neil of 
Wiltshire, who informs me of 
Johnny Cash duets found on 
‘bootleg’ albums. Sorry, we can't 
publicise this information Neil. Ann 
Winder of Liverpool has sent me 
some information about Elvis which 


| shall keep for a more appropriate 
time. Thanks to you all. 


@ Finally, those outstanding 
teasers. We still have no 
information on that song containing 
the line ‘I'm the son of a sailor and 
the sea’s in my blood’. | asked Hank 
Snow fans to check their early 
albums, now | want old time fans to 
check out three titles I've come up 
with. These are Bascom Lamar 
Lunsford, ‘The Sailor On The Deep 
Blue Sea’; Jimmy Dolan’s ‘Sailors’ 
Blues’ and Johnny Wright ‘Sailor 
Man’. Also, | want you to check out 
every song you have bearing the 
name ‘sailor’. The song may have 
been re-recorded, 


@ We want information about a 
song containing the line ‘compared 
to Loretta Lynn I'm acity slicker’ and 
current information on Paula Kelly, 
Diane Pfeifer, Sue Terry and Rose 
Brennan. Recording details on the 
Waylon and Willie album ‘18 Golden 
Hits’ (not the track listing) is also 
required. 


@ More questions next month. 
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RECORD 
INDUSTRY'S 
STRUGGLE 
AGAINST PIRATES 


Market Intelligence 
Records And Tapes 


@ THE British market for records 
and tapes remains healthy despite 
the problems of home taping, 
reports Mintel Publications, the 
leading market research analyst, 
in its report entitled ‘Records And 
Tapes’. 


@ Mintel says that some £300 
million is lost each year in retail 
sales from home taping. It further 
says the problem has become so 
severe that a government green 
Paper proposed a 10p levy on 
blank audio tapes following 
increased pressure from within 


the record industry, who claim that 


87% of blank tapes are used in 
copying recorded material. 


@ Despite such piracy, consumer 


Spending on records and tapes 
rose to over £650 million in 1985. 


The majority was spent on albums 


(of which there were over eighty- 
six million made last year, 
compared to sixty-eight million 
singles and forty-five million 
cassette tapes. 


@ The American owned company 
CBS remains the leading record 
and tape producer, accounting for 
over fifteen per cent of the singles 
market and sixteen per cent of all 
albums and cassettes. 


@ The biggest retailer of records 
in Britain is ‘Woolworth’, whose 
880 outlets generate a turnover in 
excess of £100 million. However, 
should ‘W H Smith’s £43 million 
bid succeed for ‘Our Price’, (the 
specialist record and tape retailer) 
then W H Smith will topple 
‘Woolworth’ as the leading record 
retailer. 


@ Shifts in the population 
Structure also pose fundamental 
problems for the recorded music 
industry, which is so dependent on 
Sales to the younger age groups. 
Mintel’s consumer research 
confirms that frequent purchasing 
(once a month or more) of records 
and tapes peaks among fifteen to 
nineteen year olds and twenty to 
twenty-four year olds. Mintel says, 
however, that in five years from 
now there will be one million 
fewer people in the fifteen to 
twenty-four age group and nearly 
one million more twenty-five to 
forty-four year olds. 


@ One of the most interesting 
developments, says Mintel, could 
be the demise of the compact disc 
before it has even gained a 
foothold in the market. A new 
audio tape has appeared on the 
horizon from Japan which is 
claimed to offer sound quality 
comparable to that of compact 
discs, plus the advantage of home 
recording which compact discs do 
not offer. Such is the rapid pace of 
technological developments. 


@ Mintel says that, despite the 
problem, the fertility of the British 
record industry will continue in the 
foreseeable future. 


APOLOGIES 


Unfortunately, Larry Drummond's 
column does not appear this month. 
However, Larry will be bouncing back 
next month, with a profile on Anne 
Slack, our East Midlands’ 


correspondent. 


@ ANexplosion of youthful interest in 
country music, both at performer and 
audience levels, is currently taking 
place on both sides of the Atlantic, this 
being a progression from previous 
formats, having had an infusion of 
more recent trends. Generally 
referred to as ‘Alternative Country 
(but, as there has been alternative 
country since Nashville first set it’s 
poppy production line in motion to 
manufacture what is now erroneously 
considered the mainstream - more 
precisely defined as ‘New Wave’), this 
exciting strain has effectively 
rejuvenated what some people had 
felt was becoming a rapidly 
Stagnating music. 


@ As far as Britain is concerned, one 
man whose music has probably done 
more to draw young musicians and 
audiences into the country fold than 
any other, is the inimitable, rather 
enigmatic ‘Daddy of ‘New Wave’ 
inventiveness, Hank Wangford. While 
Wangford pre-empted the current 
influx by years. his innovative, yet 
totally authentic brand of ‘Real 
Country Music’ has been a prime ‘New 
Wave’ influence that has also created 
a far healthier media and consumer 
consciousness of home grown talent. 


@ To more fully comprehend the 
tormented life that etched anguish into 
every line of the undisputed ‘High 
Priest Of Pain’s contorted features, we 
must consult practising gynaecologist 
Dr Sam Hutt. After all, Sam, (the only 
one fully qualified to unravel the 
complex, virtually inextricable mesh 
that binds man and myth together), is 
the one living being Hank trusts to 
share his mortal coil, not to mention 
his stetson and his boots. 


@ The Suffolk born son of Allen Hutt, 
one time President of the National 
Union of Journalists and Chief Sub- 
Editor on the ‘Morning Star’, had a 
decidedly left-wing North London 
raising, forming principles that today, 
(having realised his childhood 
ambition to become a doctor), make 
him an outspoken, if somewhat 
unconventional champion of the 
patients’ rights. In his position as 
Senior Medical Officer at the Margaret 
Pyke Centre, Sam is renowned for his 
anti-establishment views and has 
become a much sought after specialist 
in womens’ health care. 


@ One of Hutt’s earliest medical posts 
was at a hippie clinic tending heroin 
addicts where, ever the individualist, 
typical non-conformity and genuine 
understanding earned the deep respect 
of his charges, probably because he too 
was a true child (some say casualty) of 
the sixties. A very hip, fully subscribed 
member of the love generation, his 
lanky, flower bedecked frame could 
often be found playing ethereal sitar 


while inwardly contemplating life's 
mysteries. The first indication of Hank 
Wangford’s subsequent incarnation 
came during the era of peace and love 
with a covetous slab of vinyl 


: psychedelia entitled ‘Way Of The 


Jabberwocky’, by one Boeing Devene. 


@ Setting up in private practice, Sam 
found selective medical attention for 
the privileged totally conflicting with a 
Strict socialist upbringing, but the time 
did furnish ‘a very wonderful moment’ 
that was to transform his whole life. 
Gram Parsons, a major country rock 
figure, took his wife to Sam's surgery 
for treatment, picked a song or two and 
taught him ‘music could be enjoyable if 
you wrote your own words’. So, 
emigrating to Canada, the daytime 
doctor began moonlighting around 
bars, singing country music. 


@ Some time after returning to 
England, the singing doctor sought 
relief from a broken affair of the heart 
by retracing his Suffolk roots and, while 
drowning his sorrows at a pub in the 
village of Wangford, ‘a small place on 
the fish finger run from Lowestoft to 
London’, Hank got his first sideways 
glimpse of this troubled world through 
the distorted bottom of an empty liquor 
glass. As the woebegone image of a 
nine times married, born loser, with 
more worries than a bird dog has ticks 
clarified through the bar-room induced 
haze, Sam discovered in Hank 
Wangford the perfect release valve for 
his own problems. 


‘I could invest all the sincerity and pain 
into Hank, laugh at the excesses of 
some country attitudes and get on with 
playing the music | liked,’ noted Hutt. 
But, the role as Hank’s mentor and 
confidant has become so demanding 
that Sam’s once noble calling is 
increasingly being forced to take a 
back seat as the all-consuming 
Wangford personna becomes daily 
more omnipotent. 


@ While it is entirely possible he 
could have been conceived in 
Intercourse (that’s Intercourse, 
Pennsylvania folks), according to Sam 
Hutt, Hank was actually born Henry 
Hardman in Wangford, England. 
Devastated by the horrific accident that 
claimed his first wife and son, Hank 
fled to the States in search of the 
Father he never found, but a dozen 
years spent aimlessly drifting down 
endless heartworn highways (adopting 
the name Wangford lest the sexual 
innuendo of Hardman inflamed pious 
Southern Bible punchers) left 
countless indelible scars. 


@ The wounds deepened when fourth 
wife, Maria, absconded with Chico, 
Hank Wangford & The Spanish 
Waiters’ lead guitarist so, after 
another ‘bum steer’ of a job with the 
unpopular all white band, Stanley & 


His Famous Negroes, he formed the 
Hankerers and, setting personal 
Suffering to music, began performing 
songs from ‘The Wangford Hall Of 
Pain’. However, even a recording 
session for Ernest Tubb and work with 
the Evolent Brothers, Ben and Mal, 
could not quell the growing 
disillusionment with the false sincerity 
fostered in some country circles and 
Hank opted to return home. 


@ Repatriated, the earlier described 
bar-room convergence of Dr. Sam and 
Mr Hank (dual identities within one 
singular mind), resulted in a band 
that, due to the oversight of playing 
excellent original material as 
opposed to the usual run-of-the-mill 
cover versions of familiar American 
songs, met with little approval on the 
British country circuit of the day. Tired 
of banging an already overly abused 
head against the proverbial brick wall, 
Hank turned to the burgeoning pub- 
rock scene, where discerning young 
audiences at the Pegasus, Half Moon 
and Kentish Town’s Bull & Gate, 
recognised a unique talent when they 
saw it. 


@ After many weary miles combing 
the highways and byways of country 
music with nothing but massive 
heapin’ helpin’s of failures and pain to 
show for his trouble, the dawn of the 
eighties promised much rosier 
prospects. He cut two widely 
acclaimed albums for Cow Pie 
Records, the self-titled ‘Hank 
Wanoford’ and ‘Live’ (recorded at the 
Pegasus) featuring some of the finest 
musos available, criss-crossed the 
country on regular nationwide tours 
and became a darling of the media, 
gaining constant press, radio and 
television coverage. 


@ The latest manifestation of Hank's 
band, formed in autumn 1984, features 
suave balladeer Bobby Valentino 
(fiddle, mandolin), Jett Atkins (lead 
guitar, vocals), George Hamilton VI 
(bass, vocals), Big Mac (drums, 
vocals) and the singing nightingale 
from Frenchlick, Indiana, Ms Cissy 
Footwear. Each pool impressive 
individual musical experience into one 
magnificent unit that, with Hank (lead 
vocals, unforgivable guitar) at their 
head and manager Col. Frank 
Wangford (no relation) in the 
background, continues to build in 
strength and popularity. 


@ Astory in himself, Col. Frank, 
President of the ‘Sincere’ empire is the 
archetype man with the big cigar who 
Says, ‘c,mere son, I’m gonna make you 
a star.’ Despite taking Hank to the 
cleaners financially, this Svengali-like 
manipulator who shapes his boy's 
career from a luxury suite at the Bright 
Angel Hotel overlooking the Grand 
Canyon (he likes sitting beside ‘the 
biggest slice anyone ever took from 
anything’), has been as good as his 
word. 


@ The band recently completed two 
box office shattering seasons at 
Stratford East in Hank's self penned 
musical ‘Chaps’, recorded a baker's 
dozen of the show’s songs for a fine 
album called ‘Rodeo Radio’, released 
on the Beggars Banquet label and are 
soon to participate alongside top rock 
superstars in a mammoth alfresco 
concert in aid of Miners’ Solidarity. 


@ Sacked miners are also to benefit 
from an upcoming compilation album 
featuring a new Wangford song ‘End Of 
The Road’, also included when | went 
along with the band recently to 
Stockport's Yellow Two Studios to cuta 
session for Andy Kershaw’s Radio 1 
show, where producer Clive Gregson 
admitted they were one of the most 
professional outfits he'd ever worked 
with. 


@ That the band oozes 
professionalism is not open to doubt, 
nor is the quality musicianship of its 


CAPTIONS 


@ ‘Coronation Street's stargazer, 
Curly Watts (actor Kevin Kennedy) gets 
the heave-ho from the Hank Wangford 
Band 


members and the zany eccentricity of 
its leader. But, while humour is an 
integral part of the presentation, 
nobody should labour under the 
misapprehension that they are merely 
a comedy band, or allow it to 
overshadow the serious musical skill 
involved in the makeup of one of our 
truly great acts. 


@ So, | suppose, aided by Sam Hutt's 
infinitive knowledge, | have hovered on 
the lunatic fringe, sampling pain, 
disappointment and the delight of 
eventual triumph, while attempting to 
disentangle man from myth. But what 
of the magic? That answer is to be 
found in brilliantly creative original 
songs like ‘Cowboys Stay On Longer’, 
‘Whiskey On My Guitar’, ‘Never Wear 
Mascara’, ‘Silly Billy’, ‘Jogging With 
Jesus’ and many, many more, plus of 
course, the incomparable sound of the 
Hank Wangford Band. 


Next Month: The Long Ryders - 
Kings Of The New Frontier? 


@ Inthe recording studio, producer 
Clive Gregson (right foreground) 
shows Hank and Bobby the twiddly bits 


Pictures by Pete Coffey 
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OGB Records And Tapes (Mail Order) have the following 
Mel Hague recordings available:- 
New single - ‘I’m Tying The Leaves’ b/w ‘Nothing To Say’ 
(OGBS 001) - £1.50 
LP ‘The Winner’ - (LKLP 6023) - £4.00 
LP ‘Old Gravel Boots’ - (LKLP 6270) - £4.00 
Cassettes:— 
‘Old Gravel Boots’ - (LKLC 6270) - £4.00 
‘Live At The Queen Bess’ - (OGBC 001) - £4.00 
‘I've Always Been Country’ - (OGBC 002) - £3.00 
‘The Winner’ - (OGBC 003) - £4.00 
‘Country Singing Man’ - (OGBC 005) - £3.00 
‘Merry Go Round’ - (LKLC 6558) - £4.00 
‘I’ve Turned The Corner’ - (OGBC 009) - £4.00 
Please add 25p P & P per item. (Four items or more, post free) 


All the above available from OGB Records And Tapes, ‘Ohgeebee’ House’ 
37 Wroot Road, Finningley, Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN9 3DS. 
Tel: (0302) 771287 


CLUB SECS, 
DID YOU KNOW, YOU CAN 
Fill the flat spots at your club 


be it dancing or concert 
with 


JIM DUNCAN 


and his 


MAGNIFICENT 
MUSIC MACHINE 


Pure Country 
Telford (0952) 583672 


7th ANNUAL WRANGLE COUNTRY MUSIC 


FESTIVAL 


SUN, 6x JULY 1986 


2 p.m. and 6 p.m. 


(Not Repeat Peclormances) 
Free Car and 
Caravan Parking 
Refreshments 
Stalls 


fw Gerry Ford 
and Gambler 


y Crawford Bell 
and Band 


.lona and Andy 
Sarah Jory 
Kevin Duffy Band 


Keith Manifold & 
Pat & Roger Johns 


in MARQUEE 
WRANGLE 
RECREATION FIELD 


{A352 Beston/Skegness) 


Adults £3 each show 
Accompanied Children U.12 FREE 


SCOTLAND 


IRELAND 


S.A.E. A Brown, Green Gables, Mastin Bridge, Fishtoft, Boston 50384 
V Clements. Tel: Boston 870983 - and all Committee Members 


BY REQUEST 
VOL.2 


@ Tracks are:- Side One - 

I'm Beginning To Forget You; A 
Tree In The Meadow; Kelly; Before 
The Next Teardrop Falls; They 
Don’t Play Rock Of Ages On The 
Jukebox; I'll Take You Home Again 
Kathleen. 

Side Two - 

Old Scotland Again; Daddy Don’t 
You Walk So Fast; Don’t Tell Me 
Lies; The Answer To Everything; 
Roly; A Bunch Of Thyme. 


@ Copies of this album are 
available by post for £4.00 (no 
charge for post and package) from 
233 Lancaster Road, Heath Farm, 
Shrewsbury. 


@ TONY Best's new album ‘By 
Request Vol.2’ has just been 
released, but in cassette form 
only. The LP is due out this month. 


@ THE second annual ‘Hidden 
Hits Song Festival’, a song writing 
contest sponsored by Music City 
Songcrafters of Nashville, TN, is 
underway. Amateur songwriters 
from around the world will 
compete in five categories, 
Country & Western, Gospel, Pop, 
Rock and Judges’ Option. 


@ Winners will be selected from 
each category, with the grand prize 
winner receiving a contract with a 
Nashville music publishing 
company and either $1,500 in 
cash, or an all expenses paid trip 
to Nashville plus $500 spending 
money. 


THE OTHER 
MAN’S ‘GRASS’ 
IS ALWAYS BLUER 


Mick Green. 


@ IT does not seem so long ago 
that those who got their kicks on 
‘grass’ in Britain felt that their side 
of the music was going to ‘pot’. 
But, this past year, those fanatics 
have very little to be ‘blue’ about. 


@ Fora start Ricky Skaggs has 
toured twice and there seems to be 
a genuine upswing in the interest 
in bluegrass music generally, 
particularly among some younger 
people. Channel 4 TV put out a four 
week fiddle series that featured a 
fair bit, Bill Monroe has played the 
Wembley Festival again and 
several mini-tours have, or will 
be, covering most of Britain, 
featuring acts from the States, 
usually backed up by British 
bluegrass bands. 


@ But, what really prompted this 
article was that | recently caught a 
show organised by Jan Jerrold of 
‘British Bluegrass News’ at the 
‘100 Club’, Oxford Street. He was 
as surprised as anyone to see the 
place packed for the evening, 
‘twice as many people as | 
expected’. Definitely standing 
room only. 


@ Top of the bill were a group 
from the States called High 
Country and they lived up to their 
reputation as far as both the 
audience and | were concerned. 


@ The ‘100 Club’ usually features 
jazz, so one particularly nice 
aspect was the way the audience 
showed their appreciation at the 
end of each solo, by applauding 
and shouting in a ‘jazz tradition’. 


KICKER MUSIC 


@ THE Pete Ryan Band are now to 
be known as Pete Ryan and The 
Road Band. We are told the name 
change is for marketing and 
promotional reasons and the line 
up of the band remains 
unchanged. 


@ Meantime, frequent requests 
for recorded versions of their more 
humerous numbers have 
prompted Pete Ryan and The Road 
Band to record a live album 
recently, released on a cassette 
entitled ‘Pete Ryan And The Road 
Band-Live And Kicking’. The songs 
included are predominantly Pete 
Ryan’s own compositions. 


@ Pete Ryan and The Road Band 
have also been recording tracks 
for BBC Radio Humberside’s 
‘Country By Request’ programme, 
to be used at a later date. 


@ Judges this year are Kent 
Westberry, (songwriter and 
entertainer), Dee Murray (former 
bassist with Elton John), Susan 
Shockley (CMA member and 
Talent Manager at TNN), Karen 
Juglem (Doorknob Records) and 
Casey Kelly (singer/songwriter). 


@ Deadline for entries is 

22 September 1986. For more 
information, write to:- 

Hidden Hits Song Festival, 

PO Box 120145, Acklen Station, 
Nashville, TN 37212. 


@ The two sets provided by High 
Country included many bluegrass 
Classics, also some more obscure 
numbers and originals the band 
had written. Lead vocals were 
generally swopped around and the 
instruments changed over too, as 
the banjo player took up the bass, 
allowing their bass player to 
feature on the flat top guitar. 
Altogether theirs was a nicely 
balanced and well appreciated 
show. 


@ The evening had opened with 
those two stalwarts of the British 
bluegrass scene, Pete Stanley and 
Brian Golbey, supplying a short 
set. The two sets by High Country 
were split up by another excellent 
set from the Armadilloes. | was 
pleased to see that this band is 
managing to polish off some of the 
tough spots without losing their 
spontaneous fun feeling. 


@ Again four lead vocalists are 
used by this seven piece outfit and 
their strength is the variety of 
instruments they play (up to three 
fiddies, two mandolins, dobro, two 
guitars, a variety of squeeze 
boxes, harmonica, bass, banjo 
etc.), although sometimes the 
continual changing of instruments 
does break the cohesion of the set. 
Having said that, every time | see 
them their harmonies are getting 
tighter. They are excellent 
visually, as far as clothes and 
actions on stage are concerned 
and they have the added bonus of 
Rosie Palmer's energetic wing 
dancing. It’s great to see they have 
managed to keep a seven piece 
outfit together (and long may they 
continue), because they are 
featuring a unique side of country 
music not usually seen either here 
or in the States. It’s not strictly or 
totally bluegrass, but has a 
mixture with forties/fifties country 
music. | enjoyed the whole 
evening. 


“BILL STEWART 
SINGS COUNTRY GOSPEL’ 


£1.50 (inc. P & P) 

On the Canal label 

Side A: 

‘Don’t Let Me Go Down Again’ 
Side B: 

‘Twelve Steps To Freedom’ 
Available from:- 

12 Strathview Terrace, Balfron, 


By Glasgow, Scotland, G63 OPS 


OAKERTHORPE DRIVE-IN 
COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL 


Ufton Fields Farm, Oakerthorpe, Nr. Alfreton, Derbyshire 


Friday 13 June (8 pm-11 pm) Admission FREE 
Les Bennett Country Disco 


Saturday 14 June (Midday-11.45 pm) 


FRANK IFIELD 
Bev Williams & Midnight Flyers 
BC & Lainey @ Out Of Hand 
Paul Wheater @ Brook Peters 
Admission £4. in advance £3.50 
Sunday 15 June 


11 am. Gospel Service (Conducted by the Rev. Martin Charles) 
Market Stalls - Kiddies Rides 


7 


(Midday-10.30 pm) 
Stu Page & Remuda 
Tony Andrews & Raincheck 
Colin Ramsey @ John Gill Band @ You & Me 


Admission £3, in advance £2.50 
All enquiries ’phone Jim (0773) 832644 or Ella (0773) 43787 


Tickets £6 in advance, £7 on gate. Reductions for coaches. Children free 
Caravans £2 per night. Tents £1 per night. Ample Free Parking 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
- TRISH STYLE 


@ ONE of the complaints that we 
: Often hearas we visit festivals and 
’ camps around the country is that, 
all too often the dressing up and 
gunfire is at the expense of the 
music that the event is supposed to 
: be all about. 


@ Bill Delaney of | & B Records, 

: who has a vast experience of the 

: Holiday Camp Festivals and had a 

: lot of contact with fans, has also 

: been listening to these complaints 
and has decided to present a week 

at Pontin’s Brean Sands site this 

: October, aimed purely at music 

: enthusiasts, mainly featuring Irish 
* country music. 


: @ Although people who dress the 
: part will be welcome, gunfiring 

: will NOT be allowed anywhere on 
‘ the site during the week, nor will 
‘there be ‘Trilogies’, re 
: enactments of battles, square 

: dancing etc. 


@ Inhis discussion with ‘CMRU’s 
Mick Green, Delaney states he’s 
utting his money where his 
mouth is, setting aside 
somewhere in the region of 
£15,000 to hire the entertainment. 
: Among acts booked are Frankie 

: Kilbride & The Virginians, 

: Philomena Begley, Ray Lynam & 

: The Hillbillies, Daniel O'Donnell, T 
: R Dallas & The Dallas Band, Joe E 
: Hamilton, Gerry Ford, Chuck, June 
: & The Gamblers, John Glenn & his 
: Band and others who have yet to 
inalise their contracts). 


@ Some non Irish acts have 
already been booked, Colorado 
and Tony Best, with DJ lan 
Ashcroft supplying the country 
disco. Johnny Spencer will 
compere the whole event. 

As it features a lot of Irish ballroom 
bands, a space will be left for 
dancing. 


@ We are told the ‘Irish Weeks’ 
have, in the past, been among the 
most successful presented at 
Pontins, so if you like your country 
music to dance to and not 
accompanied by gunfire and if you 
like your entertainment to go on 
very late (even to breakfast the 
next day), this could be one for 

: you. 
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ROSS RECORDS, 29 MAIN STREET 
TURRIFF, ABERDEENSHIRE 


SEND £1 IN STAMPS 
FOR OUR NEW 
MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE 
US IMPORTS, DELETIONS, BRITISH, IRISH 
LPS AND CASSETTES 


FOR 
EVERYONE 


Are you selling Britain's 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


offering the greatest coverage 
of country music — is available 
for club sales. 


CLUB SECRETARIES 


Why don't you find 
out details and let your members 
have the latest news fast every 
month? 


For details of 
special club rates 


0522 693968 


ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 


DOESN'T COST, IT PAYS. 


CMRU BULLETIN BOARD 
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PATSY IN‘CLINE’D 
TO HAVE ‘SWEET 
DREAMS’ 


Mick Green. 


@ IF the video from Screen Entertainment on Thorn- 
EMI, which should be available at your local video shop 
from July, proves anything, it is that the actual lives of 
country music's female stars leaves very little for the 
scriptwriter to add. For, following on the stories of 
Loretta Lynn and Tammy Wynette, the life of Patsy 
Cline portrayed in ‘Sweet Dreams’ could just as easily 
have been entitled ‘Sour Nightmares’. 


@ Letme make one thing clear from the start. Although 
it deals with the life (and death) of one of the fifties’ 
greatest and most successful country music stars, it is 
not a musical as such. It is a ‘warts and all’, love/hate 
story of the lady concerned, from when she first started 
to make an impression on the public and the recording 
industry, up to her tragic death in a small aeroplane 


@ Her first husband she divorced because he 
committed the worst crime of all, simply being boring and 
ordinary. Her second husband was the complete 
reverse, living up to his name, Charlie Dick. He also 
drank too much and beat her on occasions. 


@ Both the lead parts, Ed Harris as Linotype operator 
Charlie and Jessica Lange as Patsy, are excellently 
portrayed and, regardless of the obvious flaws in both 
characters, you can understand the attraction they had 
for each other. | even found myself liking them, despite 
their faults. 


@ Having struggled for years to get some success, just 
after it happened Patsy was involved in a car accident 
that scarred her for life. Then, having fought her way 
back and when she was probably at the peak of her 
career, she took off on the flight that was to end her life. 


@ | didn't know Patsy, but Jessica Lange's portrayal 
seems to have got right into the skin of the part and, 
although much of the language and some of the actions 
are not too refined, they always seem believable, which 
perhaps is why Jessica was nominated for an ‘Oscar’ for 
the part. 


@ The outside locations and the club and concert 
settings also ring true for the time they are supposed to 
be portraying and it was filmed around Tennessee and 
West Virginia. One thing they have kept really authentic 
is the songs. Patsy’s original voice is used for all her 
songs and the lip-sinc of Jessica Lange is excellent 
throughout. Some of the backings have been altered to 
make them more up to date to current recording 
techniques, but | feel this has been tastefully done 
without losing any of the magic of the originals. 


@ But, here again, | must stress that, although most of 
the songs she was famous for are included (San 
Antonio Rose; Blue Moon Of Kentucky; Lovesick Blues; 
Seven Lonely Days; Foolin’ Around; Your Cheatin’ 
Heart; Walking After Midnight; | Fall To Pieces and 
Crazy), only ‘Sweet Dreams’ is actually presented in 
concert fashion. Most of the others have either action or 
talk-over going on at the same time. Even so, | feel that 
the video is compulsive viewing and a must for country 
music fans. 


@ Jessica Lange stars as Patsy Cline in ‘Sweet Dreams’, 
being released on video in July by Screen Entertainment. 
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RCA-RETROSPECTIVE 
COUNTRY ACTION 


@ WHILST the ‘Discover New Country’ campaign soldiers on, RCA, it 
seems, has launched what could be termed as a ‘Rediscover Old 
Country’ programme, with their batch of new releases. Though it’s 
pleasant to be able to get hold of new product in the UK rather than pay 
import prices, | believe it's essential that we should be reminded of our 
past masters and, thanks to RCA, we can be reminded at a very 
reasonable price. So, let’s take a look at what's on offer. 


NEW BASS GUITAR 
FROM JHS 


@ JOHN Hornby Skewes & Co. 
Ltd. have added a matching bass 
guitar, (model BEGSOMRB at £89 
retail) to the popular ENCORE 
EG50 six string instrument. 


@ In ‘International Musician's 
1986 issue, the EG50 was 
described by the reviewer Dave 
Burrluck as ‘the best guitar ever 
reviewed.’ The bass model also 
falls into the same category. 


@ Tom T Hall ‘In Concert’ (NL 84749) is a live show, recorded at the 
Grand Ole Opry and originally released in 1983. This is a really 
magnificent album, with ol’ Tom T spinning his folksy tales and cornball 
humour in between the twelve first class tunes such as ‘Country Is’, 
‘Ballad Of Forty Dollars’, ‘| Like Beer’, ‘Sneaky Snake’ and a competent 
version of ‘Foggy Mountain Breakdown’, on which Tom shows he’s a 


mean banjo picker. @ The stylish design incorporates 


a double cutaway body with 
balanced headstock, featuring 
individual covered machine heads 
and a fully adjustable combined 
bridge and tailpiece section. 


@ The new bass model has a 
Metallic Red finish and features a 
split single coil pick up with 
separate tone and volume 
controls. 


@ Next to Chet Atkins, probably the man most responsible for the 
‘Nashville Sound’ is Floyd Cramer, the Louisiana pianist, who played on 
most of the hits of the late fifties and sixties. Floyd naturally branched out 
from sessions to a recording artiste in his own right and his first single, 
‘Last Date’ became a million seller of 1961. Cramer's career has 
mirrored that of his close friend Chet Atkins, in that he has deviated from 
country to all types of music and proved himself a master of his craft. 

‘20 Of The Best’ (NL 89850) admirably displays the versatility that is 
Cramer's on such tracks as ‘Java’, ‘Flip, Flop And Bop’, ‘Corn Crib 
Symphony’, ‘Maple Leaf Rag’, ‘What'd | Say’, ‘Boogie Woogie’ and 
‘Lovesick Blues’. The period covered is the twenty years from 1958. 


@ McKenzie Acoustic’s Managing 
Director, Glyn Baxter tells us, ‘Our 
people here are totally committed 
to the pursuit of excellence, but 
are independent of mind enough to 
demand change should any parts 
or components fail to live up to our 
own expectations.” 


McKENZIE 
ACOUSTICS 


@ McKENZIE Acoustics, the 
Yorkshire based loudspeaker 
company, tells us they have spent 
the last ten years building a 
reputation for a reliable quality 
product and right now it is their 
avowed intention to spread the 
word about products to musicians 
looking for chassis loudspeakers 
for use in performance, both as 
backline and in PA sound 
reinforcement applications. 


@ Charley Pride quit RCA because he said they were only promoting 
the newer artistes and not the established stars. However, the label is 
proud to remind us of Charley's great achievements on ‘20 Of The Best’ 
(NL 89848), subtitled ‘20 No.1 Hits’. The collection does not start with 
Pride's first chart topper ‘Does My Ring Hurt Your Finger’ from 1967, but 
opts for ‘All | Have To Offer You Is Me’ (1969) as a starting point. The 
score of songs chosen are the finest Charley has recorded and should 
provide hours of pleasurable listening. The hits include ‘I’m Just Me’, 
‘Amazing Love’, ‘You're My Jamaica’, ‘You Win Again’, ‘Why Baby 
Why’ and ‘Night Games’. Incidentally, Charley Pride has scored thirty- 
five number one hits and is not finished yet. 


@ Baxter went on to say, ‘We've 
always had a good name for our 
loudspeakers, which | know we've 
earned, but | do feel it’s time we 
came out of the closet. We intend 
to bring McKenzie loudspeakers 
out from under the counter and put 
them in front of the customer. We 
simply want to let musicians know 
that our products are available 
now in chassis form from their 
local music stores.’ 


@ Also live is Lester Flatt’s ‘Bluegrass Festival’ (NL 84071). Recorded 
in 1974 at Vanderbilt University, the album portrays the talents of Flatt’s 
band, the Nashville Grass and has the added bonus of guest artistes Bill 
Monroe & The Bluegrass Boys. For bluegrass fans | need say no more. 
For those not acquainted with the late Lester Flatt’s work, you’re in for a 
feast of picking and harmony singing. Tracks include ‘Lost All My 
Money’, ‘Wabash Cannonball’, ‘Dig A Hole In The Meadow’ and 
‘Cumberland Gap’. Making this album a little bit special are ‘Will You Be 
Loving Another Man’ and ‘My Little Cabin Home On The Hill’, duets by 
Flatt and Monroe. 


@ Musicians may also be 
interested to know that McKenzie 
employ new production methods 
in their modern factory, as well as 
writing their own software 
programmes, in order to 
accurately gauge in-house quality 
confrol. This enables them to 
compete with companies such as 
Celestion and JBL in terms of 
quality and price. 


@ In any mid-priced compilation series from RCA Jim Reeves must 
figure and this series is no exception. Between 1953 and 1970, Jim 
enjoyed no less than forty-three best selling singles and, as recently as 
1980, though having passed away sixteen years earlier, Reeves’ singles 
were still hitting the charts. ‘20 Of The Best’ (NL 89852) contains thirteen 
chart hits culled from the period 1966 to 1981, such as ‘The Storm’, 
‘Nobodys Foo!’, ‘When Two Worlds Collide’, as well as some electronic 
wonders with Deborah Allen, ‘Don’t Let Me Cross Over’, ‘Oh How | Miss 
You Tonight’ and ‘Take Me In Your Arms And Hold Me’, plus, with Patsy 
Cline, ‘Have You Ever Been Lonely’. : 


@ For your local stockist contact 
Glyn Baxter on (0709) 898606. 


——— PICTURE CAPTION ——— 


@ McKenzie MD, Glyn Baxter, 
bringing his loudspeakers out from 
under the counter 


@ So, there you have it, a potted history of RCA’s country music in just 
nine albums, You can buy the whole lot for about thirty quid. 
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Pete Smith. 
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@ It’s been about five years since Dottie West hit the top ten and, 


needless to say, we've heard very little about her during that half Lee pitaes Classified an 
decade. However, ‘20 Of The Best’ (NL 89851) reminds us what an d . 
influential singer Dottie was during the sixties and seventies. In a brief A vertisements 


seven year period Dottie enjoyed seventeen best sellers and all but 
three are contained within this collection. A sample is ‘Love Is No 
Excuse’ (with Jim Reeves), ‘There’s A Story’, ‘Rings Of Gold’ and 
‘Sweet Memories’ (all with Don Gibson), ‘Slowly’ (with Jimmy Dean), 
‘Country Girl’, Reno’ and ‘Country Sunshine’. | also hear there’s a good 
chance she's going to re-appear at the Peterborough Festival. 


Country Music Cassette by Jim Jack 
‘Just Out Of Reach’, available now by 
post. ‘Phone (03818) 226 


@ RCA’s bundle of nostalgia is not limited to ‘20 Of The Best’, as the 
label have also re-issued a number of complete albums from the past. 
Waylon Jennings’ ‘Leavin’ Town’ (NL 89469) dates back to 1966 and 
comes wrapped in the original cover. The dozen songs portray the folksy 
side of Waylon, a period fondly remembered by many of the man’s fans. 
Tracks include ‘Anita You're Dreaming’, ‘Time Will Tell The Story’, ‘For 
Lovin’ Me’, ‘Falling For You’ and ‘Doesn't Anybody Know My Name’. 

Dolly Parton's 1968 album ‘Just Because I'm A Woman’ (NL 89853), 
complete with original sleeve also gains a resurrection, much to the 
annoyance of dealers, who have been selling the original at vastly 
inflated prices. Apart from sampling Dolly's early singing talents, one 
can witness the fledgling songwriter on numbers like ‘The Bridge’, ‘Just 
Because I’m A Woman’ and ‘You're Gonna Be Sorry’. Other tracks are:- 
‘| Wish | Felt This Way At Home’, ‘False Eyelashes’, ‘I'll Oilwells Love 
You’, ‘The Only Way Out’, ‘Little Bit Slow To Catch On’, ‘Love And 
Learn’, ‘I’m Running Out Of Love’, ‘Baby Sister and ‘Try Being Lonely’. 


GERRY FORD FAN CLUB 

SAE to:- 

Margaret Trotter (Secretary) 

3, Priory Bank Villas, Coldstream, 
Berwickshire, TD12 402. 

Tel: (0890) 2871 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JUNE 1986 


IT’S GREEN 
IN KRUGER LAND! 


@ THE Kruger ‘Rand’ is a coin that has made its mark on the gold market. Similarly, the artistes represented by 
Kruger Land in Britain, have made their mark as far as ‘gold’ record sales are concerned. If you think | am 
exaggerating, just take a look at some of the country artistes the Jeffery and Howard Kruger Company are 


promoting this year. 


@ Glen Campbell has just finished a highly successful tour and Billie Jo Spears and Bobby Bare are currently 
halfway through one. Then, hot on their tail, (this month) come Don Williams and Barbara Fairchild. Two months 


later at Peterborough, they bring in super star Tammy Wynette, George Strait, Ed Bruce etc., and even now! am 


hearing more mouth watering rumours of another ‘biggie’ in the autumn. 


@ Most, if not all, of these artistes have had ‘gold’ record sales for at least one album and the fact that we are 
getting more tours than in the past, despite the reluctance of many American acts to fly into Europe because of 
fear of bombs or terrorism, is something | feel that British country fans must be grateful for. By this month’s copy 
date I’d caught a couple of the shows and was very impressed. 


THE CAMPBELLS ARE 
COMING! 


@ The plural Campbells in the heading is justified 
because, on the tour this year, Glen introduced one of 
his brothers, (if he had brought all his family, or should 
that be clan, he could probably have filled the Fairfield 
Hall without us)! and ‘Brother’, he proved to have a nice 
Tommy Duncan type voice which impressed me on 
‘Right Or Wrong’ and ‘Something Special To Me’. But, 
the Glen Campbell Show is very much just 
that... Glen’s excellent guitar work and all those hits 
he has been associated with over the years, laced 
together with a little homespun humour (although that 
does not always seem to fit in with his smart, city suit 
turn out). 


@ Seventh sons of seventh sons (although there is a 
sister inbetween somewhere) are supposed to have a 
bit of magic about them and there is no doubt that Glen 
has been weaving a spell over British audiences ever 
since he first charted in the late sixties with ‘Wichita 
Lineman’. He still delivers all those hits in a totally 
professional way, from the moment he opens with 
‘Rhinestone Cowboy’ until he presents his latest 
recordings, but, perhaps surprisingly, the instrumental 
‘William Tell Overture’ is now one of the strongest 
contributions to his performance and, as always, the 
still amazing Glen closes on bagpipes with ‘Amazin’ 
Grace’. 


@ It would be unfair to forget to mention Diane 
Solomon's part in the show. The lady looks good, sounds 
good, has a stage presence and plays guitar and piano. 
The songs she picked to present made up a well 
balanced programme. The only problem is that she still 
has not yet managed to find a song of her own. | guess 
that’s the vital difference between the star and a good 
support act. 


FOR PETE(ERBOROUGH)'S SAKE 
LET’S MAKE SENSE OF IT! 


@ While we are highlighting the Kruger Organisation's 
success, it’s worth mentioning that the other (weekly) 
paper | contribute to ‘Stage And Television Today’, 
recently ran a lead, page one story on the fact that we are 
now threatened with three country music festivals at 
Peterborough over the August Bank Holiday. | can’t help 
stating that it seems to me this is making a laughing stock 
and testing the very credibility of country music in Britain. 


@ All the publications | have ever written for always point 
out that the views of the writers are not necessarily those 
of the Editor. It naturally follows that the views of the 
Editor are not necessarily those of the writers and | do not 
wish to take sides in the current dispute. The only side | 
am on is country music in Britain and, with that in mind, 
I'd like to look at the facts. 


® So far, it is mid May, only one festival (the Kruger/ 
Peterborough Council one) has announced any names 
of acts to appear, the dates and ticket prices. These 
announcements include some of the very top names 
available in country music in the world. The Kruger/ 
Peterborough Council agreement has been signed for 
three years and there’s definitely tie-ups with television 
here and in the States. 


BJ AND BARE, NATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL STARS 


@ Over the years, Billie Jo Spears has made a big 
production of ‘I Will Survive’ and there can be no doubt 
that both she and Bobby Bare have done that with the 
British audiences. Although they have toured together 
before, this is the first time they have actually duetted. 
They both walked on stage to open the concert with 
‘Walk Right Back’, but as soon as the number was 
finished, Billie Jo left the first half to the Bare 


@ Bobby chose a more country programme rather than 
the rockier one he has presented on the last two 
appearances on these shores, probably because his 
latest album is the ‘20 Best Of’ and features many of his” 
old hits, all re-recorded. With songs like ‘500 Miles’, 
‘Streets Of Baltimore’, ‘Redneck Mother’, Tequila 
Sheila’, ‘Numbers’ and so many more, | should not think 
many Bare fans went away disappointed. | liked his solo 
spot, particularly the ‘Mermaid Song’ and the pace 
picked up nicely as the band gradually joined him for 
‘The Winner’. Bare is a winner as far as I’m concerned 
and he closed the first half with ‘Detroit City’, having to 
encore. 


@ Apart from Bobby’s pianist, Billie Jo used the same 
band. On her last tour, she tried to put many of her hits 
into a medley so she could sing new songs, but this time 
it was mainly a case of ‘Sing Me An Old Fashioned 
Song’ as she presented all her hits. twas also a case of 
‘What I’ve Got In Mind’ is a ‘Misty Blue’ ‘57 Chevrolet’ 
and, although she said ‘Your Good Girl’s Gonna Go 
Bad’ she obviously pleased this audience as she laid 
her ‘Blanket On The Ground’ once again and had to 
encore. 


@ The show closed with a couple of duets, as Bare 
returned to join Billie Jo and, as far as most of us were 
concerned ‘Bye Bye Love’ came all too soon. 


@ Now, | like to think Wendy Lane is a friend of mine, 
but talk of her 5,000 seater alternative festival leaves 
me with three great doubts. Where will she get acts big 
enough to fill this type of venue? Even if you get the acts, 
where will you find the fans? For, remember that there is 
already an excellent ‘All British Festival’ held on the 
South Coast this same weekend and it has been 
successful for a number of years. 


@ The same reasoning must apply to Jed Ford’s 
proposed event. Jed and | have not always agreed over 
the years, but | have always praised his efforts and | 
stood (in the field) outside the marquee a couple of 
years ago, arguing with people who | thought were 
treating him unfairly. 


@ But, and this is my last worry, who will pick up the 
wage bills and pay the acts etc., if any of the festivals, 
because of the clash, are a failure? I’m sure the Krugers 
are a big enough organisation to stand their costs, 
particularly with TV spin-off benefits in the States, but 
are Wendy Lane and Jed Ford? | can’t help thinking that 
all involved in country music in Britain, both the industry 
and the fans, stand to lose because of this dispute. So, 
as the heading says, ‘For Pete(erborough)’s sake, let’s 
get some commonsense into the situation! 


OOOOOOO0O 


CRAZY HORSE 
CRAZY HORSE 
Edsel ED 175 
GONE DEAD TRAIN; DANCE, DANCE, DANCE; 
LOOK AT ALL THE THINGS; BEGGARS DAY; | 

DON'T WANT TO TALK ABOUT IT; 
DOWNTOWN; CAROLAY; DIRTY, DIRTY; 
NOBODY; I'LL GET BY; CROW JANE LADY. 


Once Neil Young’s regular backing 
band, Crazy Horse have been 
largely overlooked by country rock 
chroniclers, despite this, their first 
and best album, being a fine 
example of the style. 


The line-up of Jack Nitzsche, Ralph 
Molina, Billy Talbot and the late 
lamented Danny Whitten, is 
augmented by Nils Lofgren (now 
sideman to ‘Broocie The Boss’), 
who takes lead vocal on ‘Beggars 
Day’. ¥ 

Nitzsche sings lead on ‘Crow Jane 
Lady’, Molina on Neil Young's 
‘Dance, Dance, Dance’ (featuring 
fine cajun fiddle by Burrito Gib 
Gilbeau) and the rest are fronted by 
Whitten. Danny sounded very 
similar to Young and his original of 
his own, often recorded gem ‘! Don't 
Want To Talk About It’, enhanced 
by the slide guitar mastery of Ry 
Cooder, is by far the best version 
I've heard. 


Great songs and great 
performances on a great, but sadly 
neglected album from 1971 that, 
with this timely re-issue (Neil Young 
& Crazy Horse are appearing here 
soon), might now gain the acclaim it 
deserves. 


OOOOoOoO0 


JOHN STEWART 
SUNSTORM 
Sunstorm SSAD-03 

KANSAS RAIN; CHEYENNE; BRING IT ON 
HOME; SUNSTORM; ARKANSAS BREAKOUT; 
AN ACCOUNT OF HALEY’S COMET; JOE; 
LIGHT COME SHINE; LONESOME JOHN; 
DRIVE AGAIN. 


Stewart is undoubtedly a master 
songwriter, but, at times, his 
preoccupation with lyrics leads toa 
neglection of presentation that can, 
in its understatement, verge on 
dullness. However, that is not the 
case with this excellent set (leased 
from WEA by Sunstorm Records’ 
chief Peter O’Brien and distributed 
by Probe through The Cartel), 
which proves he is capable of doing 
full justice, both to words and 
performance. 


John’s vocal perfection is matched 
by superb musicianship from 
sidemen the calibre of James 
Burton, Glen D Hardin, Buddy 
Emmons, Jerry Scheff, Ron Tutt, 
Bill Cunningham etc., and, with the 
self penned songs rating amongst 
the man’s best in my consideration, 
I can find nothing but praise for this 
release. 


Those who have been unsure about 
Stewart in the past need have no 
such hesitation here, ‘Sunstorm’ is 
a winner. 


THE BLUBBERY 
HELLBELLIES 
CAFE BLUR 

Flicknife BLUNT 034 
LOVE AT FIRST HINDSIGHT; LEAPS AND 
BOUNDS; ALL IN WRESTLING; CHAMPION 
THE WONDER HORSE; VICKI; DRUNK ON MY 
LAST RUN. 


Just when you thought it was safe 
to go back in the kitchen, the 
corpulent ones return to the table 
with a doggy bag full of tasty 
goodies. Food, though, is 
surprisingly not the prime 
motivation here. 

‘Champion The Wonder Horse’ is a 
galloping side-swipe at the 
thoroughbred Frankie Laine stable 
of ‘B’ Movie theme songsters, while 
‘Drunk On My Last Run’ kills off a 
couple in the best country death 
song tradition. 


ALTERNATIVE 


However, although ‘Love At First 
Hindsight’ is a lament of lost 
romance, Arthur does manage to 
observe ‘my stomach’s full’ 
(hearing is believing) and, while it 
seems that ‘Vicki’ inspired him to 
adopt a healthier diet, since she 
transferred from the local fruit and 
veg shop, he admits ‘life’s as flat as 
a poppadom’ and has slipped back 
into his old, greasy fast-food ways. 


The album title, cover pic and 
sleeve notes by the Typhoo Tot are 
an intentional lampoon of stylish 
cappuccino kid Weller’s council, but 
the music itself is unique Hellbelly 
fodder. Fine musicianship from 
Johnny T (fiddle), Little Paul (mouth 
harp), Ady Bell (guitar) and Big Billy 
(bass), plus Arthur’s inventive lyrics 
and vocals make ‘Cafe Blur’ an 
essential companion volume to the 
band’s previous release. 


OOOOO0O 


EVAN JOHNS 
AND THE H-BOMBS 

ROLLIN’ THROUGH THE NIGHT 

Alternative Tentacles VIRUS 47 
VACATION TIME; MADHOUSE; ROLLIN’ 
THROUGH THE NIGHT; SUGAR COOKIE; 
YOU'RE A CUTIE; EVACUATION; WHERE'D 
YOU GET THAT BRUISE; OH NO NO; TAKING 
CARE OF MY HOME; SAVING GRACE; IF 1 HAD 
MY WAY; DO THE DOOTZ. 


The ex-Leroi Brothers’ lead guitarist 
reformed his H-Bombs for this 
scorching continuation of the heady 
country, rhythm and blues, 
rockabilly blend, first nurtured by 
Chuck Berry and furthered by 
George Thorogood. There are also 
traces of Sir Doug and Joe ‘King’ 
Carrasco’s Texas influence on 
“You're A Cutie’ and ‘Do The Dootz’ 
respectively, while ‘Let There Be 
Drums’ meets ‘Wipe Out’ on the 
instrumental ‘Evacuation’. 


Although such comparisons are 
invited, however, all the songs are 
originals and Johns’ frantic vocals 
and guitar work bear the indelible 
stamp of magnetic individuality that 
marked his earlier contributions 
within other bands. The title track is 
a motoring road song and, while the 
heavy driving pace may violate 
some down-home country speed 
restrictions, it, and the rest of this 
punchy album get my certificate of 
roadworthiness. 


DAN HICKS 
IT HAPPENED ONE BITE 
Edsel ED 177 

CRUIZIN'; CRAZY ‘CAUSE HE IS; GARDEN IN 
THE RAIN; BOOGALOO JONES; CLOUD MY 
SUNNY MOOD; DIZZY DOGS; VINNIE’S 
LOOKIN’ GOOD; LOVERS FOR LIFE; 
COLLARED BLUES; WAITIN’; REVEILLE 
REVISITED; MAMA, I’M AN OUTLAW; 
BOOGALOO PLAYS GUITAR. 


Crazy Dan from Santa Rosa, New 
Mexico, is a totally uncompromising 
free-former, whose not altogether 
serious, (but always skilful music), 
encompasses blues, supper club 
jazz, crooning, (as far as his voice 
allows), scat singing, western 
swing, jumpy Latin rhythms and 
sheer lunacy! Most relevant 
country-wise are the western swing 
flavoured ‘Waitin’ and ‘Crazy 
"Cause He Is’, aided by Maryann 
Price’s superb vocals, along with 
‘Mama’ I’m An Outlaw’, which, 
premeditated or not, sounds like a 
gentle poke at progressive country. 


A rather screwball album, with a 
jazz leaning that may not suit many 
country fans, but the well 
performed, good-time music is 
great fun. 
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JON WAYNE 
TEXAS FUNERAL 
Hybrid TEX 1 

BUT I'VE GOT TEXAS; TEXAS FUNERAL; MR 
EGYPTIAN; TEXAS CYCLONE; TEXAS WINE; 
YOU AND THE KITTEN; IS THAT JUSTICE; 
TRUCKIN’; TEXAS JAIL CELL; APPLE 
SCHNAPPS; SHADES; TEXAS POLKA; TEXAS 
STUDIO. 


Jon Wayne's alternative humour is 
about as far removed from the 
hayseed comedy of Homer, Jethro 
and their ilk as Dolly’s chest 
measurement is from Twiggy'’s. It is 
raucous, tuneless, and not always 
funny. Sometimes the words are 
indiscernible but, as on the title track 
and ‘You And The Kitten’, it does 
have amusing moments in an off- 
beat sense. 


However, the closing track, (which, 
at over five minutes in length, 
wastes over a sixth of the running 
time), is nothing more than inane 
patter that, although I’m no prude, 
uses a totally unnecessary excess 
of bad language. Weird! 


ike & Margaret Store 


ENTERTAINMENT AGENCY 


are proud to represent 


WEST VIRGINIA 


for personal management and sole agency 


For bookings and more details on the West Virginia 
Tenth Anniversary Weekend Festival, 
telephone (0484) 657054, 
or complete the cut out coupon below 


To: Yvonne Wyncoll, West Virginia Fan Club 
62 Bankside, Banbury, Oxon. 


Publishers warning: ‘Country Music Round Up’ can seriously involve you with all that goes on in country music. 
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@ THE Magnificent Royal Hotel, Whitby, the crown 
jewel of the North Yorkshire coast, was the venue for an 
exceptional night of country (a mini festival) in aid of the 
Whitby Lions. Local acts predominated with Del Martin 
opening the show, followed by another fast developing 
artiste, Kev Rae-mond. Kelly's Country concluded part 
one. Paul Wheater opened the second half 
proceedings in his customary fashion (a budding TV 
star in the making. Did you see him on ‘Emmerdale 
Farm’ recently?), before Durham based, five piece 
outfit Key West brought the evening to a close with a 
highly polished performance. Their choice of material 
highlighted a musical prowess on guitars, fiddle, banjo 
and top class four part vocal harmonies. An action- 
packed night enjoyed by everyone present (thanks for 
the invite Pat and Graham). 


@ T P Stubbs and his Bar Room Band were very 
impressive at Dormnans Athletic Club recently. The 
band has been further enhanced by the addition of ex 
Out Of Hand bass/vocalist Norman Hall. His voice on 
Cash and Jennings’ numbers sounds more like Waylon 
than Waylon! 

@ | caught up with the group again later on the tour at 
the South Bank FC venue. It was full, with a good cross 
section of age groups out to enjoy their Saturday night's 
entertainment. Another admirable performance, in 
which Slim featured more on lead vocals, an added 
bonus on the night. 


@ Marske CC's second monthly show was another 
very successful event for organiser John Rawley. ‘Ol 
Gravel Boots’ (Mel Hague to you) provided a night of 
highly humorous music. His varied, well balanced 


selection of material contained several Hague 
originals, plus the comedy numbers that had the room 
in uproar. The undoubted highlight of the show was 
Mel’s superb new single ‘I’m Tying The Leaves’, which 
brought as ecstatic round of applause from everyone, 
plus one or two record sales, yours truly included. This 
tear jerker from Melis currently enjoying alot of airtime 
on Stan Laundon’s ‘Country Time’ show. 


@ Redcar’s Lobster Hotel's final country night was 
especially sad for us two as the only original members 
attending. But, the excellent Bob Allinson helped ease 
our sorrow with a brilliant display, culminating in a 
splendid last set of sentimental songs to close the 
Lobster’s seven year association with country music. 
(Good luck Ness on your new venture in Cumbria). 


@ |.C.|. Wilton Rec. Club is now featuring country on a 
monthly basis. A first class show from Scotland’s Ruby 
Rendall & Cimarron, very ably supported by local duo 
Ken & Billie Ford and the Gibsons, was well supported 
(around 250). Good order and such good acts, plus alate 
bar extension should be a sure-fire recipe for success 
(June sees Bob Allison, Sonia Ann's State Express and 
Pinkerton’s Colours headlining another V.F.M. show). 


@ Vegas made a welcome return to the Cycling Club, 
Middlesbro (their fifth tour of the area in eight months), 
showing the amount of work still available to touring 
bands in the North East. Three lead vocalists, tight 
harmonies and Dave and Stewart's inevitable humour, 
make for top class entertainment. Julie’s skill on fiddle 
allowed them a nice fusion of bluegrass/cajun numbers, 
enhancing their already immense repertoire. The 


various instruments used throughout the evening make 
them one of the most varied four piece outfits around. 
Smokey Mountain impressed me as a five piece some 
months back, but their recent visit to the Cycling Club as 
a trio did not have the same impact on me. 


@ Jim Burns sent me some long awaited, very welcome 
info from the country music hotspot of Hartlepool. The 
lona Club’s Sunday show (also Fridays), saw the Duke 
Boys give a great performance in front of a full house. 
Another fair sized crowd enjoyed Carlisle based Country 
Comfort, together with special guest Helen Young, who 
is another in a long line of British artistes getting air time 
on Stan Laundon’s programme. 


@ Two other great shows Jim saw were at Rover's 
Quoit Club (Mondays) from those Bradford renegades, 
the ever popular Dillinger and super showman/singer 
Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried. 


@ Other external news came from Mary Flintoft from 
Pickering, reporting on an exceptional night's 
entertainment via West Virginia, making an impressive 
finale to Ryedale CMC’s winter session. (There’s a 
summer recess until September). 


@ Guisboro Quoits Club continue to come up with the 
goods. Top local harmony group the Gibsons (last 
minute replacements for flu victims Collier Dixon Line) 
and Pete Pope entertained a packed concert room. A 
week later, another outstanding display of close vocal 
harmony from Doncaster’s very versatile Boothill Boys 
ona show opened by the Les Close Duo, singing their 
popular tunes. 
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But, Quoits show of the month came from Scotland's 
Ruby Rendall & Cimarron. Personality plus, splendid 
multi-instrumentalist, excellent singer/songwriter, the 
art of putting a show over, this dynamic lady has itall. 


@ Dealers Wheel was anew one onme, until |saw them 
make their debut at Redcar’s Saddletramps CMC. Then 
the light dawned. Rocky Mountain, Rodeo, Dealers 
Wheel, they are all the same. Now down to a four piece 
they sound better for it. 


@ Deuce Duo were popular visitors later in the month, 
but gained a smaller audience, possibly prompting that 
dreaded announcement that the club's future is in 
jeopardy should attendance levels not pick up. Club 
policy now dictates that bar takings will no longer 
subsidise the artistes’ fees. An average crowd of one 
hundred, at 70p per head, falls far short of bringing in the 
readies to pay the majority of acts appearing at this 
venue. 


@ Another case of new name, old faces at Redcar's 
Navy Club, with Brady, a duo comprising Mick Brady 
(vocals/guitars) and Jeannie Birkbeck (bass and charm). 
Genial Irish compere Jimmy Callaghan is doing a good 
job on limited resources. 


DEATH ROW 


@ Acouple of closures this month, apparently due to 
lack of support, New Marske Club and Redcar’s 
Cleveland Bay. 


@ That winds up this month's column. Hopefully, more 
info from around the region will reach me next month. 
Keith Render, 21 Scanbeck Drive, Marske-by-Sea, 
Redcar, Cleveland. Telephone: (0642) 476509. 


MAAS 


@ WHEN West Virginia last appeared at the Big ‘C* 
CMC, Leeholme, they not only provided a very 
entertaining set in their own right, but also backing for 
former sixties ‘pop’ star Clinton Ford. The capacity 
audience seemed to really enjoy Mr Ford's renditions of 
standard country songs like ‘Jambalaya’ and ‘Old 
Shep’, although he was not to my taste. 


@ The Big ‘C’ CMC and the Outlaw CMC, Lanchester, 
together provided an excellent weekend of bluegrass 
music recently, via visits from Coventry's Down County 
Boys. Barbara White of the Big ‘C’ infos they are a very 
smart and entertaining band. So, if you like your country 
music in the bluegrass vein, watch out for their next 
visit. The Outlaw CMC also recently celebrated their 
fourth anniversary, enjoying another popular band from 
Liverpool, Kenny Johnson and his band. 
Congratulations to Tommy and Betty Emery and their 
supporters on a successful club. 


@ | was very impressed with the band | saw recently at 
the Country Jamboree, the Carlton Restaurant, 
Consett, namely Nashville Fever. They justified 
everything written about them in last month's ‘CMRU’ 
and | look forward to seeing them again on their 
forthcoming visit to the North East. 


@ A firstvisit to the Gunfighters CMC, Hebburn, proved 
successful for excellent Scottish band, Ruby Rendall & 
Cimarron. They won over a host of new fans with a 
dynamic performance, almost certainly ensuring that 
people will be queuing up to see them at the Country 
Jamboree in July. Ruby's popularity in this area was 
highlighted by a visit to the Gunfighters by members 
from the Big ‘D’ CMC in Darlington. 


@ Some venue changes now. South Tyneside CMC 
(affectionately known for many years as the ‘Grey Hen’) 
has moved to the Horsley Hill Hotel, South Shields, on 
Tuesday evenings and the True Grit CMC now meet 
every Thursday at the Banqueting Rooms, Park View, 
Whitley Bay. We wish both clubs success in their new 
homes. 


@ From long established clubs to venues which have 
just started out. The Fleece public house at Alnwick now 
provides live country music on the last Wednesday of 
each month, under the banner of The Chuck Wagon. The 
committee are very enthusiastic, so we wish them 
success. Two Social Clubs in the area now provide 
country music on a regular basis, the Northern Club, 
Ashington and Blakelaw Social Club, Newcastle, both on 
Friday nights. 


@ Fornews of all country music venues in the area, 
don’t forget to tune in to your regular weekly radio 
programmes, ‘Country Jamboree’ on Friday nights 

(8 pm-10 pm), Metro Radio with Brian Clough and 
‘Country Time’ on Sunday afternoons (3 pm-5 pm), 
Radio Cleveland with Stan Laundon. Club organisers 
note, you can write in to both shows with news of your 
club’s activities - the service is free! 


@ Twolocal area bands who have been gaining alot of 
new fans recently with their own individual style of 
country music are The Diesel Cowboys from the 
Wooler/Coldstream area (a band who work very hard to 
entertain the audience and feature some Ricky Skaggs’ 
songs) and Apache, from the Aycliffe/Darlington area, 
who entertain audiences with country music, 
interspersed with their own brand of comedy. 


@ It’s nice to see Andy Brown, ex-front man with ever 
popular local band High Plains Drifter, back on the North 
East country music scene again, this time as a solo 
performer. | am sure he will be received favourably by 
his many fans throughout the region. 


@ it'salso nice to see Dave Foster, long-time organiser 
of the Delta CMC, Marsden Inn, South Shields, 
receiving good reports on his solo career. The Delta 
CMCis instrumental in helping ALMA organise such big 
shows in this area as Steve Young, Guy Clark and Jerry 
Jeff Walker and Joe Sun. 


@ Finally, some dates for your diary:- 
Monday 30 June, the Gunfighters present the Louisiana 
Hellraisers (this is instead of the usual club night on 


5 July when the club will be supporting the Country 
Jamboree at South Shields); Thursday 3 July, the North 
and South CMC, United Services Club, Gateshead, 
present Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried; Saturday and 
Sunday 5-6 July, the Country Jamboree at Gypsies 
Green Stadium, South Shields. 


TYNE & WEAR 


GEORGE MILLS 


@ That's it then! All news, views, comments etc., to 
George Mills, 15 Coatsworth Court, Gateshead, 
NE8 1QR. Telephone: (091) 4781885. 
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NORTH EAST 
EVE MORRIS 


@ Silver Brand were pleasingly hauled out of retirement 
to perform at a charity show at the Westbome Hotel, 
Otley. Moves are afoot for a further reunion later in the 
year. 


@ The perils of an outdoor Dutch Bar-B-Q were 
apparent when newly married Jeannie Dee had to cancel 
her booking at the Harrogate Football Club's 
Anniversary bash due to streaming colds and lost voices. 
However, Doncaster's Spill The Beans Trio were drafted 
in to fill the void. This they did admirably, with a good 
selection of standard and modem songs. 


@ Radio Tees have suspended their country music 
programme, with no date for its re-scheduling. | hope this 
valued air time isn’t destined to be lost forever. If it 
matters to you, write and let 'em know!! 


@ The Fox and Hounds, Boston Spa, are now promoting 
country music once a month. The June guest is North 
East's Paul Wheater. 


@ The bluegrass special concert promotion at the Adel 
Memorial Hall, Leeds was a sell-out, helped by the retum 
of the American bluegrass band, High Country. Lots of 
self penned numbers and good harmonies provided for 
an interesting and entertaining evening. Support bands 
for the evening were Redcar’s Country Grass, 
augmented by Janice Wood on bass and the ever 
popular host group Chevin Ramblers. 


@ Aspeedy change of venue to the Punchbowl in York 
was the place to see Steve Young. Looking very 
relaxed on this short tour (which was essentially a 
business trip to Europe), he gave an outstanding 
performance. After the two opening numbers it was 
“Steve Young by request’, which came thick and fast 
from the enthralled audience, ‘Seven Bridges Road’ 
receiving awed appreciation. New songs featured from 
the ‘Look Homeward Angel’ album were ‘Universe Of 
Souls’ and ‘If My Eyes Were Blind’, which employed 
some fancy cross-picking. Credit to Bob for an excellent 
sound mix. Steve's interest in Celtic music is gaining 
momentum, so | suspect his next album could head off 
0 ei 


in a totally different direction. Meanwhile, look forward 
to are-release of ‘Rock, Salt And Nails’ and next year's 
tour. 

@ | enjoyed very much the trip to Bob Preedy’s Castle 
Cinema in Pickering for the showing of Clint 
Eastwood's ‘Honky Tonk Freeway’ and Willie Nelson in 
‘Honeysuckle Rose’, which | missed on its circuit tour. 
This was an enjoyable way to spend a Sunday and | 
look forward to more country films in the near future. 


@ Gordie West found time in his busy schedule to 
make an afternoon visit to the Forest Moor School for 
Handicapped Children in Harrogate. Besides musical 
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entertainment, he also screened a film and gave a short 
talk on Canada. His next area visit will be the Drovers 
Inn, Bishop Thornton in October accompanied by a 
Belgian band. 


@ The first leg of the Peter Rowan tour brought dobro 
picker Gerry Douglas out of the woodwork. His use of 
the lap steel was a perfect complementto Rowan’s style 
in a stunning version of ‘Cumberland River’. Rowan, 
clearly enjoying himself, directed his first set to his more 
established numbers such as ‘Moonlight, Midnight’ and 
‘Free Mexican Airforce’. His performance of a song 
written for Skaggs, ‘Feel Like A Man, revealed a certain 
lacking in the Skaggs delivery and George Strait fans 
may well lynch me for preferring Rowan’s own version 
of ‘Dance Time In Texas’. (by the way, George is due in 
the UK later this year). The second set included material 
from his new bluegrass album, ‘The First Whipoorwill’ 
and also a superb version of ‘Dustbow! Children’. 
Rowan hopes to persuade his brother Lorrin to 
accompany him on next year’s tour. Lorrin is at present 
working with a rock outfit in the Bay area. 


® Also helping to turn the Marquis at Bamford into a 
party night were Country Grass, (with the highly 
recommended Dave Crocker on banjo) and Ex-Mex, 
formed from the sadly defunct Northants based outfit 
Bluegrass Express and the Free Mexican Airforce. Ex- 
Mex featured the vocals of Jill Harrison, with a 
noteworthy rendition of the evocative ‘Mapel’s Lament’. 
A very memorable evening. 


@ gossip to Eve Morris, 18 Powell Street, Harrogate, 


North Yorkshire, HG1 4BY. 
Telephone: (0423) 508081. 
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SONGBIRDS OFF TO NASHVILLE 


@ DURING the month of June the home of country 
music, Nashville, will welcome two of Ireland’s most 
popular country entertainers, Susan McCann and 
Sandy Kelly. Both singers will be spending at least a 
week or so there. 

Newry singer Susan McCann makes her return visit to 
Nashville. This time she will be recording tracks for a 
forthcoming album, plans a few special shows and, of 
course, another appearance is hoped for at the Grand 
Ole Opry on this visit. 


@ Her greatest rival, Sligo born songstress Sandy 
Kelly, will fly the Irish flag as she performs at Fan Fair. 
Sandy represented Ireland in the 1982 ‘Eurovision 
Song Contest as part of the family group The Duskeys. 
Then she moved into the country market and success. 
Last year, like Susan McCann and Philomena Begley 
before her, she won a Euro Masters Award. Now she 
will be featured with other top global country artistes at 
Fan Fair, organised by the CMA. During her debut in 
Nashville, Sandy plans the traditional visit to the Grand 
Ole Opry and hopes to have her current album 
‘Paradise Tonight’ featured on country music stations 
there. 


SEAMUS SIGNS WITH FAILTE 


@ Heading the Irish ‘Discover New Country’ campaign 
is popular vocalist Seamus McGee. The singer recently 
signed a new recording contract with Failte Records. 
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ULSTER REPORT 


RICHARD DUDGEON 


@ | note Lurgan songstress Sara Turkington (ex-Judy 
Ann & Dusty Trail), has returned to the scene and is 
available for cabaret work etc. Enquiries can be made 
via manager Drew Woods on Lurgan 22919. 


@ Clancy and Paul McDermott of the King Richard 
Tavern, Belfast, have introduced country and western 
evenings on two Thursdays per month. The shows are 
responsibly run and no undesirables are admitted. 
Details can be had via Belfast 57215. 


@ Marie and Mervyn Todd, affectionately known as 
‘The Money-reagh Money-raisers’ are holding another 
of their usually well supported charity shows at La Mon 
House on Wednesday 17 September. The show will 
feature Dry Cane, Sheila Barry, Anne and Dave, JohnC 
King, Fiddlin’ Tom Cameron and compere Birdy 
Sweeney. Tickets can be booked by telephoning 
Castlereagh 576. 


@ Inrecent months the Todds have presented cheques 
for £2,678 and £1,856 to the Ryan Phillips Fund and 


First they issued a cassette of the singer’s previous hits 
under the title ‘The World You Left Behind And Other 
Favourites’. Now a new single also emerges, ‘1982’, a 
soft tender love song. The song is a big hit in the States 
for Randy Travis and many feel it will enjoy the same 
status for Seamus. The single was produced and 
arranged by Basil Hendrix and recorded at Central 
Recording Studios. Many feel it has the hallmarks of 
another chart hit for the popular Seamus and his band. 


COUNTRY SOUNDS ON DISC 


@ Asuper new single from Ray Lynam, who teams up 
with ex-Blades vocalist Paul Cleary on ‘To Be Lovers’, 
his best single in many a year. His female touring partner 
Philomena Begley also returns to the single market with 
‘Deportees’, a much recorded song. 

Tony Stevens, one of our best up-and-coming stars, is 
back in the chart race with ‘Ladies Love’ . . . The bigman 
himself, T R Dallas has issued ‘I Don't Work For A 
Living’, while Gene Stuart, another veteran, releases 
‘Forty And Fading’ . . . The Family, featuring Mike and 
Kate Finnigan, issue their debut single ‘Remembering 
The Way It Used To Be’, a track from their forthcoming 
album ‘Double Vision’. These are just some of the 
country singles on offer. 


@ Sandy Kelly offto Fan Fair in Nashville, while Philomena 
Begley completes a successful British concert tour with Ray 
Lynam. (’Photo: Neilly Keeney) 


Action Cancer respectively and a nebuliser to the 
parents of an asthmatic child. In addition to their charity 
work, they run the Lone Star CWC, Killyleagh, which 
meets on the second Friday of each month in the town’s 
Dunmore Hotel. New members are always welcomed 
warmly. 


@ Mell Tarner, who made quite a successful album with 
his band Wildwood a few years back, is still alive and well 
and could be interested in recording more material, given 
interest by those who lay the tracks on vinyl. 


"@ Mell, having quit touring some time ago to establish a 
business in Belfast, is now playing the local club circuit, 
to the delight of his still many fans. He had a very active 
fan club going for him during his stay on the UK 
mainland. A trip to the States found him collaborating in 
writing songs with the great Tommy Collins. Mell is still 
an excellent entertainer, adept at working with an 
audience and responding to their approval. For that 
reason, he does cabaret, as well as dances. Enquiries 
can be made by telephoning Belfast 772839. 


@ That's it for this time around. The address as usual 
for all your country news is, Richard Dudgeon, 

10 Kitchener Street, Belfast, BT12 6LE. 

Telephone: (0232) 240415. 


Big Tom? 


ANGLIA REPORT 


JOE ALLEN 


@ THIS month sees the return of 
the annual Harlow Festival, which 
takes place at the Town's Park and 
will feature such top names as 
Kelvin Henderson, the Hillsiders, 
Tammy Jones, Manson Grant, 
Ruby Rendall and Kenny Johnson, 
plus others. It’s all free, so don’t 
miss it! 


@ There’s a June Fete Day and 
Dance at the Nether Heyford 
Village Hall, featuring live country 
music. If you would like further 
details for this mid-summer 
attraction, 'phone Weedon 40872. 


@ The Banbury CMC had a good 
night recently when Memphis Short 
& Big Country made an 
appearance. ‘The Gambler’ and 
‘Ghost Riders’ gained two encores 


at the end of their act. The band 
currently consists of Trevor Davies 
(guitar), Willie Duggan (drums) and 
guests. 


@ Due to the Bank Holiday, we 
have an early publication, which 
gives me time to remind you of abig 
charity evening on 31 May, at the 
Glamis Hall, Wellingborough. The 
organisers are trying to raise money 
for a tilt table at a local hospital. 
Hopefully they will make their 
£1,000 target. Acts booked include 
Eddie Dawson & Blue Country plus 
a cabaret and show. The price of 
£3.50 entitles you to a buffet, along 
with all the other added attractions. 
It all starts at 8 pm and goes on'til 
late. Please give this venue all the 
support you can. 


@ Finally, the Bedford CMC meets 


@ Apache, who have added new singer, Philomena 
Smith and former C-60 keyboard player Brian 
McCormack, have moved away from their original 
country style in favour of a more pop format . . . Failte 
Records presented Kevin Prendergast with a silver disc 
for sales of his album ‘Let’s Go Back To Mayo’. 
Philomena Begley made the presentation. Kevin has 
launched his new single ‘The Three 

Trophies’ . . . Erneside Radio presented a cheque for 
£1,000 to UTV’s ‘Good Evening Ulster’s host Eamon 
Holmes. The cheque is for the ‘Live Aid Fund’. Erneside 
Radio is based in Belturbet, Co. Cavan and broadcasts 
eighteen hours non-stop country music daily. 


® According to promoter Jim Aiken, country star Ricky 
Skaggs lost him in the region of £5,000 on his Dublin 
and Belfast shows and claims he also had to axe the two 
Irish dates of the recent Glen Campbell tour, due to lack 
of interest. The next big country name due here is 
Charley Pride in September. 


@ lItseems that Michael O'Brien is not the box office 
attraction his new management had hoped, after 
several members leaving his newly formed 

band . . . Meanwhile Daniel O’Donnell and his new 
band are enjoying a mighty run, with a ‘Full House’ 
notice outside most venues. Could he take over from 


@ Slan go foill. Donal K O’Boyle, 
Bunbeg, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, Ireland. 
Telephone: (075) 31176. 


fortnightly on Thursday at the 
International Centre, Grey Friars, 
Bedford. Admission is just £1.50. 
They look forward to seeing some 
new faces. Watch out for Johnny 
Carter this month. 


@ That's it for this month. Any info 
as usual please to, Joe Allen, 385 
Shelley Road, Wellingborough, 
Northants, NN8 3EW. 

Telephone (0933) 677352. 
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THE FOURTH 
SWINDON 
COUNTRY MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 


Clive Wynes. 


@ WITH an international line up 
of talent on display at the Fourth 
Swindon Country Music Festival at 
the Wyvern Theatre, DJ and 
promoter Lee Williams hosted a 
one hour special edition of his FM 
country music radio show live 
from the foyer of the theatre, 
offering a mixture of records and 
live interviews with the artistes 
appearing at the Festival. 


@ Opening the evening was 
Texan singer/songwriter Bobby 
Buck, with a very entertaining set 
of his own brand of Texas music. A 
musical storyteller on the lines of 
Tom T Hall, his songs ranged from 
the hilarious ‘Incredible Baby’, 
about a blow up doll, to one about 
his ex-wife, ‘You Put The Hell In 
Hello, And The Good In Goodbye’. 
His all too short set finished with 
his charity single ‘Take Time To 
Care’. 


@ Station Break, the five piece 
band from Birmingham, then gave 
a very entertaining set, mainly 


comprising western swing (with 
the occasional foray into cajun). 


They then remained on stage to 
back another visiting Texan, rodeo 
rider Robert Joe Vandygriff. Tall, 
slim and good looking, this young 
man set the ladies’ hearts a flutter 
with a fine set, encompassing 
‘Amarillo By Morning’, ‘Big Blue 
Diamond’, a bluesy version of ‘The 
Chair’, a rocking ‘Hey Bartender’ 
and finishing with a gutsy version 
of ‘The South's Gonna Do It Again’. 
Stewart Johnson’s pedal steel and 
Howdy Gregory’s fiddle really 
made this a punchy and exciting 
set. 


@ Lee Williams talks to Dick Damron 


@ Roger Humphries and his band 
took the stage after the interval. 
This was a new line up to me and! 
thought they needed a little more 
time together before they come up 
to the standard | now expect from 
Roger Humphries’ bands. Even so 
they did a good job backing zany 
Canadian Dick Damron on his 
excellent songs, ranging from 
ballads like ‘High On You’, through 
to gospel with ‘Jesus It’s Me 
Again’ and true stories on the 
‘Ballad Of TJ's and ‘Back Stage 
Ladies’. Damron has long been 
one of my favourites and, judging 
by audience reaction, he’s now a 
favourite in Swindon. 


Brian Richards Promotions 


Presents 


8th November 1986 


RAYMOND FROGGATT 


Plus Special Guest Artistes: - 


LOUISIANA HELLRAISERS 


At the Robin Hood, Longbridge Road, Dagenham, Essex 


Advance Tickets - £3.00 - Telephone: (01) 311 3038 
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@ | hada plea for help recently from the Doncaster 
area. A certain Jacquelin Fell tells me she’s moving to 
the Watford area, but unfortunately, does not know 
anything about the local scene. This twenty-two year 
old performer, whose talent has apparently been well 
received on the South Yorkshire scene, would love to 
hear from any group who may be searching for a female 
vocalist. If you are, ring (0302) 832251 or drop a line to 
1 Ambassador Gardens, Armthorpe, Doncaster. 


@ Last month had a decidedly Scottish flavour with 
recent tours by Manson Grant & The Dynamos and the 
Louisiana Hellraisers. | caught up with Manson at Tom 
Whelan’s long running Four On The Floor Club, 
following his appearances at the Earlsmead and 
Mississippi clubs. One thing that can never be levelled 
at this trio is any lack of professionalism and the ever 
immaculate Manson retains that certain poise we now 
associate with him. 


@ The Louisiana Hellraisers, on the other hand, could 
not be accused of lacking volume, yet they have the 
knack of knowing just when to ‘let it rip’ or tone it down. | 
saw them atthe Virginian club during their recent stay in 
the ‘smoke’ and, following their hilariously disruptive 
ventures whilst guesting on my radio show (as | believe 
also happened to a certain Ace Ayres at Basildon), | 
determined to wreak my revenge by confronting them 
on stage. Those present that evening will, | feel agree, 
honours finished even. 


@ The evening they performed at North Heath was 
another of those charity evenings organised by Pam and 
Brain Davies of the Shiloh 26th Texas Cavalry and it 
raised a further £155. Pam would also like to pass on 
thanks to the readers who contacted her in respect of her 
recent request about the Western Rodeo Band details. 
At the same venue, but this time handled by Virginian 
secretary Pete Button, there will be another charity night 
this month (5th) when the Lone Star Cowboy Band are 
giving their services free, with all proceeds again going to 
some worthy cause. 


@ One of the nicest guys around the region’s local 
scene is Jeff Coomber who, together with his family, has 
promoted the New Cowboy Lodge at various venues, 
invariably digging deep into his pocket to keep the club 
going. Bands booked for June included Drunk ‘N’ Crazy, 
Lynne Turner & Tennessee Truckers, Lone Star Cowboy 
Band and Country Born. 


| took a trip recently to the club's new home at the 
Downham Tavern, Downham Way, to see the newly 
re-constituted Highway Shoes. Imagine my chagrin 
upon arriving, to see about half a dozen people in the bar, 
all with cowboy hats, a stage groaning under the weight 
of the group's instruments, but no band and no music. 
Strange, | thought, especially as there was no Jeff either. 
It took protracted conversation with the bar staff to find 
out that the group were sitting in a side section and, when 
eventually | did see lan Fox and the group, it transpired 
that the pub’s guvnor, manager or self appointed sherriff 


(whatever position he placed himself in) had paid the 
group their travelling expenses at 8 pm. He told them 
their services were not required due to insufficient people 
being in the club. Seeing this was only the second night 
the venue had been in operation, one wonders just what 
was wanted by this pool playing keeper of the inn and | 
got the impression he was not overtly keen on country 
music, Unfortunately, Jeff had left by the time | arrived, 
but | have since heard that the club is again in limbo. 
Perhaps one day the Lodge will arise again. | know it will 
not be through lack of effort by Jeff and his family, so if 
any publican out there is looking for a genuine, 
conscientious person to run a country music club for him, 
he need look no further. 


@ Northern based Stu Page & Remuda seem to have 
had a few visits to the area recently and | caught up with 
them at Ray and Bernie Blow’s Silver Dollar Club at 
Norbury, where their performance went a long way 
towards explaining how they have been picking up so 
many accolades, not only as performers, but Stu’s also 
more than an average composer of country material. 


ODDS AND SOLUBLES 


@ Heard that Campbell's Country went down well at a 
new club in Footscray recently, on the opening night of 
the S.T.C. Club . . . Nice to hear from Scotland's Gary 
Roberts who has been on tour down here for a couple of 
months . . . Don’t forget, it’s Joan Greenaway’s Annual 
Barbecue weekend this month. This year it features the 
award winning Pete Ryan Band, plus the All British 


Talent Contest winning duo Jan Mark & Norman Russell 
and Campbell's Country. 

Other groups playing the club during the month include 
T P Stubbs Bar Room Band, Stu Page & Remuda and 
Hamilton’s Power. 


@ The Essex CMA are celebrating my birthday this 
year when, on 14 June, they feature another of their 
popular shows at the Festival Hall, Basildon, with 
Jimmy Lawton, Country Echoes and Jody Lane & 
Deliverance. Tickets are available from the usual 
sources . . . Nice to see Dave Lord & Country Gold 
going full time pro after just two years together. It makes 
pleasant reading for achange, so here’s best wishes to 
this Harlow based group . . . Thornwood’s Blacksmith 
Club plays host to Scotland and Britain's No. One Band 
this month, with a visit from Colorado . . . Alan 
Woodhouse’s Mustang Club, Canvey Island, have a full 
month with visits from the Black Spur Road Band, Stu 
Page & Remuda, Hurricane Ridge, Hamilton's Power 
and Burnt Ash, plus Sandy Paul & The Country Band in 
a charity special (21st). 


@ Finally, a reminder about the Harlow Festival. | wish | 
knew who was on, but getting hold of Vic Woodhouse for 
alisting is like trying for extra copy inches from the Editor! 


@ See you next month! Country rools OK! Details as 
usual to Tony Anderson, 40 Cole Close, Thamesmead, 
London, SE28 8AU. 

Telephone: (01) 310 2792. 
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@ Redwing pictured winning through to Wembley 


@ | hope the weather improves for all the outdoor 
events that are due to take place. Incidentally, if you 
receive your copy early enough, you still might be in 
time to go along to the Stork Club Sports Ground, 
Purfleet, Essex (Bank Holiday Monday). There are at 
least four bands lined up at this open air festival, 
including George Moody & The Country Squires and | 
believe Greta & The Straight Shots have been added. It 
starts at noon and goes on 'til 8 pm. 

Another event, this time on the last day of May, takes 
place at the Quarterdeck, Deal, featuring Blue Country 
and Mandy Winters. It is in aid of Help The Aged. 


@ The Lone Star CMC, which meets at the Curwen 
Community Centre, London Road, Plaistowe, have had 
a mix up with their nights for this month. We are told the 
club does not meet on the 14 and 28 as advertised, but 
on the 7 and 21, with Stewart Brothers and Country 
Born respectively. 


BAND NEWS 


@ You might know already that Redwing have called it 
a day, after over twelve years on the local scene. | 
spoke to John Horton, former Redwing leader, who told 
me he had decided, after both the lead guitarist and 


drummer had left and he could not find acceptable 
replacements, he would not continue. The band have, 
over the years, had their high spots, such as a very 
credible appearance on TV's ‘Opportunity Knocks’ as 
well as reaching the finals of the former Wembley 
Talent Contest on two ocasions. The band, perhaps 
surprisingly, never had a record released. They did at 
one stage record an album, which was never released 
as they were dis-satisfied with the end product. They 
made many broadcasts on Radio Kent (or BBC Radio 
Medway as it was then) on ‘Kent Country Scene’ and 
later ‘A Whole Lotta’ Country’. The Kent country scene 
will be missing something without Redwing. 


*@ | received a very nice colour ‘photo and biography 
from a band whose name is new, but whose members 
are not, thatis the Black Spur Road Band. The five piece 
band has a great front man in John ‘Robbo’ Robinson, 
who's complemented by Mark ‘Tommy’ Taylor (lead 
guitar/vocals), Chris Rex (bass guitar/banjo and vocals), 
John Roche (pedal steel/guitar) and Rick West (drums/ 
vocals). Between them these lads have considerable 
expereince in country music and should be well worth 
going to see. 


@ The local clubs have some very interesting acts 
booked to appear in the near future. The Double ‘B’ at 
Boughton has Radio Essex country presenter, Steve 
Mitchell and his Country Showband plus Blue Country 
appearing this month. Steve is very popular over this side 
of the tunnel and that's certain to be another full house. 


@ The Golden Eagle CMC have a busy couple of 
months, with a normal club meeting this month featuring 
Stu Page & Remuda plus the Jeannie Dee Band at 
Archers Court School, Dover. Next month they have 


SOUTH EAST 


SEAN DOHERTY 


what they have called a Dance Festival at the Leas Cliff 
Hall, Folkestone, the weekend of 26 and 27 July. Dave 
Keenis among the featured acts and will no doubt have 
his new cassette on sale. It contains the songs most 
requested at his gigs. Mandy Winters too has just put 
the finishing touches to her new gig album in the same 
studio as Dave. 


@ | note the Brighton CMC, Brighton Trades and 
Labour Club, has its usual impressive list of bands 
booked. Following the appearance of the Louisiana 
Hellraisers last month, they have Norman Mourant & 
The Country Gentry, which includes Dave Nash on 
steel. Then comes Jimmy Lawton, Jody Lane & 
Deliverance, Ken & Billie Ford and Gary Blackmore. Not 
bad for the first three Thursdays of the month? 


@ That's all for this month. As always, you can contact 
me, Sean Doherty, at ‘Millstone’, 3 Woolage Green, 
Nr. Canterbury, Kent. 

Telephone: (0304) 830627. 
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@ APOLOGIES first of all for no column last month. 
Lack of news, plus nightly hospital visits to a quite ill 
friend for six weeks put paid to my scribblings. 


SOUTH 00000 
ERN STYLE 


ERNIE SEARS 


@ This time out there's still a dearth of news. A brief 
flash of publicity from Welsh warbler Memphis Short, 
who now fronts an outfit called Grand Canyon, four 
excellent musos, including one from the notable Car! 
Gibson Band. The whole bunch are infiltrating the 
South this month. They have been taking in clubs in 
North Hampshire so far, Bordon Kingsley Sports & 
Social Club, Headley Park etc., plus a spot on the Isle 
Of Wight Festival (2 October), with possibly a tie-up on 
the mainland at Tony Bleach’s Welcome Inn and 
Southsea’s Portsmouth CMC atthe Rock Gardens, but 
that’s still being negotiated. Memphis Short's location is 
on (04974) 670 for bookers wanting to contact this very 
experienced lad who, (as a solo artiste), has been 
around for a tidy few years. 


@ Local country club Wildwood South CMC still holds 
forth (for details this month see back page) at Millbrook 
School, Lower Brownhill Road, on the North side of 
Southampton. Other up and coming bookings include 
the big Musicians Showcase at the Guildhall on Friday 
6 June. Way ahead to 2 August they have Sandy Paul & 


Country Band. There's another of their charity nights on 
Friday 13 June with Wild Side. Hopefully I'll make one of 
the Saturdays. | even had to turn down an offer from 
Mike Peters due to other commitments quite recently, 
which is a somewhat unusual situation! 


@ My regional co-writer Shirley Lawrence infos that 
Shackleford CMC, Godalming, is still pulling the 
punters, notably with Hobo, who seem to get better 
each time they visit. Shirley says she was impressed 
with the free car stickers and booklets from this group. 
Raymond Froggatt was a complete sell out (why not) at 
the same venue. 14 June sees another ‘draw’ with the 
Frank Jennings Show. 

I note our friend Shirl (who does a fair stint with hubby 
Keith on local Hospital Radio) is off to California later in 
the year andis already down for local country stations in 
Burbank and Ventura. Nice! 


@ Down in sunny Sussex, the big Country Music Talent 
Contest took place over the May Bank Holiday Weekend. 
|had to turn down an offer from Neil Coppendale to serve 
on his judging panel as it clashed with a different kind of 
show up in London where I’m expected to show up. 


However, |’m told, with twenty-five acts from all over, 
competing at the Worthing Pavilion, some familiar from 
last year, some new ones, it was an interesting and 
successful weekend. Well done Neil! (A more detailed 
report next month). 


@ Amarillo were great at the William Noyce Centre, but 
‘spoilt’ Shirl says, by ‘wallies with guns blazing’. An old 
story! 


Sandy Mac from this area pleased fans at the Kings 
Arms, Godalming. (Wonder if she means Whiskey Mac)? 
| note that Shirley was disappointed with her ‘idol’ 
George Jones at Wembley and that the ‘CMRU’ reviews 
agree. 


@ Right on the absolute deadline for catching this issue 
arrives the Chichester CMC's informative newsletter, 
courtesy of Tony Bleach (‘Bossman’) and Editor lan 
Grimes. Itseems they have a month packed with goodies 
in June. Homer are booked in at the Welcome Inn, 
Petersfield, as are Linda & Arthur James. The Tony 
Collins Duo appear at Hannah’s, Bognor Regis and 
Vegas star concert style over at Lavant Hall. The Robin 
West Family are also at the Welcome Inn (15th), with 
Pedro booked here (22nd) and at Hannah's (27th). Then 
there’s the Sandy Paul Band at Chichester’s St. 
George's Hall, Whyke later in the month, Finally, it’s 
Bandanna at the Welcome Inn, so a pretty varied 
selection of venues and artistes as usual from the 
Chichester CMC organisers. 


@ This issue might just help you catch the Tony Best 
gig at Bognor Regis (Hannah's-30 May). Expect a great 
night from this popular and busy lad. 


@ Before we arrive at the end of this epistle, here’s 
some news, also from Sussex, of the Brighton CMC, 
Brighton Trades & Labour Club, Lewes Lane. Catching 
the June issue, there's that much talked about group the 
Louisiana Hellraisers from Scotland (29 May), plus 
Norman Mourant. Country Gentry with the redoubtable 


Dave Nash come out of the woodwork this month and 
there are visits from Jimmy Lawton with Jody Lane & 
Deliverance, Ken & Billie Ford, Gary Blackmore, West 
Virginia, Stu Page, Clovis Country and more in the 
weeks ahead. 


@ Looking through my files | see my old mate Jim 
Eagles has the Together Band and Frank Jennings 
Syndicate this month, with Johnny Marks & Country 
Choice (15th). A special night this, so a bar extension 
has been applied for. 


@ OK, OK, we are racing along to the finish (suddenly 
conscious that there’s a postal strike on somewhere), 
with a note from the Country Unison CMC at the BDH 
Club, Broom Road, Parkstone, Dorset, courtesy of 
Mervyn Nash and Patricia White. June sees a date with 
The Shack Band from Doncaster. There’s also the 
annual boat trip somewhere here, but | have no details. 
Later in the year, the club have Clovis Country, Drews 
Brew, Hickory Lake and Spellbound booked. 


@ That's it! Hopefully, | might see you ‘at the club’. 
Miracles do happen! Keep in touch though. 


Ernie Sears, 14 Victoria Road, Netley Abbey, Hants. 
Telephone: (0703) 452498. 


THE REGIONS 


MONTHLY BULLETIN BOARD 
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@ SUCCESS slides slowly back to the West Midlands 
after last month’s doom and gloom report. 

The highlight had to be a visit by the Hank Wangford 
Band to the Students’ Union at Wolverhampton Poly. 
Members of the general public (you know, that’s you 
and me) could go if they were signed in by a student. | 
did the warm up set. Who said the students didn’t know 
our music? Flaco, Peter Rowan, Joe Ely and Billie Jo 
were very much requested, along with Dwight Yoakam. 
It looks like Mr Kruger has found himself a diamond for 
Peterborough. Then came the square dance set, very 
ably called by Elwyn Williams from North Wales, who is 
local solo artiste Dave Curtiss’ brother. Elwyn hada 
great gimmick on forming the squares. Instead of 
‘honour your partner’, it was ‘give her a big kiss’. | 
watched in amazement, along with some regular 
country clubbers. (Were these people the missing 
generation in our country music clubs)? 


@ Wangford started dramatically with a few minutes 
intro tape, the same as Brendan Shine, but there the 
similarity ends. He wentstraight into ‘Cowboys Stay On 
Longer’, with most of the 400 strong audience forming a 
solid wedge in front of the stage. This was Wangford’s 
first visit to Wolverhampton, but it was as if he was a 
very much favoured regular. It would be difficult to 
select any particular number, except perhaps Hank 
Williams’ ‘Honky Tonkin’, which was extended to nearly 
ten minutes. Bobby Valentino proved once again that 
he is as important to the Wangford Band as Tommy 
Duncan was to Bob Wills’ Texas Playboys. Perhaps if 
more people saw them, the Colorado/Froggatt 
syndrome would be split. 


@ More high spots from the Cedars, Coventry, where 
the Down County Bays played host to a band that had 
been touring Europe (they even played country in 
France), High Country, a Californian outfit, perhaps best 
described as West Coast bluegrass. They were well 
steeped in the Monroe tradition, together with that 
special West Coast influence that seems to affect any 
type of music. Perhaps their tour clothes were at the 
cleaners, but Down County looked very smart alongside 
them. No doubt a little more prior publicity would have 
attracted a wider audience. 


@ The battle of the giants continued at the Prince Of 
Wales Theatre, Cannock, with McKinlay, Johnson and 
Froggatt all turning in first class performances. Could it 
be that the added spur of comparison hones the set? | 
thought the night went to Kenny Johnson & Northwind for 
their very balanced and up-to-date programme and the 
rapport both him and his band quickly established with 
the audience. Bob McKinlay’s set was rather disrupted 
by breaking strings and hot amps. As Bob's said after the 
show, they never go when you are doing a sound check. 
Raymond Froggatt did his full set, but | had the feeling the 
man wasn’t quite 100% fit, which was borne out by his 
non-appearance at Ripon the following evening. 


@ Speaking of non-appearances, the Double ‘M’, 
Wimblebury, suffered its biggest embarrassment in its 
history as a club. After promoting the BCMA's No.1 
Band, ‘Colorado In Concert at your local club, a whole 
evening with the best’, for months and eventually getting 
anear sell out on tickets, Trevor Cooper received a letter 
from the band on the Tuesday before the Saturday show 


stating that, as two other Birmingham bookings had been 
pulled out, they could not afford to come to the Midlands 
for a one off. | didn’t know of any other venues they were 
working at, but then some clubs don’t invite all the press 
to their specials. 


@ Clovis stood in, nobody asked for their money back 
(they took a free raffle instead). Cody's boys took the 
place apart in the same way that the Nitty Gritty Dirt 
Band left the fans saying ‘who’s Waylon’ at Wembley. 
Clovis came, played and conquered. One up to the 
Welsh. 


@ The guvnorsaid at Watford he thought Steve Young 
was touring the country soon. Well, he was. He played 
Kingswinford, supported by American Jig, who played 
the best two sets I’ve seen them do for a long time. 
Steve Young needs no intros, the man’s straight, which 
reflects in his peformances, which included quite a lot 
more of other peoples work than they normally do. 
Steve Young should be compulsory attendance for the 
legion of solo artistes that abound this area. His guitar 
work stands in a class of its own, to sing as well is gilding 
the lily. Steve talked about Dwight Yoakam then played 
Dwight’s version of the Johnny Horton classic, ‘Honky 
Tonk Man’. There is a strong market for these self 
supporting singer/songwriters who tour, not large 
venues, but nice comfortable surroundings, a pint and 
the artiste. Guy Clark, Jerry Jeff, Butch Hancock, Peter 
Rowan, Steve Young, the list is long and the music 
lovers all go. It doesn’t cost an arm and a leg to promote 
either! 
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@ Talking of cost, has anybody had one of Rattlesnake 
Annie’s ‘Put Something Back’ concerts yet? 


@ Bromford County double booked the other Monday, 
playing Kath’s Klub, anew venue in Langley and leaving 
the Golden Spur, Walsall, ‘phoning around for another 
band. Derek Lane of the Spur says that’s twice Pete has 
done that to him, so he booked him for the following 
week!? 


@ Congratulations to Netherton promoter Owen 
Lawson and his wife on the birth of their daughter. 


@ The Circle ‘D’ has parted company with the Park 
Road Club and moved to Brosley Athletic Club (same 
night), so all bookings are still firm. But, one victim of their 
move was their annual outdoor all day festival at the end 
of May, which has been cancelled. 


@ My band of the month last month, the Foster Boys, 
played Wilf Saunders’ End Of The Trail and went a 
bomb. | said they were goad. Watch this column! 


@ Anew Thursday venue called the Woodcross 
Western Club opens in Coseley, featuring Buz Brown 
and The Cotton Gin Band, two great blasts from the past 
doing a Phoenix - no, Carroll O’Boyle’s not up front, yet! 


@ Write to me, Jim Duncan, 148 Warrensway, 
Woodside, Telford, TF7 5QF. 

Telephone: (0952) 583672. 

Don’t forget your Awards nominations and don’t get 
caught or killed! 


AAAAAAARARRARARARARNANAAVTT ASSESS SSTST TS TSEEUETUEEEE EE EEE USER EEE EBB BEE BIUBEUEBUEUEEEEDBEUEUEUUEUU UUIDUUEEUEDEEEUEELEEEEEEREBELEEUEUEUEES 


@ PLENTY happening just lately, which has meant a 
very busy month for yours truly, trying to take it all in. 


@ Tostart with, capacity audiences for two houses at 
the Bristol Hippodrome, greeted old friend George 
Hamilton lV accompanied by Carlton Moody & The 
Moody Brothers, Poacher, Slim and Byron Whitman, 
for what was a great evening of country music. 


@ The renegade picker Steve Young made his 
welcome return to the Huntsman, It was only six months 
since his last visit, but many more attended this show, 
opened by local favourites the Alex Stevenson Band, 
who have enjoyed working with Steve previously. This 
band, with their original approach to the lesser known 
contemporary material, set the mood perfectly for the 
evening’s special guest. Steve was back in Europe to 
promote his new Swedish made album ‘Look 
Homeward Angel’, so besides the usual Young 
favourites like ‘Montgomery In The Rain’, ‘Broken 
Hearted People’ etc., we were treated to new songs 
from that album. Check out ‘If My Eyes Were Blind’. 


@ Hoton the heels of Steve Young came the combined 
talents of Peter Rowan and dobro wizard Gerry Douglas, 
to play for over two hundred acoustic country/folk music 
lovers at the Top Spot Theatre. A knockout venue for a 
superb show, as Rowan and Douglas took their followers 
on a musical trip through the Smokey Mountains of 
Tennessee, the Bluegrass hills of Kentucky and the Tex- 
Mex Border of Texas. Local bluegrass band J J Marshall 
complemented this fine evening of quality music. 


“ee 


@ Brilliant Memphis Short! 


@ Still on the subject of acoustic music, I’m told the 
Survival String Band are hoping to get regular informal 
sessions at the old Fishponds Lido Club. More info next 
month. 


@ Fry’sCMC sawatull house for the Clinton Ford Show, 
with that super band from Liverpool West Virginia and 
Tony Best. All the acts performed superbly with Clinton 
Ford over-running by half an hour. It was the early hours 
before the fans departed. However, all were more than 


@ Steve Young back in Europe 


pleased and I'm glad to report that things are now getting 
back to normal at Fry’s, attendance wise. For details 
telephone Tony Griffiths on Keynsham 67941. 


AVON CALLING 


JIM SILVERTHORN 


@ After a two year break it’s nice to see country music 
back at the Crosscombe Country Club, Nr. Shepton 
Mallet every Friday. | dropped by recently and caught 
Memphis Short in action. What can one say about a 
man who stands something over six feet tall and weighs 
in at over thirty stone? Brilliant, fantastic, out of this 
world? Yeah, that’s the sort of thing. Thanks for a great 
night Memphis!!! (Good luck Shirley)! 


@ A fantastic time was had by all at the Pontin’s Weston 
Super Mare Weekend, put on by Tony Best. Big Tone 
was host and compere to Raymond Froggatt, Clovis, 
Vince Layne, Andy Morris, The Lazyacre Roadshow, 
Bob Newman & Carole Gordon, George Foster and lan 
Ashcroft’s Disco. So reported Brian Watkins, the 
organiser of Coalpit Heath country music events. 


@ Swindon Silver Spur Club have written to say that 
two debut performances by Desperado ndn Hobo were 
so well received that return bookings are a formality. 


@ More next month, meantime thanks for your letters 
and info. Keep it coming to Jim Silverthorn, 

11 Fry’s Hill, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 4QJ. 
Telephone; (0272) 671067. 
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@ JUNE is here already. Doesn't time fly? The season 
of festivals is upon us and what a choice we have. 


EAST MIDLANDS 


ANNE SLACK 


@ During April | caught up with West Virginia. | hadn't 
seen the band for some time, but they are as good as 
ever and they have joined the ever increasing number 
of bands who are performing Raymond Froggatt songs 
on stage, a tribute indeed to one of the best British 
writers we have. The band were performing at the 
B.W.B. Club, Lund Pavilion, Derby, which is still trying 
to pullin that dancing audience, a difficult task indeed in 
this predominantly ‘concert style’ area. 


@ | had a ‘phone call from Ruth Broughton, co- 
organiser of the Rednecks. The club is based at Hady’s 
Miners’ Welfare, Nr. Calow and runs every Saturday 
night. Organised with the help of Arny, who runs the Log 
Cabin, Mastin Moor, the club hosts top bands every 
week and the entry is free. How can you beat that? 


@ Mick Bacon from the Renegades CMC, Wirksworth, 
now runs Charcon Sports & Social Club, Hulland Ward 
as well and reported an excellent night with Derby 
based Carolina. 

Many new clubs are being opened at the moment and, 
in a time when most clubs in the area are struggling to 
survive, one can only wonder what element of success 
they will enjoy. 


@ Reg Allsop breaks away from Cassandra's, 
Ashbourne, to form the Borderline CMC at Mayfield 
Village Hall on the Derby/Staffs border. Shows are to 
take place once a month. If you're not sure where this 
venue is, give me a ring. Apparently, after suffering a big 
financial loss on the Clinton Ford Show, Mike Gallimore 
of Cassandra’s finally closed his doors. 

Steve Plater called with news of his new club. Their next 
show is 1 June and every following four weeks at the 
Angel Hotel, Bourne, Lincolnshire. 


@ Matlock Bath Festival will take place on 8 June, after 
much soul searching. Following calls from several 
faithful patronisers of the event, pledging their support, it 
was decided to go ahead. There will be two shows as 
usual (see advert elsewhere in this publication), 
comprising six top class bands. 


@ The following week seems a little ‘overdone’, with 
the Oakerthorpe Festival taking place over the three 
days Friday to Sunday and starring Frank Ifield on the 
Saturday night. (Full details of this festival may be had 
from (0773) 832644). One noticeable omission this time 
at Oakerthorpe is Johnny Marks, owing to ‘prior 
commitments’ we are told. 


@ Thesame Saturday nightis the Anniversary Show at 
the Renegades, Wirksworth, starring Stu Stevens (book 
early for this one on Wirksworth 2472) . . . The Sunday 
sees a country music day at Walesby, with Bob 
McKinlay, Keith Manifold, T P Stubbs, Johnny Marks 
(ah! That's where he is) and the Tony Best Roadshow. 
All this and more, for Saturday 14 June sees Don 
Williams at the Nottingham Royal. 


| should think in excess of 3,000 country fans are 
required to make all these events a success. Help!! 


@ My thanks to all you folk who have taken the time to 


@ Tony Best with lona & Andy 


write and ’phone. Keep the news coming in. 
Anne Slack, Service Station, Alderwasley, Derby. 
Telephone: (0773) 853168. 
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@ STU Page & Remuda played the Park Hall at 
Hereford as the last gig of a ten day tour. Despite a 
change of line-up recently, they gained an instant grip 
on the crowd's attention and held it right through the 
night. Although the venue is, of course, mainly dancing, 
the crowd soon realised that this band was a little bit 
special and gave them a great reception. The 
‘replacements’, Andy Whelan (lead guitar) and Brian 
Nicholls (drums) have slotted in nicely. 

The support act was the Roger Wood Duo, himself ably 
supported by local solo act T J McLane. Big favourites 
with the dancers in this part of the world, the boys turned 
in two good sets (their version of ‘Old Flames’ being 
stand out). 


@ Bill Evans of Cleehanger, Nr. Hereford, deserves a 
pat on the back and a mention for his fine promotion of 
country music in this area. His last dance featured 
Louisiana, a five piece outfit from the Clee Hill area, who 
did a good job on the night. The compere was Casey 
Jones, who also keeps things moving at the Park Hall 
shows. 


@ Wolverhampton’s Bobby King paid two recent visits 
to the region. Both were excellent shows and he gained 
a few more fans in the process. At Bucknell, Bobby 
shared the billing with country comedian Bumble Clark 
from the Oxford area. His country yokel type of humour 
makes Bumble an added attraction for any country 
music event. 


@ Another solo artiste to visit lately was Johnny 
Spencer. His selection of self penned songs and good 
humoured approach to the job also means return 
bookings at both venues. 


@ Pershore CMC's ‘Band Of The Month’ were 
Tanglefoot, a five piece group from the Forest of Dean 
area. Making their second visit to the club, a packed 
house enjoyed a terrific night. Local celebrity Ray Guard 
tells me this band will be back again next year and, as 
Ray's parents celebrated their ruby wedding anniversary 
that day, the show was a good finish for their special day. 


@ Country Company have been quite busy this month. 
They spent a successful week in Scotland, their first 
working trip of the Border. 


@ Dave Curtis has been playing the region again, this 
time at Bucknell. A first visit to this venue, but he took the 
place by storm as he covered a wide range of good 
country material. He’s another who gained some new 
fans. 


@ The Duke Boys and Jolene & Barry, both from 
Scotland, will be visiting our area shortly, as will the 
Collier Dixon Line from Yorkshire and Nashville Fever 
from East Anglia. 


@ The first ‘Festival’ in our area this year is at Tenbury 
Wells over the Spring Bank Holiday. But, if this has gone 
by the time you read your ‘Round Up’, don’t forget the 
Cheltenham Festival in June at the Football Ground. 
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@ There's been two shows again (since our last 
publication) at Worcester’s End Of The Trail Club. The 
first one featured Spill The Beans Trio from Doncaster. 
They really made a name for themselves with this 
crowd, gaining encores after each set, before sending 
the packed house home happy. 

The Dave Bryan Trio topped the bill for the second 
show, with Pat & Roger Johns completing the line-up of 
this act, all making their first visit to the club. They went 
down well. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JUNE 1986 


Awww 


COUNTRY MUSIC #2 


@ The Foster Boys, led by Telford’s Noel Dillon, were 
support act for the night and again the act was on its first 
visit to the club. Noel was well backed by Marc Wayne 
and his son Robert Dillon. A full set of Noel’s own songs 
was well received and they went over great with the 
fans. Yet another act clearly making a big impression 
wherever they go. 


@ Well, that’s it for now. Any news please to, 
Sheila Kenny, ‘Sansheleam’, Lingen, Bucknell, Salop. 
Telephone: (0544) 267736. 
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@ ONE ofthe family bands to appear regularly at the 
OK CMC, Malpas Unionist Club, Newport, is Sylva 
Dollar, who provided an interesting, lively evening at 
this Sunday venue. We also had the bonus of daughter 
Michelle, just thirteen, who gave us a couple of 
numbers. Considering they hadn’t performed ‘He 
Stopped Loving Her Today’ on stage before, | think they 
made an excellent job of it, enough to make it my pick of 
the night. 


@ Old friends Ron Jones & Blackjack County also 
gave the OK a good evening, with a kaleidoscope of 
Hank Williams, Jimmie Rodgers, Marty Robbins and 
Waylon and Willie numbers. A solo spot for Colin 
Mackie on lead guitar enhanced the night, as anyone 
knowing his ability will appreciate. Ron’s version of 
‘Healing Hands Of Time’ touched the heartstrings. 


@ | always look forward to seeing bands | haven't seen, 
so | was naturally disappointed when Coltsfoot didn’t 
show at the OK. When it became obvious that no band 
was going to turn up, the patrons were offered a return 
of cash or free entry for the next show. However, as they 
were there and Bill Currie, who had come along to see 
the show, had nipped home to pick up his guitar, 
practically all stayed while mike-less Bill showed what a 
grand old trouper he is. He even had people square 
dancing by the close. Well done, Bill, thanks from all 
and thanks for such numbers as ‘Missouri’, ‘It's Good 
To Be Back Home’ and ‘Birmingham Jail’. 


@ Amazingly the following week, yet another band 
failed to turn up, but this time a replacement was 


obtained in Saddletramps. | have heard them perform 
better, but | did like their tribute to the late Marty 
Robbins. They also did a great ‘Trilogy’. The crowd 
were quite happy with them, so all's well that ends well. 


@ Cal Ford & The Brakemen continue to countrify the 
atmosphere at the Santa Fe Bar of the Pig and Whistle, 
Station Terrace, Cardiff, where | saw him and the 
Brakemen on a couple of occasions during the month. 
Calis to be found here every Monday and can always be 
relied on for humour, talent and philosophy in one 
country bundle, to let us know what country is all about. 
Full of surprises, he went back through the tunnels of 
time to resurrect that lovely old number, ‘Give My 
Regards To Rose Won't You Mister’. |have never beena 
fan of country discos, but the one in the intervals and end 
at this venue is quietly getting to me. Well presented and 
complete with flashing light facility, I'd: go along with it. 


@ | enjoyed Mick Radford’s singalong at the Custom 
House Hotel, Crighton Street, Cardiff, with ‘Annie’s 
Song’ a stand out. 


@ Down at the water's edge, at the New Sea Lock, 
Cardiff, Stu Christian showed excellent guitar work as 
usual and was in fine voice with ‘Ruby (Don’t Take Your 
Love To Town)’. 


@ The Berwyn Centre, Nantymoel, gave me my first 
experience of recently formed Bootleg. The lead singer, 
Bernard Perkins is formerly of the Perkins Brothers Band 
(who once won the Wembley Talent Contest). But, the 
band at the Berwyn Centre cannot be compared. 


Although | appreciate they were playing to the crowd, 
their material must have disappointed the avid country 
fans present, including myself. Their harmonies were 
well up to standard, but the general presentation could 
have been improved. The addition of a live drummer 
instead of the dreaded black box might also improve 
things. However, ‘Annie's Song’ was performed really 
well and Bernard sings a ‘Trilogy’ that has few equals. 


@ Standing in, (a pleasant surprise), the Raymond 
Froggatt Band, who were given a much too short stanza 
to open the show, but who won the hearts of a crowd, 
there to see Glen Campbell. My own view is that there 


@ Injun trouble (the one under my car bonnet) forced 
me to miss the full house charity show at the New 
Queen of Hearts Club, Nelson, but! won't miss the next 
one on 5 June. Bands involved this time were Ron 
Jones & Blackjack County, Cal Ford & The Brakemen, 
Dave Nash & US Male and Hank Hillman & The Hole In 
The Wall Gang. Proceeds went to Muscular Dystrophy. 
Thanks to Frank Walker of the Lodge R.A.O.B. 


MONTHLY BULLETIN BOARD 


CMRU UPDATES 


@ Artistes’ indisposition seemed a feature of the month 
in the area, with the non-appearance of Diane Solomon, 
(herself a substitute for Lonnie Donegan), in support of 
Glen Campbell at the St. David's Hall, Cardiff. 


WALES 


FRANK POWER 


are lot of folk around who are more country than Glen, 
but I highly respect his ability as an entertainer, 
‘Amazing Grace’, bagpipes and all. More of an expert 
on guitar than | once thought, his fans appreciated his 
talents. The Froggatt fellers | have seen many times 
and each occasion tells me | am in the presence of a 


truly top rate band. Together with Caledonia, who 


backed Glen Campbell, we had two superb bands on 
one night. My numbers of the night were ‘Wichita 
Lineman’ from Glen and ‘Charlie With The Brown Eyes’ 
and ‘Don't Let Me Cry Again’ from Raymond. 


@ Another month of memories behind me. I'll take my 
leave, remembering my ‘Star Spot’ of last month, 
Johnny Russell at Wembley and ‘Red Neck, White 
Socks And Blue Ribbon Beer’. 


@ You've gota great show coming to your club? Let me 
know about it. Write to Frank Power, 1 Alma Road, 
Roath, Cardiff, CF2 5BD. 

Telephone: Cardiff 492021. 
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NORTH WEST 


BRIAN AHERN 


@ Acouple of country music shows which missed out 
on last month's report through deadlines and the 
running out of allotted column space are hardly news, 
but nevertheless are worthy of credit reports. 

At The Band On The Wall, Central Manchester, Andy 
Roberts was the solo performer, (erstwhile Brad Breath 
from the Hank Wangford Band). Andy wrote and 
performed the soundtrack album ‘Loose Connections’ 
for Virgin Records in 1985. This album, like the film, 
died the death, but this Andy Roberts delicately 
delectable show was performed to a packed student 
audience who doted on and responded to his every 
word. Andy now tells of plans to launch a new band 
made up of musos from Wangford’s old band and The 
Tex Maniacs, possibly to be called Ima & The 
Squirmers. 


@ The Manchester International are also going for 
country music these days. First Ricky Skaggs came, 
then Guy Clark and Jerry Jeff Walker, a couple of 
master songwriters/performers, embracing most of 
their greatest hits. 


@ Kenny Johnson infos of the lift he and his band 
Northwind got by appearing on the Johnny Cash Show 
at Southport Theatre. 

The Southport fans also tell of a good time had at Phil 
Roberts’ promotion at the same theatre, with American 


Jerry Arhelger, (fresh from his success at Wembley), in 
the star spot. 


@ Robert Joe Vandygriff is reputed by many a country 
music fan to be the best American actto tour the British 
country music clubs in years. He took three encores 
and a standing ovation at the High Lane, CMC. Station 
Break cornplemented him to perfection with their 
driving Texas music. This was a quality show ina 
quality club. 


@ The monthly Stretford CMC featured Hank Walters 
and his Dusty Road Ramblers (he’s known as 
Liverpool's King of Country Music). His forte is good 
music, mingled with earthy Scouse wit. The Dusty Road 
Ramblers too, are seasoned veterans, who play foil to 
the master’s humour, whilst giving superb support. 


@ Yorkshire's Boothill Boys hold favour with me, mainly 
because of their approach to their music and the will to 
getit right. | caught their show at Hazel Grove CMC andit 
was a good ’un, as they featured a mixed bag of styles 
and moods which proved to be crowd pleasing. 


@ Awet, windy and cold Monday night saw me back at 
the High Lane CMC. | have seen Steve Young perform 
many times, but this climaxed all, for he was superb 
throughout his two hour stage time. Terry Hadfield from 
Stroller gave an interval guest spot. 


@ Thanks to the management of the Spectrum Arena, 
Warrington, | was able to go along and see Glen 
Campbell and his band Caledonia with special guest 
Diane Solomon provide an unforgettable evening’s 
entertainment, in most pleasing, comfortable conditions, 
before Pontin’s Ainsdale beckoned with a one day 
festival organised by the North West Country Music 
Festival Charities Committee, a body of fans dedicated to 
raising money for worthwhile causes. 

In the past, | have given lots of hours as an adviser and 
stage manager to this twice yearly event. Now itwas time 
to enjoy the fruits of my labour as a guest, which | did with 
relish. Column space forbids an extensive review of this 
delightful event, but my praise and thanks go to all who 
contributed. Entertainers included Bob Roberts, Ron © 
Naylor's Cody's County, Key West, the Alex Young Trio, 
The New Everglades, Joe Piper & Country Courage, the 
John Aston Trio, the Down County Boys, Spill The Beans 
Trio, Ruby Rendall & Cimarron, the Pete James Outfit 
and Jody Lane & Deliverance. 


@ | missed out on the Gerry Allen Memorial Show at the 
Dockers, Liverpool starring the Hillsiders, Phil Brady 
and Hank Walters bands. Shame on me because it was 
acracker, so I’m told. 

l also missed tours by Dan Crary & High Country. It 
seems to me there's plenty of Americans playing on our 
plot of late. They must have heard the buzz about us, 
which has got to be healthy for what we are about. Don’t 
keep your visits low, you guys, publicity helps to make 
Stars. 


@ | went along to see a new band in a new club to the 
North West country music circuit, Shell Sports and 
Social Club on the Wythenshawe Estate. The band was 
Mark Williamson's new, young image band Red Moon 
Joe. | was in the company of a couple of hard nosed 
pros from the Manchester scene and we all marvelled at 
the potential of this band, especially their songwriting 
talent and new arrangements of standards. It’s a band 
to look out for, especially if you’re interested in British 
country progression. 


@ | missed Raymond Froggatt at the B.1.C.C. Club, 
Prescot, but so did the packed audience as he didn’t 
show up. The Hillsiders covered, along with Cross 
Country. 


@ |'ve had stacks of mail in from the American market, 
but just one letter from this country. Even my postman 
calls my avenue Nashvilledale these days. Don’t keep 
Britain's efforts a secret. To know is to tell, I’m not the 
VAT man!! 

Brian Ahern, 11 Villdale Avenue, Offerton, Stockport, 
SK2 5SQ. Telephone: (061) 483 9532. 
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@ TWO touring bands had very successful trips to 
Scotland recently. The Cotton Mill Boys’ very obvious 
enjoyment of what they are doing soon reflects on their 
audiences, so the standing ovations they received were 
well justified. | took the opportunity of being chauffeured 
around to a number of gigs by the boys (I didn't 
complain about their driving the way they did about 
mine)! and was delighted to see the Tucson CMC in 
Edinburgh, Aberdeen CWC, Elgin CWC, Keith CMC, 
Peterhead CMC and the Station Hotel in Ellon, all so 
well attended. Many thanks to the hosts at each one for 
the warm welcomes and hospitality shown. 


@ Another excellent band, Al Cody & Clovis, arrived 
from Wales, bringing their superb harmonies, 
musicianship and choice of material. The new member in 
the band, Tony, on keyboards and accordion, is a definite 
asset to this line-up. Only with the band a couple of 
weeks, he has already fitted in so well. In my opinion, if 
any band is a threat to Colorado as top British Band 
Clovis Country is it! (This observation | make in the nicest 
possible way). Kept very busy South of the Border, it 
looks like we shall have to wait until next year to enjoy this 
band again, but as far as all the venues they played at are 
concerned, it is a case of ‘haste ye back’. 


@ The Inverness CWC played host to Brendan Shine 
and his super band, the Cotton Mill Boys and Manson 
Grant & The Dynamos in Eden Court Theatre recently. 
An excellent show from beginning to end, with everyone 
agreeing they had received great value for money. A 
complete sell out well before the event left many people 
disappointed. Maybe next time round two shows will be 
necessary? 


@ Manson Grant at Eden Court 


@ When the time came around to think about putting 
these few words on paper, | had intended mentioning 
some of the changes in the line-ups of our bands, but 
honestly, there have been so many recently, | think I'd 
better leave it until next month, by when | hope things 
will have settled down. 


@ The weather was once again very kind when the 
Blair Atholl, Tain and Inverness CWCs combined forces 
for their annual sponsored walk. This year Blair Atholl 
were hosts and | had to walk. Oh, yes | did ten miles, as 
the blisters on my feet prove! | have said it before, but I 
will say it again, itis really heartwarming when clubs pull 
together to promote country music. 
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@ Shaun Michael 


@ Ashort visit from Raymond Froggatt and his band to 
the area this month is being looked forward to, as is the 
return visit of Shaun Michael, who proved very popular 
last time he toured this region. 

@ Asalways, news, views and comments to 

Ann Carmody, 56 Kilmuir Road, Inverness. 

Telephone: (0463) 221268. 
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@ Birmingham based Station Break support Joe Vandygriff 


@ HI! Welcome to this new column for country music 
clubs and fans throughout the Lothians and Borders. 
We hope that all club secretaries and organisers of 
country shows will contact us about what's happening 
in their area. We also hope that the region’s bands will 
let us know of their existence, where they are based and 
what tours they have planned for the future. 


CLUB REPORTS 


@ And so, down to business. This has been a very 
good month for country music in the Lothians area. At 
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SCOTS SCENE 


DAVE HENDRY 


@ IT’S been a few years since Scotland had any 
country shows to compare with those South of the 
Border. In the same vein, there have been a few damp 
squibs after many promises. 

Anyway, all the moans and groans can be put aside this 
coming autumn when Butlin’s stage the biggest ever 
‘Country Bonanza’ to be seen North of the Border. The 
three day event takes place at Ayr and includes many 
home based acts, with a more than fair share of Scots 
also on the bill. The ball has been thrown into the fans’ 
court and now it is entirely up to those who have said 
‘Why does it all have to be down South?’ See you there. 


CLUB DIARY 


@ Many thanks to our country cousins who ‘phoned to 
say the club diary was very informative for those visiting 
Scotland. I’m certain the Eds. would be pleased to get 
some of those calls. To continue on the same 

lines . .. Wells Fargo CWC, based at the Meadowbank 
Inn, Arbroath, take their country very seriously when 
they meet each Friday. Selective in his choice of acts, 
club secy Lui Forte knows what is required when setting 
up main shows and comfort. An attractive holiday 
resort, loads of excellent facilities, including the famous 
Arbroath ‘Smokies’, on sale at all hours day and night. 
Gun fighting exists in a friendly manner and is well 
controlled . . . Near neighbours Stage Coach CWC, 
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Edinburgh's Berry Suite, home of the Tucson CMC, 
Texas star Robert Joe Vandygriff was ably supported 
by Birmingham band Station Break. This is the second 
time I have heard Robert at this venue. It surely cannot 
be very long before this man becomes a recognised 
international star. 


@ | missed the Acoustic Routes Show with American 
guitar stars Dan Crary and Duck Baker at the Royal 
Scottish Museum, but | am told that they played to a 
very good audience. 


meet Saturdays at the smallish (but nonetheless very 
homely) Kinloch Arms Hotel, under the supervision of 
secy John MacLagan, who also happens to be mine 
host. Again priority is given to the music, with side 
entertainment (including a few minutes gunfighting) 
available. Many fine acts have taken the stage at the 
Carnoustie venue, then later enjoyed the fresh sea 
breezes and golfing. Another two for the diary and 
worth a call if you're in the region. 


OUT AND ABOUT 


@ Ayrshire had priority on club calls this month, mainly 
because | had it in mind to catch up with Vision Country, a 
trio based at Penningham in the Southern region of 
Scotland. A visit to Southern Comfort CWC, where the 
family combo were appearing, proved beneficial, so 
much so that Vision Country were promptly booked to 
appear at this year's ‘SCMF Awards Show’. Leading the 
trio is Tommy Bonnar, while good lady Sandra comes on 
heavy on bass guitar; with younger brother-in-law Eric 
doing everything needed on drums. Their choice of 
material is strictly hard core country, with many golden 
oldies thrown in. They are an outfit well worth watching in 
the coming months, as their very good gig tape (recorded 
at Beechwood Studios) will show. 


@ Another of the ‘lesser known’ acts who should (and 
will) be receiving more recognition, is solo performer J J 
Price. I'm always a litle wary when | hear of an act billing 
out as J J this, that or the other. It is getting a bit 
monotonous and, for that purpose, | stick with Jamie 
Price. He's a good vocalist, with a varied repertoire, 
including his self penned ‘Just A Tear’ which has 
excellent lyrics. Jamie tells me he has a few other 


@ | went along to a charity dance organised by the 
Panhandlers CWC. The event raised £405, whichis to be 
presented to the local Smiley Club. The music, supplied 
by Ayrshire band Country Blues and Edinburgh stalwarts 
the John F Stone Band, was almost non-stop. 

After a couple of hours, | rushed across town to catch 
another Acoustic Routes Show. This time Steve Young 
was supplying the music. What a great artiste Steve is, 
with just his guitar. He gave a varied programme of old 
favourites, plus songs from his new album, ‘Look 
Homeward Angel’. Unfortunately, there were only about 
eighty people in the audience to hear him. 

However, Dave Logan infos that his bluegrass show, 
featuring American band High Country at the Navaar 
House Hotel, Penicuik, attracted an excellent crowd. He 
will be organising several more shows in the near future. 


@ The Lone Star Club in Edinburgh's Victoria Park 
Hotel re-opened (after several months closure) toa 
packed house. The reason for this was that Route 65, 
one of the areas most popular bands, were appearing 
that night. Last month the band were looking for a new 
drummer/vocalist. Going by what | heard at this show, 
they could not have made a better choice than Brian 
Thompson, ex Phil Murray Sound. He fitted perfectly, 
offering both solo vocals and duets with lead vocalist, 
Maureen. | hope the band can now settle. The current 
line up is Maureen Johnston (vocals), Brain (drums), 
Charlie Burrels (lead guitar/vocals) and Jimbub (bass 
guitar/vocals). 


By the way, good luck to young Debbie Hopkins, who 
has undertaken to run the Lone Star Club at her own 
expense. 


numbers and it will be interesting to get a full run down on 
this lot. A very laid back performer (perhaps a little too 
much for his own good), the Ayrshire lad is another to 
look out for in the coming months. 


@ Still with the Ayrshire scene, it is no more than was 
expected to learn that Carol and Bobby Silver have been 
noted getting some pretty handy gigs in their diary. 
Having already taken the Rodeo CMC award, this may 
be another rung up that long ladder of success for the 
duo. 


HAVE YOU HEARD? 


e ... Douglas CMC secy lan Grant reports a 
steady attendance at the Country Club Inn venue each 
Saturday. Preparations are underway for their gala day 
this month. For further info call lan on 

(0555) 851565... The Double ‘K’ CMC, held monthly 
at the Embassy Hotel, Dumfries, report another sell out 
with the Moat Brothers. It seems the Tyneside combo 
excelled even past performances . . . Anew venue for 
Saltcoats, called the Grange Country Corner, where the 
atmosphere is bound to attract fans to the Grange 
Hotel . . . Saltcoats' White Horse CWC are preparing to 
welcome their two youngest members when expectant 
mother Linda Cassidy gives birth to twins. We wish Mum 
and Dad well during the happy event. 


@ The Fulbar Inn, Paisley, is the venue for newcomers 
Yellow Rose CWC, who meet every alternate Friday 
and Sunday evenings . . . Liverpool lass Marie Lester, 
fresh from her Nashville session which sees her latest 
EP release on the DOT Record label, will be seen in 
Scotland this coming autumn. She’s already booked 


LOTHIANS/ 
BORDERS 


JACKIE BLAIR 


@ | am delighted to report the inclusion of country 
music at the Edinburgh International Festival this year. 
There will be five nights of country music at the Festival 
Club, with various acts such as Route 65, John F Stone 
Band, Jolene & Barry, Tucson Country and the 
reformed Scots Country Comfort. 


@ Congratulations to Tucson CMC committee 
members, Albert Hancock and Diane Pearson who, by 
the time you read this, will be Mr & Mrs Hancock. Also, 
congratulations retrospectively to the Waltons for their 
main stage spot at Wembley. 


@ There’s no news in from the Border country music 
clubs, but | am sure they will let me know what's 
happening in the near future. 


@ Please send all information, invitations etc., to 
Jackie Blair, 122 Brunton Gardens, Edinburgh EH7 5ET 
Telephone: (031) 556 9642. 


into the Double ‘K’ CMC, Dumfries. Big things are being 
forecast for this lass, including chart records? 


@ Now that things have settled down with yours truly, 
thanks to all for invitations to clubs, venues etc., and 
many thanks for all those calls and letters. Look forward 
to having a chat at your local club. See you then. 
Dave Hendry, 121 Marmion Road, Greenfaulds, 
Cumbernauld, G67. 

Telephone: (031) 556 9642. 
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Are you selling Britain’s 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


offering the greatest coverage 
of country music - is available: 
for club sales 


CLUB SECRETARIES 


Why don't you find out details and 
let your members have the latest 
news fast every month 


For details of 
special club rates 


(0522) 41546 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming ycar? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 
about your availability. 


You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keeping your name in the 
public eye! 

It can cost you as little 

as £2.50 per week... 


(0522) 41546 


NIGHTRIDERS CWC (Thursdays) 
St. James Hospital Staff Bar, 
Garforth. 


5 Gordon Lemondine; 12 Shane Peters; 
19 Silver Dollar Duo; 26 Paul Allen 


HARROW CMC (Thursdays) 
Morritt Suite, Adj. Wealdstone FC, 
Station Road, Harrow. 


5 Spellbound; 12 Showboat; 
19 Chrissie Lane Band; 26 Campbell's 
Country 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Sundays) 
The Black Horse, 

Thompson Avenue, Parkfield, 
Wolverhampton. 


1 Jeannie Dee Trio; 8 West Virginia; 
15 Stone Creek; 22 Shack Band; 
29 Vegas; 


CLIFFSONS CMC (Weekly) 
Railway Club, Wrexham, N. Wales. 


2Jeff's Talent Night; 9 Lenjo’s Duo; 

16 Keith Manifold; 23 Colin Ramsey; 
30 Jonathon Gold. 

Resident host Jeff Cliffson at all shows 


DORMANS ATHLETIC (Thursdays) 
Oxford Road, Middlesbrough. 


5 Moat Brothers; 12 High Plains Drifter; 
19 Bob Newman & Carole Gordon plus 
support; 26 Dean Solomon Band 


HIGH PEAK CMC (Fridays) 
Railway Hotel, Bridge Street, 
Buxton, Derbyshire. 


20 Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried 
plus Paul Rogers 


THE COUNTRYMAN 

(Saturdays plus specials) 
Newtown, Nr. Longnor, Buxton, 
Derbyshire. 


7 (Special) Frank Ifield Show with Ann & 
Ray Brett Band; 14 Keith Shepherd & 
Smokestack; 21 Mary T Rose Band; 

28 Ricki Sylva & Colin Ramsey 


QUEEN BESS COUNTRY (Thursdays) 
Derwent Road, Ashby, Scunthorpe, 
South Humberside. 


5 Southern Pride Trio; 12 Tee J Martin; 
19 Carrol Craven & The Nashville Five; 
26 Country Tandem 


10NA CLUB 
(Sundays & Fridays) 
Easington Road, Hartlepool. 


1 Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried; 

6 Rainbow County; 8 Tony Goodacre 
Trio; 13 Gibsons; 15 Sonia Anne & State 
Line; 20 Bob Newman & Carole Gordon: 
22 Apache; 27 Moat Brothers; 

29 Nashville Fever 


HAZEL GROVE CMC (Sundays) 
Reform Club, Napier Street, 
Hazel Grove, Stockport. 


WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC (Saturdays) 
Millbrook School, Maybush, 
Southampton. 


7 Clovis Country Band; 14 Cotton Blend; 


21 Cactus Jack; 28 Tall Texan & The 
Honky Tonk Cowboys 


THE IRISH CLUB (Fridays) 
Basildon Road, Laindon, Essex. 


6 Bromford County; 13 Spellbound; 
20 Jeannie Sinclair & Stateside plus 
Two's Company; 27 Homer 


IPSWICH CWC (Wednesdays) 
Bridge Ward Conservative Club, 
Austin Street, Ipswich. 

11 Garner Tye Country Band; 


18 Tennessee Whisky; 
25 Lena & 5 Card Trick 
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(0788) 79431 


COLCHESTER CMC 

(1st & 3rd Thursdays) 

Woods Leisure Centre, Colchester. 
5 Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried; 

19 Firewater 


PONDOROSA CWC (Fridays) 
Pine Mine, Stowmarket, Suffolk. 


6 Terry Edwards Band; 13 Jeannie Dee 
Trio; 20 Warren Reeves & Clarksburg 
Express; 27 Ron Scot & Mississippi 


DOUBLE B CMC (Tuesdays) 


BRANSFORD LODGE 
(Alternate Saturdays (0905) 54908)) 
Bransford, Nr. Worcester. 


14 Collier Dixon Line; 21 Extra Show - 
The Stu Stevens Show plus Colin 
Ramsey; 28 Country Company plus Jim 
Ryder 


CADES COUNTY CMC (Fridays) 
Shireoaks MW, Shireoaks, 
Nr. Worksop, Notts. 


6 Jeannie Dee Trio; 13 Bob McKinlay & 
Dixie Fried; 20 Nashville Fever; 
27 Mick Conlin Band plus Shotgun 


THE GO COUNTRY CLUB 
(Monthly-usually 1st Sunday) 
Glaxo Sports and Social Club, 
Barnard Castle, Co. Durham. 


6 (Friday) Special Show - Avonne Jones 
and the Kevin Duffy Band (£2) 


CYCLING CLUB (Mondays) 
Brentnall Street, Middlesbrough. 


2 Sonia Anne & State Line; 

9 The Gibsons; 16 Arizona; 

23 Bob Newman & Carole Gordon; 
30 Dealers Wheel 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Fridays) 
The Albion, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton 


6 Spill The Beans Trio; 13 Shiloh; 
20 Desperado; 27 Campbell's Country 
plus Slim Pickens 


LAZYACRE CMC (Fortnightly) 
SHA Hospital Social Club, 
Racecourse Lane, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire. 


2Vegas plus John Aston; 16 Clovis plus 
John King; 30 Manson Grant & The 
Dynamos plus Tony Goodacre. 
Resident host Tony Best at all shows. 


EL PASO CITY CMC (Mondays) 
The Blue Bell, Station Road, 
North Wingfield, Chesterfield. 


2 Peter Kane; 9 John Aston; 
16 Spill The Beans Trio; 23 You And Me; 
30 Johnny Marks 


HIGH LANE CMC 

(Saturdays plus Specials) 

High Lane Conservative Club, 
Buxton Road, High Lane, Stockport. 


6 Grant Street String Band (USA); 

7 Marie Lester & Hobo; 14 Randy Blue & 
Deepwater; 21 West Coast: 

28 Kaye Brothers Flying Circus 


CIRCLE W WESTERNERS (Saturdays) 
Brewer & Baker, Upper Church Lane, 
Tipton, West Midlands. 


7 Blazing Saddles; 14 Westwood; 
21 Cargo; 28 Ramrod 


THE WELCOME CMC (Sundays) 
Greyhound Hotel, East Lancs. Road, 
Leigh, Lancashire. 

1 Station Break; 8 Dave Sheriff & Nicki 
Clarke; 15 Randy Blue & Deepwater, 

22 Mick Conlin Band; 29 Carolina 


GOLDEN WEST CMC (Sundays) 
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HULL CMC (Fridays) 
‘Olivers’, 2 Norfolk Street, 
Beverley Road, Hull. 


6 Les Close Trio; 13 Cross Country Band; 


20 Mel Hague; 27 Lazy Daisy 


CON’S COUNTRY (Saturdays) 
Conservative Club, Kings Road, 
Immingham, South Humberside. 


7 Spill The Beans Trio; 


14 Cross Country; 21 Jeannie Dee Trio; 


28 Armadillo 


PROSPECT CMC 
(Fortnightly-Fridays) 
Prospect Hotel, Harrogate. 


6 Gordon Lemondine Trio; 
20 Collier Dixon Line 


BRAMLEY SOCIAL CLUB (Thursdays) 
Cross Street, Bramley, 
Nr. Rotherham. 


5 Chuck Layburn & The Railroaders; 
12 Dave Bryan Trio; 19 Mary T Rose 
Band; 26 Johnny Marks 


YORK CMC (Thursdays) 
York City Arms Sports Club, 
Fawcett Street, York. 


5 Johnny Spencer; 12 The Nadens; 
19 Slim West Country Band; 
26 Stu Page & Remuda 


THE COUNTRYMAN 
Newtown, Nr. Longnor, 
Buxton, Derbyshire 
Saturday 7 June 
The Frank Ifield Show 
with the Ann & Ray Brett Band 
Tel: (029 883) 433 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
(Mondays) 

Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire. 


2 Paul Rogers; 9 Nashville Fever; 
16 Kev Rae-Mond; 23 Keith Manifold: 
30 Bordello 


ABERDEEN CWC (Tuesdays) 


The Hotel Metro, 17 Market Street, 


Aberdeen. 
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NORTHERN GUILD 
OF SONGWRITERS 
Are putting on shows 
every Wednesday at the 
Riverside Banks, Nr. Southport 


LABOUR CLUB(Fortnightly) 
Saltcoats, Ayrshire. 


13 Bobbie & Carol Silver; 
27 James Boys 


GLASGOW’S GRAND OLE OPRY 
2/4 Govan Road, Paisley Road Toll, 
Glasgow G51. 


Country music every Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday 


ELGIN CWC 
(Fridays throughout the summer) 
St. Leonards Hotel, Elgin. 


5 Jolene & Barry; 12 Raymond Froggatt 
Band; 19 Louisiana Hellraisers; 
26 Tony Goodacre & Chameleon 


INVERNESS CWC (Tuesdays) 
Pharaohs, Inverness Ice Rink. 


3 Chameleon plus Shaun Michael; 

10 Raymond Froggatt Band; 17 Carmel 
& Mississippi plus Shaun Michael; 

24 Louisiana Hellraisers plus Dixie & 
Allon 


BORDER BADLANDS CMC 
(Monthly 1st Sunday) 
Auld Smiddy, Gretna Green. 


1 June-Gerry Ford & Gambler: 
6-July West Virginia 


SOUTHERN STAR CWC (Wednesdays) 
Europa Lounge, New Road, Ayr, 
Scotland. 


4 Gambler; 11 Skin & Bone; 
18 Trampas; 25 Spill The Beans Trio 


SOUTHERN COMFORT CWC 
(Saturdays) 
P.H.A.B. Club, Kilwinning, Ayrshire. 


7 Bakersfield; 14 Vision Country; 
21 Colorado; 28 Bobby & Carol Silver 


BLAIR ATHOLL CWC (Monthly) 
Village Hall, Blair Atholl. 


27 Colorado 


BORDER CMC (Monthly-2nd Tuesday) 
Black & Gold Social Club, 

Shielfield Park, Tweedmouth, 
Berwick-on-Tweed. 


10 The Country Jays 


TUCSON CMC (Mondays) 

The Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

2 Avonne Jones (USA) plus Station 
Break; 9 Raymond Froggatt; 

16 The June Brown Band; 

23 The Waltons; 30 Appaloosa 


3 Avone Jones & the Kevin Duffy Band 
plus support; 10 Gerry Ford & Gambler 
plus Country Ramblers; 17 Hickory 
Wind plus Jolene & Barry; 24 Tracy 
Wells & The Duke Boys plus support 


Carpenters Arms, Fenton, Lincoln. 


1 John Aston with Pat & Roger Johns: 

8 Campbell's Country; 15 Les Close: 
22 Jeannie Dee Trio; 29 Bob McKinlay & 
Dixie Fried 


Beacons Bottom Community Centre, 
Studley Green, Nr. Stokenchurch, 
Bucks. 


3 Spellbound; 10 Cheating Hearts; 
17 Jeannie Dee Trio; 24 Showboat 


1 Carolina; 8 Hank Walters & The Dusty 
Road Ramblers; 15 Kenny Johnson & 
Northwind (Fifth Anniversary Show- 
Ticket Only); 22 Top Country Sound; 

29 Wells Fargo 


SEE ete 
HOBO 


ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 


COLORADO DOESN'T COST, IT PAYS. 


THE COTTON MILL BOYS 
GERRY FORD @ GAMBLER 


MANSON GRANT @& 
THE DYNAMOS 
JOHN C KING 


_ JOLENE @ BARRY 
HICKORY WIND 
APPALOOSA e SLAINTE 
CENTREFOLD 


COMPERED BY COLIN MARTIN 
For further details ‘phone (0463) 221268. 


J&E 


J & E Records . 
g8° Fa, 


St. Mary’s Road, 
West Walton, 
Wisbech, Cambs, PE14 7EH 


@ HUNDREDS OF LPS AND CASSETTES IN STOCK, ALL C/W. LATEST BY UK, AMERICAN AND 
IRISH ARTISTES, PLUS AMERICAN AND BRITISH DELETES. 


7 
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1986 
All British Country Music 
Talent Contest Winners 


Jam Mark 
& MOrman 
fusssell 


Enquiries: (01) 570 4749 
or (01) 898 5874 


THE INVERNESS CWC 
invites country fans to join them 
at Inverness Ice Rink 
on 26th and 27th July 1986 
to enjoy concerts and dancing to 
some of Britain's best country acts, 
including: - 


@ WEDO NOT HAVE A COMPLETE LIST YET, SO DROP MEA LINE OF YOUR WANTS. SEE WHAT 
WE CAN DO! 


@ CALLING ALL CWCS . . . NEED SOMETHING TO PLUG THOSE GAPS BETWEEN BANDS AT 
YOUR DANCE? THEN RING ‘EO-THE-HAT’ COUNTRY DISCO.'NO FLASHING LIGHTS, JUST GOOD 


OLE C/W MUSIC. (0945) 61717 


